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SALVADOR

Area ............ .. 34,000 sq. km.
Population (XII. 1933) .. ... .. 1,550,000
Density per sq. km.............. 45.6
Length of railway system (1930) ........ 604 km.

I. Army.

MAIN CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ARMED FORCES.

The Salvador army includes the permanent forces, the militia
and the National Guard.

The permanent peace-time forces are fixed by the Legislature;
they are limited to the number strictly necessary to ensure the
protection of the ports, fortified places and military depots.

The militia is part of the army of the Republic. It consists
of the active militia, the militia reserve and the territorial reserve.
So far only the active militia is organised.

The National Guard is placed exclusively under the Commander-
in-Chief of the army and the Secretary of State for War; in consequence,
it constitutes a unit of the regular forces of the country and is
essentially of a military character.

The National Guard is entrusted with the maintenance of internal
order. It is placed under the orders of the Ministry of War as regards
its organisation, personnel, discipline and material, and under the
orders of the Ministry of the Interior as regards its special duties and
pay.

In war time, the National Guard passes under the orders of the
Chief of the General Staff for the services of the corps properly
speaking, without, however, ceasing to be under the command of the
General Officer Commanding-in-Chief or of the officer in charge
of operations appointed by him.
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ORGANS OF MILITARY COMMAND AND ADMINISTRATION.

MINISTRY OF WAR, MARINE AND AVIATION.

The Ministry of War, Marine and Aviation includes the following
departments:

(i) Central Department (Civil Section, Military Section);

(2) Personnel Department (Personnel Section, National
Guard Section);

(3) General War Department (War Material and Defence
Section, Training Section);

(4) Naval, Topographical, Statistical, etc., Department (Naval
and Cyphering Section, Topographical Section, Statistics and
Military Census Section, Historical Section) ;

(5) Air Department, consisting of one section;

(6) Intendance Department (Military Administration Sec-
tion, Accountancy Section);

(7) Department of Military Justice and Rewards, consisting
of one section;

(8) Army Medical Department (Health Section, Pharma-
ceutical Section);

(g) Department for various Corps (Army Inter-Commu-
nication and Signals Corps; Army Education Corps).

An Inspectorate General responsible for education in regimental
schools is attached to the General War Department.

ARMY GENERAL STAFF.

The Army General Staff is auxiliary to the supreme command
of the army.

The Chief of the General Staff is a major-general or brigadier-
general.

The General Staff comprises:

The organisation section;
The intelligence section;
The topographical section;
The supply and transport section;
The services.
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COMPOSITION OF THE ARMY.

Note.-The re-organisation of the Salvadorian army was decided
upon in June I933. This re-organisation will be carried out as and
when material is obtained. The composition of the army, as provided
for under the Decree of June 27th, 1933, is shown below.

I. PERMANENT ARMY.

i. Higher Formations.

5 divisions.
Each division comprises 3 infantry regiments, one cavalry squadron,

one mountain artillery group, one anti-aircraft machine-gun company,
one sapper company, one signal company and various services.

2. Arms and Services.

Infantry:
15 regiments;

6 anti-aircraft machine-gun companies.
Each infantry regiment consists of headquarters, 3 battalions,

and one headquarter company. Each battalion comprises 3 rifle
companies, one machine-gun company and one auxiliary artillery
section.

Statutory establishment 
Higher-grade officers ........ 135
Lower-grade officers ........ 960
Medical officers........ .... 300
Other ranks ........... 29,475

Total .30,870
Horses and mules .......... 3,420

Cavalry :
2 non-divisional regiments;
5 divisional squadrons.

Each non-divisional regiment consists of two squadrons.

Statutory establishment :
Higher-grade officers ........ 3
Lower-grade officers ...... . 31
Medical officers............ Io
Other ranks ............ 933

Total ............ 977
Horses and mules .......... I,03I
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Artillery :

5 divisional mountain artillery groups;
i non-divisional mountain artillery regiment;
i non-divisional field artillery group.

Each mountain artillery group consists of three batteries. Each
battery possesses 4 pieces of artillery and one anti-aircraft machine-
gun section.

The non-divisional mountain artillery regiment comprises three
groups.

The non-divisional field artillery group comprises three batteries,
each possessing four pieces of artillery.

Statutory establishment 

Higher-grade officers ........ I9
Lower-grade officers ...... .. 151I
Medical officers............ 54
Other ranks ............ 5,152

Total ...... .... 5,376
Horses and mules .......... 2,49I

Engineers 

i battalion consisting of 2 sapper companies;
5 divisional sapper companies;
5 divisional signal companies.

In peace time, the sapper battalion serves as a school for all the
other companies attached to divisions.

Statutory establishment 

Higher-grade officers ........ 2
Lower-grade officers ........ 39
Medical officers ......... .. 15
Other ranks ............ 1,5IO

Total .. .. ,566
Horses and mules .......... I28

Air force 

i reconnaissance flight;
i fighting flight.

Each flight consists of 3 machines in service, one spare machine
and one mobile park.
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The Salvadorian army also includes auxiliary troops comprising
the intendance service, the medical service, etc.

II. NATIONAL GUARD.

The National Guard is an essentially military body under the
orders of the army general command and the War Ministry.

It is regarded as a special corps of the army and consists of infantry,
cavalry and a motor-cycle section.

It is organised in two categories : the active category and the
reserve.

The active category consists of those who are actually serving
in the National Guard. The reserve category consists of N.C.O.s
and men who have performed their service in the National Guard
and have retired after completing their term of service with an
unbroken record of good conduct.

Admission to the National Guard is governed by War Ministry
regulations.

In time of peace, the duties of the National Guard are to maintain
public order throughout the territory of the Republic, to protect
property and persons and to arrest law-breakers and disturbers of
the public peace.

In time of war, the Guard performs the services required of the
army of the Republic under the Constitution and laws of the country.

The Guard comprises a Directorate-General, " commands "
(battalions), companies, squadrons, "lines ", sections (of squadrons
and training companies), posts, and a motor-cyclist section.

The National Guard comprises 5 infantry " commands" and
I cavalry "command ".

The cavalry " command " consists of a general staff and 3 squadrons
of 3 sections each.

An infantry "command " consists of 3 companies (each " com-
mand " comprises i training company and 2 companies) and each
company consists of 3 " lines " of 4 posts each.

The training company acts as the training centre for troops newly
called up. ft consists of 3 sections.

There are therefore in all:

I cavalry " command " consisting of 3 squadrons of 3 sections
each;

5 infantry " commands " consisting of i training company of
3 sections and 14 companies consisting of 3 "lines " of
4 posts each.
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Ef/ectives (1934).1
Officers N.C.O.s Men Total

Directorate - General
of the National
Guard .... Io 3 i6 29

Infantry 2 .... 75 67 1,273 1,415
Cavalry . ..... I5 30 366 411

Total .... Ioo ioo 1,655 1,855

CIVIC GUARD AND POLICE FORCES.

An association known as the Civic Association of Salvador was established
in I933; all inhabitants of the Republic, including women, may join it. The
army of this association may be regarded as a civic guard, whose object it
is to collaborate with the national army in maintaining public order.

The police forces consist of the town police (I,017 inspectors and constables),
the Customs police (i99 inspectors and officers) and the prison guard (131 in-
spectors and guards).

RECRUITING SYSTEM AND PERIOD OF SERVICE.

All citizens between the ages of i8 and 50 are liable for military
training. The maximum period of training is one year in all arms,
and also in the national guard, the civic guard, secondary schools,
sport centres and other special courses established by the Government.

Men between i8 and 30 years of age belong to the active army;
those between 3I and 40 to the reserve of the active army ; and those
between 41 and 50 to the territorial reserve.

MILITARY SCHOOLS.

Military Polytechnic School, founded in I869 ;
Military School, founded in 1927 (86 cadets on March ist, I933) to prepare

young men to become regular army officers. The course lasts four years;
The school of practical instruction for senior officers and subaltern officers

is placed under the immediate authority of the Inspector-General of the army;
Advanced military training courses for higher officers;
Military training courses (42 officers in I928), under the supervision of the

Inspectorate-General of the army, for improving the general military training
of officers (these courses will later be converted into shooting courses for officers
of all arms);

Training School for Pilots;
Military Aviation School;
Military Motor-cyclists' School.
It is also intended to found a military college and a special course for

intending officers.

1 Not including officials.
2 Not including 99 cadets of the training company.
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BUDGETARY EFFECTIVES.
(I931-32.)

Army 
Officers N. C. O. s Men Total

Presidential staff .. Io 9 19
Military school 4 3 7
Inspectorate-General .. 13 - I 14
Infantry . . .. .. 250 I70 1,97I 2,391
Cavalry ... ii 8 126 145
Artillery ........ 22 45 245 312
Air force.. .8 23 3

Total ........ 318 223 2,378 2,919

National Guard .. .. 68 19 623 7Io
Navy .......... 8 2 28 38

The statutory establishment of the army for the year I934-35
is 3,000 men.

II. Budget Expenditure on National Defence.

The budget year covers the period from July ist to June 3oth.

i929-30 I930-31 1931-32 1932-33 933-34 1 934-35

Estimates Provisional Estimatesresults

Colones (ooo,ooo's)

Ministry of War, the Navy and the
Air Force . ..... 4.3 4.0 3.2 2.9 2.9 3.0

Unforeseen expenditure . .. o . 2 -- -

Total ........ .. 4.4 ,4.2 3.2 2.9 2.9 3.0

NOTES.-I. These amounts include expenditure on the National Guard,
estimated as follows:

1929-30 1930-31 1931-32 1932-33 1933-34 1934-35

Colones (ooo,ooo's)

0.8 o.8 0.7 0.8 0.8 0.8

2. Expenditure on military pensions, amounting to o.i million colones,
is included in the national defence figures up to and including 1930-31. As
from I931-32 it is included in the section Pensions and has amounted to 0.2
million colones each year.

Not including 82 cadets of the Military School.


