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CHINA

Area .. ... ) including Manchuria 11,103,000 sq. km.
Population (estimate) and Jehol,1 Mongolia, 450,000,0002
Density per sq. km... Sinkiang and Tibet. 40.5
Length of railway system (XII. I930) .. .. I3,441 km.

I. Army.

ORGANISATION AND COMPOSITION OF THE NATIONAI.
ARMY.

In I929, the National Government undertook to reorganise and
reduce its army. In February I929, a National Demobilisation
Commission was set up. This Commission established three divisional
types for the army-namely :

Division of type A, consisting of 2 infantry brigades of 3 regiments
each, i cavalry squadron, i artillery group consisting of 3 batteries,
each battery having 4 guns, i battalion of 3 companies of engineers
and i signal company, i train squadron consisting of 2 companies, and
I supernumerary company.

Division of type B, consisting of 3 infantry brigades of 2 regiments
each; other units similar to division of type A.

Division of type C, consisting of 2 infantry brigades of 2 regiments
each, i cavalry regiment of 4 squadrons, i artillery regiment of 3 groups,
i battalion of engineers and i signal company, i train company and
i supernumerary company.

In January I929,0 the national army consisted of the following
troops:

Infantry.
114 divisions.

3 brigadens I forming a separate unit.
13 regiments

Cavalry.
8 divisions.
24 breimes forming a separate unit.
2 regiments

1 Territory also known as " Manchukuo"
2 Approximative figure.
3 The Secretariat has not been able to obtain any Chinese official publications containing more

up-to-date information as to the composition of China's armed forces.
The following particulars have been taken from the China Year-Book, 1934, but the Secretariat

cannot vouch for their accuracy.
[Note continued on following page,
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Artillery.
13 regiments.

Engineers.
15 battalions.

On the basis of 14,000 officers and men per division, the total
numerical force would amount to approximately i,8oo,ooo men.

The demobilisation or reorganisation programme provides for 65
infantry divisions, 8 cavalry brigades, i6 artillery regiments and 8
engineer regiments, amounting in all to 800,000 men.

As regards air forces, the programme provides for 23 squadrons
of aeroplanes and seaplanes, 4 squadrons of dirigibles, and ii anti-
aircraft squadrons, by I935.

The land army comprises actually (I932) fifteen squadrons; each
squadron consists of seven machines, plus three in reserve. The total
effective forces amount to 150 fighting machines. In addition, there
are 150 school machines for the training of the different categories
of pilots.

RECRUITING SYSTEM AND PERIOD OF SERVICE.

Military service in the national army is voluntary, although a form
of conscription is enforced in certain provinces. The period of service
with the colours is three years ; after completing their service with the
colours, men pass into the first-line reserve for three years, where they

Note continued from preceding page.]

Composition of the Army at December 3 ist, I933.
Approximate

i. Regular troops under control of the National Government: strength
134 infantry divisions .................... 1,033,000
33 independent infantry brigades .. 133,500

6 independent infantry regiments .9,500
8 cavalry divisions .. .. .. .. .... .. .. .... 48,000

14 independent cavalry brigades .. .. .. .. ..... .. 28,000
4 artillery brigades ................. 8,oo000

19 independent artillery regiments .......... .. . 28,500
I trench mortar battery ...... ........... 500
9,independent artillery companies .... .. i,o8o
5 gendarmerie regiments and miscellaneous troops ...... 9,000
2 transport regiments and miscellaneous troops ...... 7,500
5 air-force squadrons .. ............... 2,000

Total...................... 1,318,580

2. Kwantung and Kwiangsi troops :
I9 divisions .......... ...... .. ... .. 3,oo
4 independent brigades .. .. .. .. ...... i6,ooo
5 independent regiments .............. .. 9,000
6 air-force squadrons ............ ........ 1,200

Total .................... . 157,200

3. Provincial forces .. .. . . .. ,.. . .. 523,850
Grand total ........ · ·. .... . 1,999,630
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have to undergo one month's training per annum. On completing
their service with the first-line reserve, men pass into the second-line
reserve, where they have to undergo one month's training every two
years. After leaving the second-line reserve, men are definitely
released from all liability to military service.

EFFECTIVES. 1

(On July Ist, I93I.)
Total effectives Officers

Land army. . . 1,260,00o 63,000
Land formations organised on a military basis 360,000 18,000
Regular air forces .. . 3,270
Air formations organised on a military basis I,o012 

II. Navy.
LIST OF UNITS (i934).

12 cruisers
Date: (i) of Dimensions
launching; I Displace- (feet) Speed Armament

1
(number,

Names of the ships (2) of ment Length H.p. (kts.) and calibre in inches)
entry into (tons) Beam

service Draught

Cruisers.

i. Ning-Hai .. 1 93- 36 i 55, VI (A.A.),
2 Pin -Hi .. 2,50 39 9,500 22 VI 55, VI tub (.A.,

2932-I 5 IV tubes (2I).

Protected Cruisers.

346
i. Ying Sei .. 19II--12 2,460 6 39o I

4 II in. ,000 II 6, IV 4, II 3, VI
( 320 2o 3-pdr. IItubes(I8).

2. Chao Ho .. 19II--I2 2,460 39
14

3. Hai Yung .. i897- 328III 41, IV
4. Hai Chou .. I897- 3,000 40.75 7,500 19 r. I tube (I9).
f· Hai ::•:zl I89:- " I I3-pdr. Itube(I4).
5. Hai Shen I898- x93

6. Hai Chi
2

.. 1898- 4,300 9 in. II 8, X 4.7, XII 3-pdr.
H, ~fi~al Chi 2 ,.. I898- 1 4,30o 46 9 in. 7 ,ooo 24 V tubes 8).

16.75 

Light Cruisers.

} I'" iI 4.7, I 4, II 3 (A.A.),
1. Ming San .. I931- 6oo 27 IS i I ,I3A )

6]Mi g S I I 6-pdr.
275 1I 6, I 5.5, IV 3 (A.A.),

2. Yat Sen .. 1930- 1,65o 34 4,000 20 ,
II II 3-pdr.

3. Te Chien
3
.. 1902- 260

900 27 6000 0 I tubes.4. TaTunga .. 19oo- ! Iltubes.

Guns and torpedo-tubes above water and submerged.
2Refitted in 1927.3

Comoletelv rebuilt in 1930-3I1

x See note 3 on previous page. 2 Actual personnel.
" Including officers. 4 Average daily number of effectives during the year 193o.
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2 destroyers and- 6 torpedo-boats :

5 Type Date of Displace- Armament Type Date of mente Draught H Speed rant
launching (feet) H.p. (number, and calibre

; (tons) in inches)

Destroyers.

2 IChienKang..1 1912 390 I io 6,ooo 32 1II 3, IV 3-pdr., II
I I Iua Kanb .. I I II2 390 6,000 32 /I tubes (i8).

Torpedo-boats.

4 HuPeng .. I907-8 96 7j 1,200 23 13-pdr. II tubes(x14).
2 Su .. .. 895 90 8 700 i8 II tubes (i4).

' Guns and torpedo-tubes.

Miscellaneous : 50 units (gunboats, transport, despatch vessels,
training ship, etc.).

SUMMARY TABLE OF NAVAL UNITS.

Artillery 

Guns
Type . Number Tonnage

Ca- Tubes
Number libre

(inch)

Cruisers .... 12 27,270 2 8 24

14 6
13 5.5
I5 4.7
24 4.1

9 4
12 3.1

12 3
Destroyers and tor-

pedo-boats .. 8 1,344 4 3 20

Total .. .. 20 28,614 I05 44

aNot including guns under 3-inch.

EFFECTIVES.

AVERAGE DAILY NUMBER OF EFFECTIVES DURING THE YEAR I930-31.

Total effectives Officers
Naval forces . .. 15,581 2,604
Formations organised on a mili-

tary basis ...... 19,240 I,I24
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III. Budget Expenditure on National Defence.

The financial year covers the period from July ist to June 30oth.

929-30 1930-31 193I-32 1932-33 1933-34 I934-35

Closed accounts Draft estimates

Yuan dollars
1

(ooo,ooo's)

Military expenditure .. 245.4 311.6 303.82 335.1 415.6 293-0

"Approximate value, Yuan $i = U.S.A. $0.45.
2 Including payments made in previous years, amounting to $48.6 million.

NOTE.-As no details are available, it is impossible to ascertain whether
military pensions are included in the above figures or not.

Manchuria and Jehol.1

Area .. .1,303,o00 sq. km.
Population (XII. 1934).. 3 1,339,000
Density per sq. km. .. 24.1

Note.-The Secretariat has not been able to obtain any official publications
containing information as to the composition of the ( Manchukuo )) armed forces.

The following particulars have been taken from non-official technical
publications and the Secretariat cannot vouch for their accuracy.

In 1934, the armed forces of (( Manchukuo )) consisted of 3 army corps and 6
independent brigades stationed in Liaoning, with a total strength of 52,000
men, and 7 infantry brigades, .2 cavalry brigades and i artillery regiment
stationed at Kirin, with a total strength of 35,200 men.

During that year, the ((Manchukuo)) army was reorganised in 26-27 mixed
brigades, consisting of i cavalry regiment and i infantry regiment each and 7
cavalry brigades of 2 regiments each.

The infantry regiments consist of 2 battalions of 4 companies, including i
machine-gun company.

The cavalry regiments consist of 4 squadrons, including i machine-gun
squadron (4 guns).

The brigades are distributed among 5 district commands : the first compris-
ing 6 mixed brigades; the second, 4 mixed brigades and 4 cavalry brigades;
the third, 5 mixed brigades and i cavalry brigade; the fourth, 8 mixed brigades
and I cavalry brigade; and the fifth, 3 or 4 mixed brigades and i cavalry brigade.

There is also an independent military district in the province of Hingan,
where the Mongolian troops are concentrated. These troops are divided into 4
groups, each more or less equivalent to a brigade. The first group is stationed

Territory also known as "Manchukuo
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in the eastern part of Hingan (headquarters at Buhedu), the second group in the
Solunj district, the third group in the Tunliao region and the fourth group at
Barga (headquarters at Hailar).

As a result of this reorganisation, the regular armed forces of ( Manchukuo) 
amount to some 75,000 men.

Budgetary Expenditure on National Defence.

The financial year covers the period from July Ist to June 30th.

1932-33 1933-34

Estimates

Department of Defence : "Manchukuo" yuan (ooo,ooo's)
Ordinary ........... 30.0 37-3
Extraordinary ... 3.0 4.7

Total Defence .......... .. · 33.0 42.0

The receipts and expenditure of the Army Clothing Factory for I933-34
are included in a special budget amounting to 5.4 million "Manchukuo "yuan.


