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SWITZERLAND

Area .......... 41,000 sq. km.
Population (xii. I93) ........ 4,077,000
Density per sq. km ..... ..... 99-4

MAIN CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ARMY

The Swiss Army is a militia army. The recruits, numbering some
25,000, who come up each year to do their military service remain
with the colours (period of first training) only from 65 to 92 days. Thus,
there are in Switzerland no forces permanently with the colours except
a corps of about 300 instructors. After completing their service with
the colours, recruits keep their personal arms and equipment in their
own possession so long as they are liable for military service.

Each year, about I50,000 men who have done their service with
the colours come up for repetition training courses which usually last
13 days.

The Swiss army is a federal army. The Federal Council is the supreme
head of the military administration, and acts through the Military
Department, of which the chief is a Federal Councillor. The cantonal
military administration is under the supervision of the federal authorities.
The cantons have only a small army at their disposal (companies and
battalions of infantry, squadrons of dragoons and supplementary
services). They may levy only 300 men. In peace time, the Military
Department assumes command of the army. As soon as a levy of
troops is ordered or arranged for, the Federal Assembly appoints a
Commander-in-Chief of the army.

The Swiss army consists of three classes: the first line (Elite), the
Landwehr and the Landsturm. The first line is composed of men from
the ages of 20 to 32 inclusive, the Landwehr of men from 33 to 40
inclusive, and the Landsturm of men from 41 to 48 inclusive.

The Landsturm forms an integral part of the army. The Landsturm
infantry is employed to protect the mobilisation of the field army and
to guard the frontiers, lines of communication, etc. The special Land-
sturm troops are employed to reinforce or supplement the Landwehr
and to carry out duties during mobilisation and in the territorial service.
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Men incorporated who are no longer fit for service in the Landsturm
are drafted into the supplementary services or released entirely from
service. Men incorporated in the supplementary services do not
undergo military training.

The Landsturm consists of officers who serve up to the age of 52
inclusive, men of 41 to 48 years inclusive who have received military
training, and members of the military forces who are no longer fit for
first-line or Landwehr service but can still serve in the Landsturm.
Supreme control of the Landsturm is exercised in peace time by the
staff. On mobilisation for active service, the direction of all matters
concerning the Landsturm is transferred to the headquarters staff.
For administrative purposes, the Landsturm troops, in principle, come
under the cantonal military authorities.

I. Army.

ORGANS OF MILITARY COMMAND AND ADMINISTRATION

FEDERAL MILITARY DEPARTMENT.

In peace time, the Federal Military Department is the central
authority for military questions.

It is an executive organ of the Federal Council which is the supreme
head of the military administration.

The Chief of the Federal Military Department is a Federal Councillor.
The Federal Military Department assumes command of the army,

pending the appointment of the Commander-in-Chief by the Federal
Assembly, appointment which takes place as soon as a levy of troops
on a large scale is ordered or arranged for.

ARMY STAFF.

The Army Staff is attached to the Commander-in-Chief. In peace
time, the General Staff acts as the Army Staff.

The Chief of the General Staff is head of the Army Staff and is di-
rectly under the Commander-in-Chief.

NATIONAL DEFENCE COMMITTEE.

The National Defence Committee, the Chairman of which is the
head of the Federal Military Department, deals with important questions
affecting national defence.

The Committee ceases to function as soon as a Commander-in-Chief
of the Army is appointed.
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ORGANISATION AND COMPOSITION OF THE ARMY

i. Higher units: 6 infantry division,
3 cavalry brigades.

Each infantry division consists of 3 infantry brigades, including
I mountain brigade, and i brigade of artillery.

The cavalry brigades form part of the troops not on the strength
of a division (army troops).

2. Arms and services:
Infantry : 37 first-line infantry regiments, including ii regiments

of mountain infantry.
18 Landwehr regiments, including 3 mountain regiments.

A first-line infantry regiment consists of 3 battalions, with the
exception of i regiment which has only 2 battalions. In all, there are
iio battalions, including 33 mountain battalions.

A Landwehr regiment consists of 2 battalions.
The infantry also includes i8 first-line machine-gun companies

with field carriages and 6 similar Landwehr companies.
An infantry battalion has 3 or 4 rifle companies and one machine-

gun company (with 9 guns). Each company consists of 4 rifle
field sections and 3 machine-gun field sections. A rifle field section
comprises 3 groups of riflemen, each of 9 men and 2 groups of machine
gunners, each of 8 men with i automatic rifle. A machine-gun field
section has 3 guns.

A mountain infantry battalion consists of from 3 to 5 rifle companies
and i machine-gun company (with 12 guns).

Each infantry regiment has in all 180o horse-drawn vehicles (mountain
infantry : i62), 72 automatic rifles, 27 machine-guns (mountain infantry :
36).

Cavalry: 6 divisional groups of dragoons (12 squadrons),
6 regiments of dragoons.

Each regiment of dragoons consists of 3 squadrons of dragoons
and i machine-gun squadron (plus i machine-gun squadron attached
to the Landwehr).

Each regiment of dragoons has 26 horse-drawn vehicles and 3 motor
vehicles, I2 automatic rifles and 6 machine guns.

Each divisional group of dragoons has ii horse-drawn vehicles,
2 motor vehicles, 8 automatic rifles.

Artillery : i2 regiments of field artillery;
6 groups of field howitzers;
6 groups of mountain artillery;
6 artillery howitzer companies.

Each regiment of field artillery consists of 2 groups, each of 3 75-mm.
batteries. Each group of field howitzers is composed of 2 i2-cm. batteries.
Each group of mountain artillery consists of 2 75-mm. batteries.
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In addition to the divisional artillery, there are 4 regiments of
artillery not on the strength of divisions (army troops). The non-
divisional artillery is heavy field artillery, each regiment of which
consists of a group composed of 2 batteries of I5-cm. howitzers and
2 groups each composed of 2 batteries of I2-cm. heavy guns.

Finally, the fortress service has 4 regiments of motor-drawn
artillery, each with i group of Iz-cm. guns (9 batteries in all) and i
or 2 groups (5 in all) of motor-drawn artillery, one 75-mm. battery,
and one battery of I2-cm. howitzers.

Each battery of field artillery has 20 horse-drawn vehicles and
4 horse-drawn 75-mm. guns.

Each battery of field howitzers has ig horse-drawn vehicles and
4 horse-drawn I2-cm. howitzers.

Each mountain battery has 3 horse-drawn vehicles and 4 horse-
drawn 75-mm. mountain guns.

Each battery of motor-drawn guns has 24 motor vehicles and 4
motor-drawn 75-mm. guns.

Each battery of motor-drawn (i2-cm.) howitzers consists of 4 motor-
drawn howitzers.

Each battery of motor-drawn heavy guns has 26 motor vehicles
and 4 motor-drawn i2-cm. guns.

Finally, each battery of heavy field howitzers has 21 horse-drawn
vehicles and 4 horse-drawn I5-cm. howitzers.

Each brigade of divisional artillery has, in all, 48 75-mm. guns, 8 12-
cm. howitzers and 8 mountain guns, a total of 64.

Engineers : 6 battalions of sappers, each of 4 companies.
The Landwehr also has 6 battalions of sappers, each of 3 companies.
The Swiss army includes various services :

Medical service (24 first-line companies and 6 Landwehr companies);
Supply service;
Train service, etc.

UNITS IN THE LANDSTURM.

Infantry : 70o battalions.

These battalions consist in all of 20o8 infantry companies and 60
machine-gun companies (each with 4 guns).

Cavalry : i5 companies.
Artillery 5-6 batteries of motor-drawn guns;

5-6 batteries of motor-drawn howitzers;
25 batteries of heavy guns;
I5 companies of fortress artillery;
24 field artillery park companies;
6 field howitzer park companies;
6 mountain artillery park companies;
8-I2 heavy field howitzer park companies.
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Engineers: 44 detachments of sappers, bridgers, telegraphists, etc.
Detachments of medical troops, aviation troops, motor-

transport troops, train troops and supply troops.

FORTRESSES.

Up to I924, the fortress troops constituted a separate arm. Under
the Federal Decree of December i8th, I924, the fortress service was reor-
ganised, and its troops no longer constitute a separate arm. The units
belonging to the fortress garrisons of St. Maurice and the St. Gothard
are assigned to the army corps commands for the purposes of supervising
their state of training, their preparedness, and their efficiency. These units
are distributed among the three army corps commands.

There are, however, troops which form part of the fortress garrisons
but which are not attached to an army corps command ; in that case they
are under the orders of the chiefs of section of the Federal Military Depart-
ment.

Fortress Garrisons

St. Maurice: i regiment of mountain infantry (2 battalions).
i regiment of motor-drawn artillery (two I2-cm. bat-

teries, I 75-mm. battery and i battery of I2-cm.
howitzers).

i sapper company and 2 telegraph companies.

St. Gothard: 2 regiments of mountain infantry (5 battalions).
6 machine-gun companies.
3 regiments of motor-drawn artillery (7 batteries
of I2-cm. guns, 4 batteries of 75-mm. guns, and
4 batteries of I2-cm. howitzers).

i sapper company and 5 telegraph companies.

AIR SERVICE.

The Military Air Service is under the General Staff Branch. It is
commanded by a departmental chief entitled " Chief of the Military Air
Service "

The Military Air Service, which is now in process of reorganisation,
consists provisionally of i8 flying companies grouped in flights.

AIR MATERIAL.

(Extract from the communication from the Government of Switzerland dated
October 27th, 1931.) 1

Number of aeroplanes .............. 125 2
Total horse-power ................ 75,0003

1 Document C.8 4 5.M-4 24. 193I.IX (Conf.D.32).
2 Including aeroplanes in commission and those which are under construction.
Not including 175 instructional aeroplanes, which could not be used for war purposes.
3 The total horse-power has been calculated on an average per machine.
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The following is a summary table of units, comprising various units of
the first line, of the first line and Landwehr, and of the Landwehr taken
separately.

SUMMARY TABLE OF UNITS.

D5) 1a g Batteries Companies Groups
b o a

Infantry:
ist line ....... 6 37 Iio 482-491z 3 
ist line and Landwehr i8a 7 85
Landwehr ..... i8 37 I766 4-6'

Cavalry :
ist line ....... 3 6 36 s 6
Landwehr . . . . . 369

Artillery:
ist line ....... 6 I2 ioi-io8 1o 38-42 n
ist line and Landwehr 8-io 12 35-37 27-3I 14 24-25 "
Landwehr ..... 42-48 16 2-6 '

Engineers:
ist line ....... 38
ist line and Landwehr 4 22-28 I
Landwehr .... 6 25

Aviation:
ist line ....... 30
ist line and Landwehr 5 5
Landwehr . . . . . 1

Train :
ist line and Landwehr 3 6

Medical Corps:
Ist line ....... 40-42 4-6ist line and Landwehr 6
Landwehr . ... .. 6

Supply Troops :
ist line and Landwehr 29 6
Landwehr . . . . . 6

Motor Transport Troops:
ist line and Landwehr 30 1
Landwehr .6 . .. 6

'34I companies of riflemen and carabineers; iio machine-gun companies ;9-;8 cyclist companies;
i8 machine-gun companies with field carriages; 4 mountain machine-gun companies.

2 Cyclists.
Including 4-6 mountain brigades.
6 cyclist companies with a motor-cyclist section and i motor-cyclist company.
6 machine-gun groups with field carriages; 2 mountain machine-gun groups.
I113 infantry; 37 machine-gun, 6 machine-gun with field carriages and i8 park.
Mountain columns.
Including 6 machine-gun.
30 dismounted, and 6 machine-gun with field carriages.

' 72 field; 12 field howitzer, 8-12 heavy field howitzer, 9-io mountain.
' 2f field; 6 field howitzer; 4-6 mountain artillery; 8-12 heavy field howitzer.

' 4-6 heavy artillery, 4 motor-drawn artillery.
' 25 heavy tractor guns; 5-6 tractor giuns; 5-6 tractor howitzers.
" 6-8 artillery observation companies; 15 fortress companies ; 2 mountain searchlight and 3 balloon companies.

1 I2 tractor siege guns; 5-6 motor-drawn artillery, 5 fortress groups, i searchlight and i balloon group.
" Park company.
17 The Landwehr medical service includes, besides the 6 companies and 6 groups, 22-24 ambulances, 6 field

hospitals, 44-48 ambulance columns, 28 ambulance trains
"I Including 24 motor transport columns.
19 Motor transport columns tor heavy artillery regiments and motor artillery regiments.
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MILITARY POLICE

The military Police carries out police duties of all kinds among the
troops. It is under the Commander-in-Chief of the army. The officers
of the military police are recruited from the officers of the army. N.C.O.s
and gendarmes are recruited from the police forces of the cantons and
communes and from volunteers of various arms.

RECRUITING SYSTEM AND PERIOD OF SERVICE

Military service is compulsory. Liability for military service lasts for
29 years in the case of men and 32 years in the case of officers. Recruits
go before the Recruiting Board in their nineteenth year. If they are
found fit for service, they have to do :

(i) Training in recruits' courses;
(2) Active service throughout the time they are in the first line;
(3) Musketry courses and inspections (outside service).

If found unfit for service, recruits have to pay a military tax ; the
stronger men are incorporated in the supplementary services (pioneers,
base services, etc.).

PERIOD OF LIABILITY FOR MILITARY SERVICE.

First line Landwehr Landsturmn

Subaltern officers, N.C.O.s and men from 2o to 32 years from 33 to 40
of age (inclusive) from 4I to 48

subaltern officers
to 52Cavalry N.C.O.s and troopers .. 20 to 29 30 to 40

Captains ............ to 38 to 44 to 52

Field officers ......... to 48 to 52

Period of Service with the Colours.

Recruits receive their first military training at recruits' courses.
These courses are intended for the training of the rank and file, and
they also provide practical training for the cadres. The first training
lasts 65 days for the infantry and engineers, go days for the cavalry,
75 days for the artillery, air force and fortress troops, and 60 days for
troops of the medical service, veterinary service, etc.
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Repetition Training Courses.
Men in the first line are called up each year to the end of their

thirty-second year for repetition training courses. The repetition courses
last 13 days for all arms except the artillery (i6 /4 days) and air force
troops (i6 days).

Men in the Landwehr of all arms, except cavalry, are called up
every 4 years for ii days' repetition training.

Men in the Landsturm do not take part in peace-time training unless
called up individually.

TOTAL MAXIMUM DURATION OF SERVICE.

(Total number of days.)

LAND ARMED FORCES

Men N.C.O.s Officers

Infantry ............. 17i 260-401 342-754
Cavalry ............. 196 325-430 436-925
Artillery ............. 205 319-455 458-969
Engineers ............ I71 275-394 434-881
Medical corps. i66 280-394 352-733
Veterinary service. 258 306 318-729
Administration service ...... i66 250-364 338-706
Train service ........... i66 250-364 338-690
Motor transport service ...... 205 319-455 317-754

AIR ARMED FORCES

Aviation troops ......... 205 319-455 402-1,023

The statutory period of service for the cadres varies according
to rank.

Compulsory service in the Landwehr is included in these figures.
The Landsturm do no service in peace time.

Musketry Courses.
Men who take their rifles and equipment home on the conclusion of

their service with the colours have to carry out annual musketry courses
under the supervision of rifle clubs which are themselves supervised.

In 1931, the Confederation placed about iz million cartridges at the
disposal of rifle clubs for their compulsory and optional exercises. During
the same year, more than 48I,ooo men took part in musketry courses.

RECRUITING OF OFFICERS.

Cadet officers are trained at an officers' school. The period of training
in this school is from 45 to Io5 days according to the arm. There is also
a staff course for the training of the General Staff.
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N.C.O.s are recruited from privates and lance-corporals who have
passed through an N.C.O.s' course. The course lasts from 20 to 35
days.

PREPARATORY MILITARY TRAINING

The Confederation subsidises associations for imparting preparatory
military training to boys under military age. These associations are
intended particularly for musketry instruction. The Confederation
supplies arms, ammunition and equipment free of charge. The Confe-
deration also subsidises other associations for the promotion of the
physical development of young men after leaving school, and for their
preparation for military service. Gymnastic instruction, under the
supervision of the Cantons, is also given in all secondary schools.

NUMBER OF PUPILS.

I926 1927 I928 1929 1930 I93I
Gymnastic training . . 24,000 24,000 24,000 26,000 26,000 26,000
Training with arms . . 8,000 8,000 8,000 7,000 8,oo0 9,300
Junior musketry training 13,000 13,000 13,000 iI,ooo 11,ooo 17,200
Cadet corps . . . . 3,000 3,000 3,000 2,900 2,900 2,8oo

EFFECTIVES

I. AVERAGE DAILY NUMBER OF EFFECTIVES REACHED DURING THE

YEAR I930.

(Extract from the communication from the Government of Switzerland, dated
October 27th, I93I.) 1

Land Air
armed forces armed forces

Total effectives ........... 12,290 2 258 2
Officers.............. 662 2

These figures were arrived at by multiplying the number of officers
and men who have performed service during the year by the number of
their individual days of service and dividing the result by 365.

Document C.8 4 5.M. 424 .19 3 1.IX (Conf.D. 32).
2 These figures include the complete effectives of the schools of recruits - i. e.,

of men undergoing their first training - namely, 5,995 (223 officers) for the land
army. The figures for trained men alone are: 6,072 for total effectives and 388 for
officers. The difference between the totals (I2,29o and 12,067; 662 and 6II) is due
to the fact that instructors and fortress guards, some of whom have not served in
units, are reckoned in the table above. For the air forces, the effectives include the
schools of recruits (128) and repetition courses (I28). The difference between the totals
(258 and 256) is due to the fact that 2 officers included in the table above have not
served with the units.
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This is a purely mathematical figure which does not represent the
average number of men permanently with the colours. In Switzerland
for months at a time (November to January), there are no troops with
the colours. From February to August there are only schools of recruits.
It would therefore be a mistake to attach to the figures given the same
meaning as they would have in a standing army. Only instructor officers
and N.C.O.s and fortress guards are in permanent service. Their
strength in 1930 was 205 instructor officers, 57 N.C.O.s and 2oi guards
of the land army and ii officers and 3 N.C.O.s of the air force. They
are included in the figures of this table.

During the last three years, the average numbers entering the schools
and courses have been 7,540 officers and I63,253 N.C.O.s and men of
the land army and 3,290 officers, N.C.O.s and men (1930) of the air
force.

Most of the cadres and men on service only undergo a repetition
course of 13 days.

2. SUMMARY TABLE OF BUDGETARY EFFECTIVES.

NOTE. - The figures in the following table, which are extracted from
previous editions of the Armaments Year-Book, differ in character
from the figures in the preceding table. These two kinds of returns
are not comparable with each other.

Training Recruits' Refresher
of cadres training course training

1926:

Number ......... 7,892 26,370 117,569
Days' presence ...... 258,635 1,868,490 1,593,538

1927:

Number .......... 7,578 24,870 I26,059
Days' presence ....... 241,887 1,755,oi0 1,710,452

1928 :

Number .......... 7,852 24,800 123,129
Days' presence ....... 254,652 1,698,575 1,700,456

1929:

Number .......... 7,872 24,860 141,I05
Days' presence ....... 248,802 1,655,195 1,908,64i

1930:

Number ...... .... 7,796 25,040 146,250
Days' presence ....... 245,681 1,669,140 1,975,818

193 :

Number .......... 8,002 25,180 152,436
Days' presence ....... 253,681 1,649,720 2,059,308
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HI. Expenditure on National Defence.

1. ACTUAL EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR 1930.

(Extract from the communication from the Government of Switzerland,
dated October 27th, 1931).'

Land Naval Air
forces forces forces Total

Francs (ooo,ooo's)
Effectives ........ 64.9 - 2.9 67.8
Transport . . . . . . . . I5.4 0.5 I5.9
Buildings ......... 4.2 - 0.2 4.4
War material . . . . . 22.2 3-3 25.5

Total . .. . . . 106.7 - 6.9 113.6

NOTES. - I. The above figures include the military expenditure of the
Cantons and expenditure on military insurance with the exception of invalidity
pensions.

Francs
000,000's

2. Pensions. - Invalidity pensions ............ 5-5

(This figure represents the amount paid by the Military Insurance
in 1930 for annuities on account of invalidity as a result of military
service.)

2. BUDGET EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEARS I925 TO I931.

The data in the table below are from earlier editions of the Armaments Year-
Book. These data should not be compared with those in the foregoing table, which
is based on the answer of the Government of Switzerland in response to the
Council's request for information concerning the state of its armaments (see
Preface, page 5).

1925 1 _926 1 1927 1 1928 1 1929 1930 I 193-1

Closed accounts Estimates

Francs (ooo000,000ooo's)
Administration account:

Military department ..... 80.7 8i.8 80.2 81.6 83.7 84.1 88.2
Public debt service (purchase of

aeroplanes; etc.) ...... - -- 4.0
Capital account:

Purchase of machine-guns .. - 4.8 5.0 4.1 o.8 -

Total.......... 80.7 86.6 85.2 85.7 84.5 84.1 92.2

Index numbers of:
Wholesale prices (June-July

9I14 = ioo) ....... i62z 145 2 42 145 141 127 1153
Retail prices : Cost of living

(June I914 = Ioo). .... 168 i62 i6o 161 161 158 I56'

'Lorenz index.
* As from I926, index of the Federal Labour Office.
3 Month of January 1931.

' Document C.8 4 5.1. 4 24.I 9 3 I.IX (Conf. D.32).

20
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NOTES. - i. Expenditure on the air force is included in that of the military
department.

2. The service of pensions for State officials is charged to a special pensions
fund, to which the State and the personnel pay contributions. The State contribu-
tions are shown in the State budget under the heading " Various Expenses "

3. The expenditure of the military department shown above does not include
the State grants on account of temporary or permanent disablement, which are
charged to that department. They have amounted to

1925 1926 927 I I928 I I929 1930 I 1931

Closed accounts Estimates

Francs (ooo,ooo's)
Military insurance (Grants for

temporary or permanent dis-
ablement). ..... ... 4.9 4.9 4.9 5.5 5.7 4.I 6.I

4. According to the Statistical Year-Book of Switzerland, among the subsidies
granted by the Confederation to the Cantons, the following sums were devoted
to military and physical training :

I925 I926 I927 I928 1929 I930

Francs (ooo,ooo's)
Subsidies granted by the Confede-

ration to military and physical
training . .......... 4.8 4.9 4.9 4.9 5.3 5.4

It must be pointed out, however, that the expenditure of the Military Depart-
ment includes the following sums granted to military societies :

1925 1926 1927 i928 I 2929 I93 

Closed accounts Estimates

(Francs (ooo,ooo's)

3.6 3.6 3.6 3.6 3.8 3.8 3.5

5. The sum of 4 million francs under public debt service represents the first
instalment of payment for aeroplanes, etc., purchased in virtue of a credit of 20 mil-
lion francs. The payment is to be spread over a maximum period of 5 years.


