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SPAIN

Area ... ...... 503,000 sq. km.
Population (xiI. I930) ..... 22,940,000
Density per sq. km .... 45.6

MAIN CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ARMED FORCES'

The armed forces of the Spanish Republic comprise the land army,
the air force and the navy. The first two are stationed either in the
peninsula and adjacent islands or in Morocco.

The army of the peninsula, of the Balearic Islands and of the Canary
Islands is divided into 8 infantry divisions and i cavalry division, each
division including all arms. In addition to the divisional formations,
the army further comprises troops and services of the army corps and
of the army, also including all arms.

The generals of the 8 infantry divisions are in command of all the
troops and services forming the divisions and of certain troops and
services not included in the divisions; the general of the cavalry
division is in command of the corps which form this higher unit.

The Balearic and the Canary Islands each form a military command
under a divisional general.

The protected zone of Morocco is divided into two areas : the
eastern area (territories of Melilla and Rif), and the western area (terri-
tories of Ceuta Tetuan and Larache). The supreme command of all
the land forces of the protected zone is exercised by a general officer of
the army under the supreme authority of the High Commissioner. This
officer, who has the title of Commander-in-Chief of the Military Forces
of Morocco, is appointed by decree of the President on the proposal of
the Ministry for War and after consulting the High Commissioner.

MOBILISATION CENTRES.

The mobilisation centres were created on June i6th, I931.
They undertake all duties relating to mobilisation, except in respect

of industry. The mobilisation centres are based on the class available
for active service and the reserve class to which men who have served

1 The armed forces of the Spanish Republic are at present being reorganised. Some
questions still remain to be settled, such as the system of recruiting the men, the material
to be allowed, military industries, the organisation of reserves, etc.
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in the ranks may belong. Men belonging to the first class must be
mobilised first ; those in the second class are allotted to the mobilisation
centres of their place of residence and are destined to form reserve units.
A district is allotted to each mobilisation centre. The mobilisation and
reserve centres are equal in number to the divisional infantry brigades,
every two brigades being equivalent to one division.

Men discharged from the army and available for active service
continue to belong to the active units of the army in which they performed
their service, without regard to the place of their residence, except for
men who performed their service in the active corps of Africa, the
Balearic Islands and the Canary Islands, and who remain attached to
the active corps of the same arm or corps situated nearest to their place
of residence. In the same way, men who have served in the peninsular
corps and who, after being discharged, have taken up their permanent
residence in the territories of Africa, the Balearic Islands or the Canaries,
serve in the active units nearest to their residence in those territories.

i. Army.

ORGANS OF MILITARY COMMAND AND ADMINISTRATION

WAR MINISTRY.

The War Ministry is in charge of the direction and administration
of the armed forces. It comprises the under-secretariat and the central
staff. The former is in charge of the administration of the army, and the
latter of all matters concerning the training of the army for war.

In war-time, the chief of the central staff becomes the chief of the
general staff of the field army.

The War Ministry possesses an advisory body called the Higher War
Council. It is presided over by the War Minister and also includes three
inspectors-general and the chief of the central staff. Its main duty is
to examine questions connected with training for war and the consti-
tution of the army.

ORGANISATION AND COMPOSITION OF THE ARMY

(October I93I.)

i. Higher units: 8 infantry divisions (mixed divisions);
i cavalry division;
2 independent mixed brigades.

Each infantry division is composed of 2 infantry brigades, i light
artillery brigade and various cavalry, engineer and other units.



276 SPAIN

The independent cavalry division is composed of 3 brigades and of
various artillery, motor machine-gun and other units.

2. Arms and services:

I. FORCES STATIONED IN THE PENINSULA.

Infantry: 35 infantry regiments (including 3 regiments of naval
bases);

2 regiments and 6 independent battalions of mountain
infantry;

2 marine infantry regiments;
2 light tank regiments;
2 machine-gun battalions;
i cyclist battalion.

Each infantry regiment consists of 2 armed battalions, composed
of 4 fusilier companies and I machine-gun company each. The establish-
ment of an infantry regiment is 1,273 officers, N.C.O.s and men.

Each mountain battalion consists of 4 fusilier companies and i
machine-gun company. The strength of a mountain battalion is 695
officers, N.C.O.s and men.

Each tank regiment consists of 2 battalions of 3 companies each.
The strength of a tank regiment is 510 officers, N.C.O.s and men.

The cyclists' battalion includes 5 fusilier companies and 3 machine-
gun companies, with a strength of 893 officers, N.C.O.s and men.

Each machine-gun battalion consists of i company of fusiliers and
3 machine-gun companies, with a strength of 426 officers, N.C.O.s
and men.

Cavalry : 9 light cavalry regiments;
i independent light cavalry battalion;
i group of motor machine-gun squadrons.

Each cavalry regiment consists of 4 sabre squadrons and i automatic
arms squadron.

The motor machine-gun group consists of 2 squadrons with a strength
of 223 officers, N.C.O.s and men.

Artillery :
Light artillery : 6 regiments;
Mountain artillery : 2 regiments;
Coast artillery : 3 regiments;
Horse artillery : I regiment;
Foot artillery : 4 regiments;
Anti-aircraft artillery : 2 groups.

Each light artillery regiment consists of 2 groups of 3 batteries each,
armed with guns and howitzers, and has a regulation strength of 756
officers, N.C.O.s and men.
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Each mountain artillery regiment consists of 2 groups of 3 batteries
each armed with Io5-cm. guns and has a regulation strength of 769
officers, N.C.O.s and men.

The horse artillery regiment is composed of 2 groups of 3 batteries
each and has a regulation strength of 829 officers, N.C.O.s and men.

Each foot artillery regiment consists of 2 groups of 3 batteries each
and has a regulation strength of 658 officers, N.C.O.s and men.

Each anti-aircraft group consists of 2 armed batteries and a machine-
gun company and has a regulation strength of 249 officers, N.C.O.s
and men.

Engineers: 3 regiments (sappers and miners, railway, signals);
8 independent battalions of sappers;
i bridging battalion;
i balloon regiment;
i independent group of sappers.

The regiment of sappers and miners is composed of 2 battalions
of 4 companies each.

The railway regiment comprises 3 battalions of 4 companies each.
The signals regiment consists of 3 battalions of 3 companies each.
The independent group of sappers consists of 2 mountain companies

and i mounted company.

Aviation: 3 squadrons.

Each squadron is normally composed of 4 groups, the first two of
which include reconnaissance aeroplanes, the third fighter aeroplanes
and the fourth bombing aeroplanes.

Each reconnaissance group possesses 2 active flights and i reserve
flight; each fighter group consists of I active flight and 2 reserve;
the bombing groups for the moment have no personnel.

The regulation strength of each squadron is about 60 officers and
660 men.

The Spanish armed forces stationed in the peninsula also include
a number of services such as the intendance service, the army medical
service and the veterinary service.

2. BALEARIC ISLANDS AND CANARY ISLANDS.

Infantry : 4 regiments.

Artillery : 3 mixed groups;
i regiment of coast artillery.

The first mixed artillery group is composed of a battery of light
artillery, a mountain battery and a mechanical traction battery, together
with 3 position and coast batteries.

The other 2 mixed artillery groups are each composed of a mountain
battery and troops for the position and coast batteries.
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Engineers : 4 mixed groups.
Each mixed group is composed of a company of sappers and a signals

company.
Intendance: 2 companies.
Army Medical Service: 2 companies.

3. MOROCCO.

Infantry : 4 regiments;
5 groups of regular native forces.

Each regiment comprises 2 battalions of 7 companies, i of which
is a machine-gun company.

Cavalry : 2 escort sections.
Artillery: 20 batteries.
Engineers : 2 battalions of 4 companies;

2 wireless telegraphy and motor groups.
Aviation: i squadron.
Intendance service, army medical service and 4 marine companies.

SUMMARY TABLE OF UNITS.

.Divi.ion Brgades Regi- Batta- Squa- Batteries Com-
Divisions Brigades ments lions drons panics

Higher units ........ 91 29 2 

Peninsula :
Infantry . ..... 4 9.. . — 420 5

Cavalry ......... 9 47 6 

Artillery :
Light ......... 6 96
Mountain. ..... . - - 2 - - 12 
Coast ......... - - 3 
Horse .. ....... —- - i - 6 -

Foot ... 4 24
Anti-aircraft ...... . 4 2 

Engineers .-..... . 4 17 - — -

Balearic and Canary Islands :
Infantry ......... . 4 -

Artillery ......... . . -I
Engineers ........ 

Morocco 
Infantry . ........ 4 8 56
Artillery ..-- 20 -

Engineers.. .... .. .2 8

Including I cavalry division.
2 Including 8 artillery brigades, 3 cavalry brigades and 2 independent mixed brigades.
3 Including 2 tank regiments.
4 Including 4 tank battalions, 2 machine-gun battalions, i cyclist battalion and 6 independent batalions of

mountain infantry.
Including 12 tank companies and 86 machine-gun companies.

6 Including 2 motor machine-gun squadrons and 9 automatic-arms squadrons.
7 Machine-gun.
8 In addition, 3 groups.
9 4 groups.

10 Including 4 machine-gun companies.
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SECURITY CORPS, CIVIL GUARD, CARABINEERS
AND PROVINCIAL CORPS

The Security Corps carries out police work in the towns and
co-operates with the civil police.

The Civil Guard Corps has the duties of a rural police and supervises
all kinds of communications; in the towns it assists the security and
police forces.

The Carabineers Corps is attached to the Customs service. The
regulation strength of this corps is 738 officers, I,o77 N.C.O.s and I4,246
carabineers.

The Provincial Corps are the rural police corps under the authority
of the provinces.

The expenses for the Security Corps and the Civil Guard are charged
to the Ministry of the Interior; those of the Carabineers Corps to the
Ministry of Finance, and those of the Provincial Corps to the "deputa-
tions " of the provinces concerned.

In spite of their outward appearance as organised and trained troops,
neither their equipment, training, arms and material, nor the age of
the men belonging to these various corps, allow of their being used as
field troops. Moreover, they do work which the Government cannot
dispense with even in war-time.

RECRUITING SYSTEM AND PERIOD OF SERVICE

The former law regarding recruiting for the army is still in force
pending the issue of the new law. 1

At present, the only men called up each year are those necessary
for filling existing vacancies in the active units. The total maximum
period of service to which effectives recruited by conscription are subject
is i year with the colours and 5 years in the class available for active
service for the land army and land air force; in the naval air force,
service is based on the system of voluntary enlistment. In the navy,.
the total maximum duration of service is 3 years. The recruits who have
passed a course of elementary military training outside the regiment in
military and civilian schools may be entitled, on payment of a tax,
to serve only for 6 months.

1 See the corresponding chapter of the military report on Spain in the last edition
of the Armaments Year-Book (I930-3I , p. 800).
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CONTINGENT OF RECRUITS FOR I93I.

Recruiting offices For Africa and thenla Totalds

First division .......... 3,436 12,007 15,443
Second division .......... 5,214 18,218 23,432
Third division .......... 2,671 9,332 12,003
Fourth division .......... 2,060 7, I99 9,259
Fifth division. .......... 1,599 5,587 7, 86
Sixth division. .......... 2,304 8,05 Io, 355
Seventh division ......... I,901 6,643 8,544
Eighth division.......... 3,633 12,692 16,325
Balearic Islands. ......... 282 986 1,268
Canary Islands .......... 400 2,785 3,185

Total.......... 23,500 83,500 Io07,000

The recruits are called up in two contingents fixed by drawing lots.
The following are exempt from the drawings: men serving in the civil
guard and carabineers corps, and men serving in the ranks as volunteers
who entered the army of the peninsula and of the islands and the marine
infantry before the review of March 1931; volunteers belonging to
the African corps and the Sahara detachments; corporals, sergeants,
warrant officers, instructors, bandsmen and all recruits who are not at
present in the ranks and can prove that they have served in the ranks
as volunteers for one year or more. All other recruits, including those
who have broken off their contract as volunteers after less than one
year's service in the ranks, are included in the drawings and receive a
corresponding number.

EFFECTIVES OF THE ARMED FORCES

I. AVERAGE DAILY EFFECTIVES DURING THE YEAR 1930.

(Extract from the communication from the Spanish Government,
dated September iith, I93i.) 

Armed forces stationed:

In the home country Overseas

Other effectives Other effectives
who have Tta who have

Total Officers completed at least Officers completed at leasteffectives effectives9 or 12 months' 9 or 12 months'
service service 

Land armed forces . 141,8932 21,893 34,000 53,5003 2,I00a II,IOo
Air armed forces:

Army .... . 2,509 1,505 691 - 415
Navy . 269. . . .

Total Officers Other effectives who have completed
teffectives at least 9 or i2 months' service "

Total armed forces:
Land forces . . . 195,393 23,993 45,I00
Air forces . .. 3,469 1,920

See note on the following page.

1Document C.6 7 4.M.281.i 9 3 1.IX (Conf. D. 24).
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See note on the preceding page :

1 Nine months for the land armed forces stationed in the home country and 12 months for the land armed forces
stationed overseas, as well as for the air armed forces.

2 Including the 21,893 officers and 34, ooo enlisted and re-enlisted men (volunteers, corporals, sergeants and Warrant
officers).

As a result of the reorganisation of the army carried out by the Government of the Republic from May to July
last, the number of officers on the new rolls has been reduced to 7,85o, and the number of soldiers with more than
9 months' service to 23,041, the total effectives of the land forces stationed in the home country having thereby been
reduced to 111,935.
·During I930, 20,000 men in excess of the contingent were called to the colours for 2 % months to undergo military

training. The average daily effectives are included in the total of the table above, which thus represents the average
daily effectives of the total land forces for that year.

a Of which: Morocco, 52,500 (2,067 officers) ; Sahara, 442 (I3 officers); Guinea, 558 (2o officers). As the result
of the reorganisation of the troops in Morocco by the Government of the Republic, the number of officers has been
reduced to 1,873 and the number of men to 45,I86.

4 Specialist personnel.

2. SUMMARY TABLE OF BUDGETARY EFFECTIVES.

The figures in the following table, which are extracted from previous
editions of the Armaments Year-Book, differ in character from the
figures in the preceding table. These two kinds of' returns are not
comparable with each other.

Home Country.

1924 [ 19252 I926 13927 1928 1929 1930

Officers.2..... .. 15,o82 12,166 14,286 13,434 13,434 12,702 12,702
N.C.O.s and irmen . . . 129,4o6 122,855 123,323 Ioo,000 oo,o000 101,95I 101,951

Total ..... I44,488 135,021 237,609 I13,434 113,434 114,653 II4,653

1923-24-
2 1924-25.

1925-26.

Morocco. 1

(Total effectives).

1924 . . . . . 66,014 1928 ...... 6f,653
1925 3 .... . 87,818 1:929 ..... . 63,177
I926 . ..... 87,818 1930 ....... 63,177
I927 ..... . 88,303

1 Not including native troops.
2 i923-24.

3 1924-25.
4 1925-26.
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II. Navy.

NUMBER OF UNITS AND TONNAGE

(Extract from the communication from the Spanish Government,
dated September iith, 193I.) 1

Standard
tonnage

2 battleships ............. 28,448
i aircraft-carrier ........... 11,385
8 cruisers ............... 56,300

17 destroyers .......... . . 24,636
i6 submarines ............. 9,o14

Total ........... 129,783

TheTabove list does not include vessels the construction of which
has been proposed but not authorised.

Of the 8 cruisers, 2, with a total tonnage of 20,000 tons, are under
construction.

Of the 17 destroyers, 8, with a total tonnage of 12,288 tons, are under
construction.

The Spanish navy also comprises eighteen vessels (gunboats, trans-
ports, training ships, etc.), with a total tonnage of 56,060 tons, which
are exempt in accordance with the draft Convention of the Preparatory
Commission for the Disarmament Conference.

SUMMARY TABLE OF THE NAVY

The figures in the table given below, which are taken from the previous
edition of the Armaments Year-Book, should not be compared with
those in the preceding table. The latter comprises vessels completed and
vessels under construction, whereas the former only comprises vessels
completed in the years under consideration. Further, the displacement
of the vessels shown in the former table is expressed in " Washington "
tons (standard displacement), while the displacement of the vessels in
the summary table is expressed in normal tonnage. The latter table
comprises, not only the types of vessels which figure in the preceding
table, but also gunboats, sloops and despatch-boats.

Thousands
of tons

191 3 . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . 60.2

I919 ................ .. io6.o
I929 ............. ..... 117.9

1930 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . II7-4

1 Document C.6 7 4 .M.28I.1931.IX (Conf. D. 24.)
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EFFECTIVES OF THE NAVAL FORCES

(1930.)

(Extract from the communication from the Spanish Govrnment,
dated September iith, I93I.) 1

Total effectives ............. i9,176 2
Officers ............... 2,355 2

IH. Expenditure on National Defence.

I. ESTIMATES FOR THE YEAR 1930-

(Extract from the communication from the Spanish Government,
dated September iith, 193I.) 

Land forces Naval forces Air forces Total
Pesetas (ooo,ooo's)

Effectives........ 49.4 67.4 -- 476.8
Transport ....... 112.4 I4.8 127.2
Buildings ........ 22.1 1.3 - 23.4
War material ...... 25.7 97.8 123.5

Total ..... 569.6 181.3 - 750.9

NOTES. - I. The above figures include expenditure on armed forces stationed
in the home country and overseas.

2. The figures given above for land forces include 28.1 million pesetas for
aviation. The budget also appropriates 6.2 million pesetas under the Ministry
of the Marine for the same purpose, which are not included in the above table,
making a total appropriation for air forces of 34.3 million pesetas.

3. The expenditure on personnel which may be regarded as pensions or
retired pay is not included.

2. BUDGET EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEARS I925-26 TO 1930.

The data in the table below are from earlier editions of the Armaments Year-
Book. These data should not be compared with those in the foregoing table,
which is based on the answer of the Spanish Government in response to the

1 Document C.6 7 4 .M.28I.I93I.IX (Conf. D. 24.)
2 Including the marines, as well as the officers and men employed in the naval air force,

and the officers allotted exclusively to harbour or other shore duties, and also 288 officers
belonging to the reserve; not including 1,524 " militarised " workers in the arsenals who
are bound to continue their ordinary work in the event of war.

The Government of the Republic has recently decided to abolish certain corps,
which will represent a total of 314 officers and 2,856 men, who will probably be replaced
by the officers belonging to the cuerpo general and seamen required to carry out the
services at present performed by the marines; the service of 391I officers of the other
corps will be on a civilian footing.
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Council's request for information concerning the state of its armaments (see
Preface, p. 5).

1926
1925-261 second 1927 1928 I929 1930

1/2-year

Provisional results Estimates

Pesetas (ooo,ooo's)
Defence Expenditure:

Ministry of War ....... 448.6 224.4 4Io03 439-3 449.3 435- 5
Ministry of the Marine . . . 207.4 II4.0 225.2 241.3 259-4 247.5
Activities in Morocco ..... 371.9 I93.9 316.2 275.5 253.5 245.9

Total. ........... ,027.9 532.3 951.7 956.I 962.2 928.9

Index numbers of : Wholesale prices
(1913 = Ioo) ....... . . 184 I8I 172 I67 I7I 172

1 July ist, I925, to June 3oth, 1926.

NOTES. - i. The figures for 1927 to I929 include expenditure for both the
ordinary and extraordinary budgets. In November I929, the extraordinary
budget was abolished and its expenditure incorporated in the ordinary budget.

2. Ministry of the Marine. - Expenditure of a civil character is included in
the budget of this Department, consisting mainly of subsidies to shipping com-
panies (about 60 million pesetas annually).

3. Air Force. - The budget of each department shown in the table above
includes appropriations for the air force.

4. Pensions. - The expenditure in the above table includes certain small
pension charges. With this exception, military and naval pensions are charged
to a special section of the budget. They amounted to:

I1926
1925-26 I second 1927 1928 I929 1930

1/2-year

Provisional results Estimates

Pesetas (ooo,ooo's)

Pensions ............ 82.0 43.5 88.4 9I.I 86.9 88.7

In addition, there are some unspecified appropriations in favour of military,
naval and civil personnel.

5. The following amounts have been appropriated for the civil guard:

1926
1925-26 second 1927 1928 I929 1930

%-year

Provisional results Estimates

Pesetas (ooo,ooo's)

Civil Guard .......... ioo.6 48.5 1oo.3 101.9 Io02.3 ioI.6


