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FINLAND

Area (including inland waters) . . . 388,000 sq. km.
Population (XII. I929) ....... 3,370,000
Density per sq. km. ....... 8.7

I. Army.

ORGANISATION AND COMPOSITION OF THE ARMY

The Finnish army, comprising land, air and naval forces, is under
the Ministry of Defence. The latter consists of various sections, including
the naval section.

i. Higher units: 3 divisions;
2 infantry brigades, one of which is attached to the

second division and one of which is an independent
brigade;

i cavalry brigade.

The divisions are mixed and include all arms.
The independent infantry brigade (light infantry brigade) com-

prises 3 light infantry battalions and i artillery regiment.
The cavalry brigade is composed of 2 regiments.
The coast artillery and air force constitute independent formations

and are not comprised in either the divisions or the brigades.

2. Arms and services.

Infantry: 8 regiments, including the White Guard regiment and
the Carelian Guard regiment;

3 light infantry battalions.

Each regiment comprises 2 battalions (the Carelian Guard regiment
has 3 battalions). Each infantry battalion comprises 4 companies in-
cluding i machine-gun company; each light infantry battalion comprises
3 companies including i machine-gun company.
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Cavalry : 2 regiments.

Each cavalry regiment comprises 6 squadrons, including i machine-
gun squadron and i remount squadron.

Artillery ·

Field: 4 regiments;
Coast: 3 regiments;
Heavy: i regiment;
Anti-aircraft: 3 batteries.

In addition, the artillery comprises 3 groups of accompanying
artillery and 5 independent batteries of coast artillery.

Engineers (Pioneers): 5 companies.

Air force 2 military and naval aviation squadrons;
3 independent flights (i military and 2 naval aviation'

Each military aviation squadron comprises i observation flight and
i battle flight. The naval aviation squadron comprises 2 observation
flights.

The Finnish army also comprises i independent tank company,
2 signals battalions (7 companies) and i independent signals com-
pany (telegraphists and wireless telegraphists), 2 train battalions (6
companies), 3 cyclist battalions (8 companies including one machine-
gun company), etc.

SUMMARY TABLE OF UNITS.

Bri- Regiments Battalions Squad- Artillery Bat-

gades rons groups teries

0 clig o r c ea v-teer i T ation. 

of 0atona 0 g n a o 0n

3 i 8 2 4 3 I 3 20 3 2 I 2 2 8 2 2 8 7 2 22 534

Including one wireless-telegraph battalion.
2 Including one train battalion.
3 Independent batteries.

CIVIC GUARDS

The civic guards are a volunteer unit. This organisation is a sort
of national guard numbering about ioo,ooo men.
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RECRUITING SYSTEM AND PERIOD OF SERVICE

Military service is compulsory and begins in the active army at
the age of 21 completed years. The period of compulsory military
service (35 years) is divided as follows:

17-21 21-22 22-29 29-52

Reserve of ist Class of
3rd Class of Active Army Active Army "Landwehr"

"Landwehr" ___________________
2nd Class of '"Landwehr".

The " Landwehr" comprises all men who have completed their
service in the reserve, all men exempted from service with the colours
and young men from 17 to 21I years of age, and men whose military
service has been postponed or suspended.

The period of military service with the colours is 17 months and
3 days in all the arms.

Reservists must attend for a number of periods of training not
exceeding 63 days in all.

RECRUITMENT OF OFFICERS.

Officers de carriere are recruited through the Military School. The
Military School accepts for admission conscripts who have followed
the full training course for reserve officers.

Reserve officers are selected from among conscripts holding a second-
ary-school diploma who have attended a training course for reserve
officers.

EFFECTIVES

i. AVERAGE DAILY EFFECTIVES.

(Extract from the communication from the Finnish-'Government
dated September 3rd, I93I.) 

Formations organised
Land armed forces on a military basis Air armed forces

Total effectives 31,575 2 1,870 1,918 3

Officers . .1 1,818 89 4 —

Note. - Have been taken as a basis in calculating the personnel
effectives: the legal effectives of the cadres, the number of conscripts
according to allocation - assuming that each conscript performs the

1 Document C.65 5 .M.267.1931.IX. (Conf. D. 22).

2 Including the personnel of the general staff, the Ministry of Defence and its organs.
s Officers and military officials; including air formations organised on a military basis.
4 Including 4 N.C.O.s and 4 officials belonging to the air formations organised on

a military basis.
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total period of service prescribed by law - and the probable number
of volunteers for the year 193I.

The figures for the land armed forces consist of:

Officers and equivalent ranks.. 1597
Officers on the active list of the reserve having per-

formed a service of 30 days during the year 1931 · 303
Reserve officers having performed a service of 63 days

in the reserve ......... . 1,137
Cadet officers, N.C.O.s and equivalent ranks and

ratings, re-engaged ........... 2,695
Conscripts serving 15 months ........ . 8,447
Conscripts serving 12 months . 12,998
Reservists having performed a service of 63 days . . 20,308

The formations organised on a military basis are represented by
the frontier guard placed under the orders of the Ministry of the Interior.

The civic guards cannot be considered as formations organised
on a military basis and are not included in the effectives of the table
above.

The figures for the formations organised on a military basis consist of:

Officers and equivalent ranks ........... 89
N.C.O.s and equivalent ratings, re-engaged . . .. I,050
Conscripts serving 15 months. .......... 89
Conscripts serving 12 months .......... 516
Reservists having performed a service of 63 days . 6o5

The figures for the air armed forces consist of:

Officers and equivalent ranks ...... 213
Reserve officers having performed a service of 63 days

in the reserve . ....... .... 52
Cadet officers, N.C.O.s and equivalent ranks and

ratings .............. 453
Conscripts serving 15 months ..... 819
Conscripts serving i2 months ...... 67
Reservists having performed a service of 63 days . 834

The effectives of the frontier guard of the Isthmus, in process of
reorganisation, are included in the figures above.

2. SUMMARY TABLE OF BUDGETARY EFFECTIVES.

The figures in the following table, which are extracted from previous
editions of the Armaments Year-Book, differ in character from the
figures in the preceding table. These two kinds of returns are not
comparable with each other.

.1924 1925 1926 1927 I928 [x929 1930 1931

Officers ....... 1,6xo 1,484 1,509 . x,620 . 1,525 1,522
N.C.O.s and men . . . 26,307 27,073 24,893 · 25,650 . 22,853 25,978

Totals ..... 27,917 28,557 26,402 . 27,270 · 24,378 27,500

' Excluding the military officials, the medical and veterinary officers and the engineer
officers.
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H. Navy.

(Extract from the communication from the Finnish Government
dated September 3rd, I931.) 

NUMBER OF UNITS AND TONNAGE
Tonnage

2 capital ships (coast-defence vessels) 8,o00
4 submarines ............ 1,569

Total .......... 9,569

The Finnish navy further includes 15 vessels which are exempt
under the conditions laid down in the draft Convention prepared by
the Preparatory Commission for the Disarmament Conference (gunboats,
mine-layers, etc.). Their global tonnage amounts to 6,273 tons.

The global tonnage of the Finnish navy is thus 15,842 tons.
The two coast-defence vessels under construction will be completed,

one in 1932, the other in I933.
The 4 submarines were launched in I930.

EFFECTIVES OF THE NAVAL FORCES

(Extract from the communication from the Finnish Government
dated September 3rd, 1931.) 

AVERAGE DAILY EFFECTIVES.
Sea formations organised

Naval forces on a military basis

Total effectives ..... 4,009 576 2
Officers ........ 396 88

The effectives of the naval forces further include the coast artillery

personnel; the effectives of officers comprise military officials, doctors,
etc. 3

The figures for the naval forces consist of:

Officers and equivalent ranks ...... 380
Reserve officers having performed a service of 63 days

in the reserve . . . ........ . . 94
Cadet officers, N.C.O.s and equivalent ranks and

ratings, re-engaged .............. 1,017
Conscripts serving 15 months ........... 1,512

Conscripts serving i2 months . 393
Reservists having performed a service of 63 days .. ,81i

Document C.6 5 5 .M.26 7 .I931.IX (Conf. D.22).

2 Officers and equivalent ranks, 88; N.C.O.s, 175; re-engaged, 313.

3 See also note to the table: Average daily effectives.
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III. Expenditure on National Defence.

I. ACTUAL EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR I930.
(Extract from the communication from the Finnish Government,

dated September 3rd, 1931I) '

Land forces Naval forces Air forces Total
Markka (ooo,ooo's)

Effectives........ 327. I
Transport ....... 31.1
Buildings ........ 88.9
War material ...... 192.4

Total .... 639.5

NOTES. - i. In consequence of the method of drawing up the Finnish budget,
expenditure on the different branches of the forces is so closely interconnected
that it would be difficult to subdivide it accurately.

2. The expenses in connection with the Coastguard Service are not included
in the figures above, as this service has not yet been in operation for a full financial
year.

3. The military forces in Finland, being still, for economic and technical
reasons, in process of creation, have not been able to attain the level at which
they will constitute an adequate guarantee of the country's security. While
associating itself with the efforts to reduce and limit armaments, the Finnish
Government will take an opportunity of submitting final figures enabling this
level to be attained.

2. BUDGET EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEARS I925 TO 193I1

The data in the table below are from earlier editions of the Armaments Year-
Book. These data should not be compared with those in the foregoing table, which
is based on the answer of the Finnish Government in response to the Council's
request for information concerning the state of its armaments (see preface, p. 5).

1925 I 1926 1 927 1 928 1929 1930 1 '931

Closed accounts Estimates

Ministry of Defence (Army, Navy, F. Marks (ooo,ooo's)
Air Force) ....... 542.5 539.2 5662

Contribution to Civic Guards . 42.0 42.0 3.7 604.2 594.4 623.5
Ministry of the Interior (Frontier

Guard) ........... 28.0 27.9 26.1 26.0 26.3 26.3 26.3
Allocations to relatives of con-

scripts on military service . . 8.i 8.6 7. 7.3 8.9 8.0 8.o
Net deficit on military under-

takings ........... - - -— 0.4 0.9 0.5
Total ......... 620.6 6i7.7 599.6 597.0 639.8 629.6 658.3

Index numbers of:
Wholesale prices:

1913 = Ioo .. ..... 1,I29 42 145 145 2
I926 = ioo ....... I02 98 90 863

Retail prices: Cost of living
(January-June 1914 = ioo) 1,218 154 157 16i i6o 147 I40o

1Since 1926, gold index.
2 No longer published.
3 January 1931.

1 Document C.655.M.267 .i9 3 i.IX (Conf. D.22).
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NOTES. - i. The expenditure of the Ministry of Defence comprises expen-
diture on the army, the navy, and the air force. As from 1927, the contribution to
the civic guards is included in the expenditure of the Ministry of Defence.

2. Expenditure of a military nature charged to the section of the Ministry of the
Interior represents expenditure for the surveillance of the Russo-Finnish frontier.

3. The allocations to relatives of conscripts while on military service appear
under the section : " Pensions "

4. Military pensions are not charged to the section of the Ministry of Defence,
but jointly with other pensions to the section "Pensions". Under this section
are shown pensions due to the war of liberation amounting to:

1925 1 926 1927 1928 1929 1930 1931

Closed accounts Estimates

F. Marks (ooo,ooo's)

Pensions due to the war of
liberation ......... 7.9 8.6 8.5 9.2 12.4 12.0 2.2


