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BELGIUM

Area ............. 30,444 sq. km.
Population (xiI.1930) ....... 8,I30,000
Density per sq. km .. 267.0

Belgian Congo 
Area ............ 2,385,000 sq. km.
Population (estimate) ....... io,ooo,ooo

Mandated Territory : Ruanda-Urundi:

Area ......... 55,900 sq. km.
Population (xii . 129) ...... . 3,485,000

MAIN CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ARMED FORCES

The Belgian Army is a standing army, but its permanent character
is modified to a certain extent by the militia system. Recruits belonging
to certain arms serve only eight months with the colours (first period
of training), while others serve twelve or thirteen months (fourteen
months for N.C.O.s). The average period of service with the colours
(including N.C.O.s) is ten months and ten days, not including the periods
of recall to the colours, and twelve months including recalls. Of the
effectives of the I93I class - i.e., 41,800 (excluding N.C.O.s: 2,200)

20,I30 perform 8 months' active service;
17,835 ,, I2 , , , ,,
3,835 ,, I3 ,,

The Belgian armed forces consist of the home army and the Govern-
ment forces in the Belgian Congo (including the forces of occupation in
the mandated territory of Ruanda-Urundi).

The home army is under the direction of the Ministry of National
Defence, which is in charge of the land and air forces. As the navy
has been abolished, there is no Ministry of Marine.

The Government forces in the Belgian Congo, which correspond to
the gendarmerie at home, are under the direction of the Governor-
General of the colony. They are attached to the Ministry of the Colonies.
They are responsible, not only for ensuring the occupation and defence
of the territory, but for maintaining public order and keeping the peace,
enforcing the laws, etc. For this purpose the Government forces are
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divided into troops in cantonments, specially organised for the defence
of the colony, and troops on district service, specially employed to
maintain public order and keep the peace. No troops belonging to
the home army are stationed in the colony. As a rule, the armed forces
of the colony do not take any part in the defence of the home country.

I. Army.

ORGANS OF MILITARY COMMAND AND ADMINISTRATION

MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEFENCE.

The Minister of National Defence commands the army in time of
peace. The Ministry of National Defence consists of a number of direc-
torates, including the higher Air Force Directorate under which is placed
the General Inspectorate of Aeronautics and of Anti-aircraft Defence.

ARMY GENERAL STAFF.

The Army General Staff is attached to the Ministry of National De-
fence. The Chief of the General Staff is the Minister's technical adviser.
He is responsible for all studies and work relating to the preparation
of the country's military forces.

COMMITTEES OF THE VARIOUS ARMS.

At present there are committees for infantry, cavalry, artillery and
engineers.

The committees decide questions relating to the promotion of officers
of the various arms up to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel inclusive;
there is a higher committee for officers of superior rank.

The Minister of National Defence is chairman of this committee.

SUPREME COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENCE.

The Council consists of the Chief of the General Staff, the Inspectors-
General of the various arms, the Army Corps Commanders and the
Commander of the Cavalry Corps. Other officers or civilians may be
called upon to attend meetings of the Council in an advisory capacity.

ORGANISATION AND COMPOSITION OF THE ARMY

I. FORCES STATIONED AT HOME.

I. Higher units: 3 army corps;
i cavalry corps;
i artillery brigade.

These units are distributed over three territorial military areas.
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TERRITORIAL MILITARY AREAS.

tH 0OLLAND

...... / ' .... :-. ... .

JL_- I I I I

Each army corps consists of two infantry divisions and one army
corps artillery regiment. Each division has three regiments of infantry,
one divisional artillery regiment, one machine-gun battalion and one
infantry battery.

The cavalry corps has two divisions. Each division has three
cavalry regiments, one horse artillery regiment, one group of armoured
cars and one cyclist regiment.

The artillery brigade has two regiments.

II. Arms and services.
Infantry : i8 regiments;

6 divisional machine-gun battalions;
6 infantry batteries.

An infantry regiment consists of 3 battalions, each having 4 com-
panies, one of which is a machine-gun company; a divisional machine-
gun battalion has 3 companies.

Cavalry: 6 cavalry regiments;
2 cyclist regiments;
i armoured-car group.
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A cavalry regiment consists of 6 squadrons, 2 of which are machine-
gun squadrons and i a training squadron. A cyclist regiment consists
of 2 battalions each having 3 companies, one of which is a machine-
gun company.

Artillery : 3 army corps artillery regiments;
6 divisional artillery regiments;
i horse artillery regiment;
2 army artillery regiments;
i anti-aircraft artillery regiment;
i fortress artillery regiment (8 batteries).

Each army corps artillery regiment consists of 8 batteries and one
training battery. A divisional artillery regiment consists of 6 75-mm.
gun batteries, 2 light howitzer batteries and I training battery. The horse
artillery regiment consists of 6 75-mm. gun batteries, 2 horse artillery
batteries of 75-mm. guns, 2 motor artillery batteries of Io5-mm. howitzers
and i training battery. The first army artillery regiment consists of 6
batteries of heavy I55-mm. guns and i training battery. The second
regiment consists of 2 batteries of I55-mm. guns, 2 batteries of I5o-mm.
howitzers, 2 batteries of 22o-mm. mortars and i training battery. The
anti-aircraft artillery regiment consists of 3 motor batteries of 75-mm.
guns, 3 batteries of 75-mm. guns on gun-carriages, 3 semi-fixed batteries
and i training battery.

Air /orce : 2 regiments.

The first regiment consists of 2 balloon flights and 6 observer flights;
the second regiment of 4 fighter-plane flights, 2 bomber flights, 4
technical flights and 4 aviation school flights.

Engineers: 3 engineer regiments, each consisting of 3 battalions;
signals troops consisting of i telegraph battalion
and i wireless battalion;

i cyclist battalion;
I bridging battalion;
5 railway companies.

Tanks: 2 tank companies.

The Belgian army comprises, moreover, transport troops and services,
a medical service, an intendance service, etc.
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SUMMARY TABLE OF UNITS.
(Forces stationed at home.)

o8 -^ 5 .

2 F9 Cd CZ It b)

Army Corps... 3 - - -.
Infantry .... . 6 — 18 60' - 62 234 —
Cavalry . 2 — 8* 4 36 6 12- I 138
Artillery . . . .3. - 103 0 49
Air force .... -- 2 2I - - 9
Tanks. ..... - 2 12 -

Engineers .... - —- 3 I - -— 27 14
Signals ..... - 2 - - — 8 5
Transport .... .….. .- 17 16 
Intendance . .. —.… - - 3 -

* Including 6 machine-guns. -
-
Infantry batteries. —- Including 72 machine-guns. - ' Including 2 cyclist

regiments. - 6 Cyclist battalions. - 6 Including 12 machine-guns; not including 6 training squadrons. - 7 Cyclist
companies, including 4 machine-gun companies; not including 2 depot companies. -- 8 Including i group of
armoured cars. - 9 6 regiments of divisional artillery, 3 regiments of army corps artillery, i regiment of horse
artillery, 2 regiments of army artillery and i regiment of anti-aircraft artillery; not including i fortress
artillery regiment. - o Not including 13 training batteries. —- 1 Including the following flights: 2 balloon,
6 observation, 4 fighter, 2 bomber, 4 technical and 3 school; not including 9 depot flights. - 1 Not including
i depot company. - " Including i bridging and i cyclist battalion. - " Including 5 railway, 2 cyclist
and 2 bridging companies; not including 5 depot companies. - a' Not including i depot company and
i labour company. - ' Not including 4 depot companies.

2. FORCES STATIONED OVERSEAS.

(a) Forces in cantonments.
Infantry: g battalions. Railway: 2 companies.
Artillery : 3 batteries. Motor transport: 5 sections.
Engineers: 4 companies.

(b) District service troops.
I company of variable strength in each district.

NATIONAL GENDARMERIE

Although the corps of national gendarmerie has the outward appear-
ance of organised and trained troops, it cannot, properly speaking, be
classified as a formation organised on a military basis, capable of being
used without special mobilisation.

The corps of gendarmerie has neither machine-guns, appliances,
artillery, services, transport, nor equipment to serve in a campaign.

A number of gendarmes, however (about 2,000 out of 6,28o), at
the time of mobilisation are posted to the mobilised army as military
police and to co-operate in the formation of light army corps troops.

The gendarmerie has its own budget, which is divided between the
budget of the Ministry of National Defence and that of the Ministry of
the Interior.

The Finance Act requires gendarmerie expenditure, in the event of
war, to be included in the national defence budget under the heads
corresponding to the nature of the expenditure.
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MATERIAL IN SERVICE IN THE HOME COUNTRY
(Extract from the communication from the Belgian Government,

dated July 4 th, I931.) 
i. Land Army.

Material ] In service for Additional for
normal requirements the recall periods

Rifles and carbines ............ 45,000 30,000
Machine rifles. .............. 800 700
Heavy machine-guns ............ 350 rro
Mortars up to 15 cm. .......... 36 --

Mortars over i5 cm. ........... 8
Guns up to 7.7 cm ............ 200
Guns from 7.7 cm. to 15.5 cm. ...... 47
Guns of x5.5 cm. and over ........ 32
Howitzers up to 10.5 cm. ......... 75
Howitzers from o10.5 cm. to i5.5 cm. . . 28
Howitzers of 15.5 cm. and over ...... 48
Anti-aircraft guns up to io cm. ...... 48
Armoured cars .............. 12
Tanks up to 7.5 tons ........... -4

2. Air force (on March Ist, I93I ) .
Number of aeroplanes: I95.
Total horse-power: 85,600.

On the date given above, 89 of the I95 aeroplanes were unavailable,
as they were undergoing repairs in the workshops. For budgetary
reasons, aircraft are kept in commission as long as possible and are
subjected to more intensive service, which accounts for the large number
of machines unavailable.

Apart from the field aeroplanes, there are 113 school machines,
having a total horse-power of 23,426, but none of these aeroplanes is
fit for field service.

There are also 4 captive balloons, having a total volume of 5,000
cubic metres.

Belgium has no dirigibles.

RECRUITING SYSTEM AND PERIOD OF SERVICE

I. FORCES STATIONED IN THE HOME COUNTRY.

Military service is compulsory. The period of compulsory military
obligation is 25 years, viz.:

15 years in the regular army and its reserve;
io years in the territorial army.

There is also a recruiting reserve, in which all Belgians are placed
when they reach the age of 17 until they enter the army, are exempted

1 Document C. 4 3 6.M.i83 .931-.IX (Conf. D. 4).
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or are discharged. The recruiting reserve can only be called up for active
service in case of war or if the country is threatened with invasion.

The period of service with the colours varies according to the different
arms.

Distinction between the Various Periods of Service in the 1931 Class.
(Extract from the communication from the Belgian Government,

dated July 4 th, I93.) 1

Period of training after Period of active mber and period
Arms and services Effectives which the conscripts service to be of recalls within the

enter the mobilised performed first ten years
formations without a break

Candidates for N.C.O. rank 2,200 As in their arm 14 months i of 42 days
Cavalry, horse artillery and 2 of 8 days

fortress troops. .... 3,835 6 months 13 months i of 42 days
(fortress, 4 months)

Infantry, cyclists, divisional
and army corps artillery,
engineers, signal troops
and railway troops . . 17,835 6 months 12 months' I of 42 days

(artillery, 7 months)
All arms ........ 20,130 2-3-4-5-6 8 months 2 of 8 days

months (infantry and divi-
sional and army
corps artillery)and
I of 42 days for

Total ....... 44,000 the other arms

In the air force, conscripts must perform 8 months' active service
and 42 days' period of recall - in all, 9 months and 12 days.

On completing their active service, the Government may temporarily
recall to the colours, either en masse or in part, any number of contingents
which it may think necessary. In the latter case the decision must be
immediately brought to the knowledge of the Houses of Parliament.
Men who are sent on indefinite furlough are liable to be called up for
an annual inspection of army effectives. 1

Voluntary Enlistment and Re-enlistment.
Any Belgian subject between the ages of i6 and 30 may enlist

voluntarily. The period of engagement is for 3, 4 or 5 years, according
to the age of the recruit.

Men may be re-engaged for a period of 6 months immediately following
the first period of regular service, or for a period of I, 2, 3 or 4 years
in the case of volunteers and conscripts who have completed their
period of regular service, and of all men on indefinite furlough or dis-
charged from military obligations.

Recruiting of N.C.O.s and Officers.
The N.C.O.s of the Belgian army are recruited from volunteers who

enter the army as a profession and conscripts performing military service.

1 Document C.436.M.18 3 .I9 3 1.IX (Conf. D. 4).
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Officers are supplied from the Military School and from the establish-
ment of N.C.O.s. Reserve officers are recruited from officers in the regular
army who have resigned or have been placed on the pension list, from
N.C.O.s of the regular army, and from conscripts trained in specia
platoons.

2. FORCES STATIONED OVERSEAS.

The Government forces stationed overseas, which are under the
authority of the Governor-General of the colony, consist partly of
Europeans and partly of natives. Belgian troops for the defence of
oversea possessions are recruited by voluntary enlistment ; conscription
is only used in the case of a part of the native units. The warrant officers
and officers are Europeans who have belonged to the regular army
stationed in the home country; the N.C.O.s and men are natives.

The period of active service may not exceed 7 years ; at present it
is 5 years. On completion of their active service, soldiers sent on
indefinite furlough are placed in the reserve for a period not exceeding
7 years.

PREPARATORY MILITARY TRAINING

Preparatory military training does not exist in Belgium, and is
not regulated by any legal enactments.

Nevertheless, pupils of the Ecoles de pupilles et de cadets receive
some military training. Those over i6 who have enlisted voluntarily
receive part of the regular soldier's training and are included among
the army effectives ; those under i6 are given the rudiments of military
training (physical training and exercises without arms).

EFFECTIVES OF THE ARMED FORCES

i. AVERAGE DAILY EFFECTIVES REACHED DURING THE YEAR 1930.
(Extract from the communication from the Belgian Government,

dated July 4 th, I93i.) 1

Armed forces stationed Total armed forces

in the home country overseas Land army

Officers Total Officers Total Officers Total
Ofies I~~effectives effectives effctives

Land army ......... 4,820o 68,920' 205 I7,464 2 5,025 86,384
Formations organised on a mili-

tary basis ........ 156 6,436 I
Naval forces ......... . . .
Air forces .......... 2,840 4 4 2,840

These figures are provided by legislation. The actual figures for 1930 were, respectively, 4,000 and 66,300.
The difference is largely due to the fact that the Recruiting Law of November 7th, 1928, has not yet produced its
full effects, particularly with regard to the periods of recall.

2Including 684 men, of whom 7 officers, in Ruanda-Urundi (mandated territory).
See Chapter: National Gendarmerie.

'The organisation of an air defence service for the colony is under consideration.

1Document C. 4 3 6.M.183.19 3 .IX (Conf. D. 4).
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II. SUMMARY TABLE OF BUDGETARY EFFECTIVES

OF THE HOME ARMY.

The figures in Table II, which are extracted from previous editions
of the Armaments Year-Book, as well as those in Table III, differ
in character from the figures in the preceding table. These two kinds
of returns are not comparable with each other.

(a) Army.
I924 1925 I926 I927 1928 I929 1930 1931

Officers..... 5,720 5,577 5,272 4,4II 4, 63 4,086 4,010 3,982
N.C.O.s..... I2,534 I0,965 10,497 8,938 8,351 8,492 8,509 8,409
Other ranks . 63,466 71,335 67,503 53,062 52,649 54,508 56,491 53,430

Total . . . 81,720 87,877 83,272 66,411 65,I63 2 67,0861 69,010I 65,82i1

The number of days of actual service for N.C.O.s and men was 22,702,635 in 1926; I7,375,095 in 1927;
i7,032,725 in 1928; i6,625,385 in i929; I6,261,115 in 1930 and I5,380,735 in i93

I .

(b) Gendarmerie.
1924 I925 I926 1927 i928 1929 1930 193I

Officers ........ 49 I49 I49 148 148 I48 I58 I58
N.C.O.s. and gendarmes. 6, 62 6,153 5,949 5,900 5,900 6,ooo 6,281 6,29i

Total ...... 6,3II 6,302 6,098 6,048 6,048 6,148 6,439 6,449

III. PUBLIC FORCE OF THE BELGIAN CONGO.

(Source : Annuaire statistique de la Belgique et du Congo belge, I930.

1924 1925 1926 1927 1928 I929

Annual authorised contingent ..... 4,878 3,I04 5,040 2,598 4,400 6,I50
Men under arms ' ........... i6,ooo i6,ooo 16,384 26,384 16,384 i6,384
Furopeancadre 1Officers ....... 198 198 206 I94 I94 194

E e c eN.C.O.s . . . . . . 228 228 244 266 28I 28i

Excluding Ruanda-Urundi.

II. Navy.

Up to i927, the Belgian navy consisted of 14 torpedo-boats and a
number of other units, such as despatch-boats, scouts, etc.

In I928, the Belgian navy was abolished as a measure of economy.
There is now only one sloop for fishery protection work.
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III. Budget Expenditure on National Defence.

1925 1926 1927 1928 1929 1930

Estimates Closed accounts Estimates

Francs (ooo,ooo's)
Ministry of National Defence:

I. Ordinary Budget ..... 573-I 55I19 620.2 789.0 858.8 1,182.9
II. Extraordinary Budget:

(a) Budget proper. .... 133-2 17-.1 8.5 45-2 120.7 31.5
(b) Repair of war damage 4.2 1.7 i.5 I.I 1.4 2.I

Total ......... 70I.5 570.7 640.2 835.3 980.9 j,216.5
Index numbers of:

Wholesale prices (I914 = ioo) . 558 744 123 122 124 Io8
Retail prices : Cost of living (July

I92I = IOO) ........ I133 I74 204 205 220 228

: As from I927 in terms of the present currency.

NOTES. - i. Expenditure on the air force is included in the budget of the
Ministry of National Defence.

Until I928 there was also included expenditure on some torpedo-boats, but
since then this service has been suppressed and the staff transferred to the pontoon
corps.

2. The figures shown above represent expenditure for national defence after
deduction of the value of services rendered to and material taken over by other
departments and after deduction of the pensions charged to the Ministry of National
Defence. The amounts so deducted are :

1925 1926 ' 1927 21928 1929 1930

Estimates Closed accounts Estimates

Francs (ooo,ooo's)
Services rendered to and material

taken over by other departments 8.9 9.4 22.5 1o.1 i8.6 i8.o
Military pensions charged to the

Ministry of National Defence. . 4.6 6.6 4.5 3.9 5.5 6.5

3. The greater part of military pensions is shown in the budget of public debt,
jointly with other pensions. For war pensions a special Caisse nationale des pensions
de guerre has been established and also a Fonds des combattants. The State subsidies
to these funds have been estimated as follows :

I925 2926 1927 j928 2929 1930

Francs (ooo,ooo's)
Subsidies to the " Caisse nationale

des pensions de guerre " . .. 50.0 400.0 375.0 540.0 660.o 794.0
.Subsidies to the " Fonds des com-

battants ".......... -- 8820.0 20.0.o 20.0
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4. The gendarmerie is organised as a special corps with its own budget. Its
expenditure has been as follows :

1925 I926 1927 1928 1929 1930

Estimates Closed accounts Estimates

Francs (ooo,ooo's)
Gendarmerie Corps (ordinary

expenditure) .. 72.3 72.2 102.6 126.8 133.3 I44.1

Extraordinary expenditure (construction, etc.) for the Gendarmerie Corps,
charged to the extraordinary budget, was estimated at:

1925 1926 1927 1 1928 1929 I930

(Francs (ooo,ooo's)

4.I 0.2 I.I I.o 1.6 4.r

5. The budgets of the Belgian Congo and Ruanda-Urundi include expenditure
for a " public force" which corresponds to the gendarmerie corps at home.
Expenditure on this public force has been estimated as follows :

1925 I926 1927 1928 1929 1930

Francs (ooo,ooo's)
Public force: oooos)

Belgian Congo .. 24.8 41.5 42.8 74.0 77.5 95.3Ruanda-Urundi .. I... . .o i.o 1.7 I.9 4.2


