
BULGARIA 

GENERAL

Area I03,000 sq. km.
Population (vI. I930) 5,885,000
Density per sq. km. 57.1
Total land frontiers ....... 1,765 km.
Total seaboard . ....... 267 km,
Length of railway system (IIi. 1929) 2,902 km.

I.

Army.

A. SUPREME MILITARY AUTHORITY AND ITS ORGANS

I. MINISTRY OF NATIONAL DEFENCE.

The Ministry of War consists of the following:
Department of the Minister;
Staff (2 sections, each divided into 3 subsections);
Inspectorate of Artillery;
Inspectorate of Engineers;
Inspectorate of Cavalry;
Intendance and Administrative Services;
Budget and Accountancy Department;
Military Justice;
Topographical Section;
Geodesic Section;
Cartographical Section;
War Council;
Military Academy;
Medical Service;
Remount Service;
Geographical Institute.

1 See Military, Naval and Air Clauses of the Treaty of Neuilly (Annex I).
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2. STAFF OF THE ARMY.

The Staff deals with:
(a) The organisation of the army, the formation of units,

recruiting, military training, etc.;
(b) Army supplies;
(c) The military situation in Bulgaria and the neighbouring

countries;
(d) The organisation of the Military School and preparation of

officers' cadres.

3. WAR COUNCIL.

The War Council, which is an advisory body, is convened by the
Minister of War whenever the need arises.

B. ARMS AND SERVICES

The army consists of infantry, cavalry, artillery and engineers and
includes administrative bodies, as well as establishments and institutions.
In/antry.

The infantry consists of 8 regiments.
Each regiment comprises : i staff and 3 battalions.
A battalion consists of : i staff, 3 infantry companies and i machine-

gun company.
The infantry also includes 8 pay and accountancy units, one for

each regiment ; each of these units consists of a staff and 3 detachments.
The strength of a battalion does not exceed i6 officers and 650

other ranks.
The total strength of the regiment includes that of all its reserve

units and cadres.

Cavalry.
The cavalry consists of 3 regiments. A regiment consists of I staff,

4 squadrons and i machine-gun section.
There are also 3 reserve groups, one for each regiment.
The strength of a regiment does not exceed 30 officers and 720 other

ranks.
The total strength of the regiment includes that of all its reserve

units and cadres.

Artillery.
The artillery consists of 3 mixed groups with 9 batteries, 2 field

artillery groups with 6 batteries, and 3 unarmed groups with 9 batteries.
Five of these groups are armed, and the other three guard. fortified

positions. Three of the armed sections are equipped with two field
batteries and one mountain battery, and the other two are field groups.
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The strength of a field group and of a group guarding the fortified
positions does not exceed 13 officers and 400 other ranks ; the strength
of the remaining three armed sections does not exceed 20 officers and
400 other ranks.

Engineers and Technical Units.

The Engineers consist of 3 battalions of engineers, 2 cyclist battalions
and 3 reserve groups, one for each battalion of engineers.

A battalion of engineers consists of i staff, 2 companies of pioneers,
i searchlight section and i bridging group.

A cyclist battalion includes : i staff and 3 companies.
The strength of a battalion of engineers does not exceed 14 officers

and 500 other ranks, and the strength of a cyclist battalion does not
exceed 18 officers and 450 other ranks.

Intendance. The intendance service consists of 8 depots and 8 companies.

Army Medical Service: 3 medical depots, 8 hospitals.

Bulgaria possesses 5 fortified positions, 3 of which are situated in
the interior of the country (Sofia, Shumen and Vidin) and 2 on the
coast (Varna and Burgas).

C. RECRUITING SYSTEM

Recruiting is based on the voluntary system. Enlistment is for
12 years. This period may be extended, but not beyond the volunteer's
fortieth year of age. Volunteers may only enlist between the ages of
i8 and 28.

There are i6 recruiting offices.

Recruiting of Non-Commissioned Officers.

Any private who has attended a special course for non-commissioned
officers may be promoted to non-commissioned rank; men may also
obtain the rank of non-commissioned officer after serving as non-com-
missioned officers on probation for one year.

Recruiting of Officers.

Officers are recruited from the cadets who have completed their
course at the military school and are at least 20 years of age. The age-
limits for officers are as follows 

45 for captains;
50 for majors and lieutenant-colonels
55 for colonels;
60 for generals.
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D. GENDARMERIE AND FRONTIER GUARD

Gendarmerie.
The Gendarmerie is under the Ministry of War so far as its organisation,

command, recruiting, administration, and military and special training
are concerned ; but it may not be used for military operations. The
Gendarmerie consists of mounted and unmounted gendarmes. Their
number must not exceed 6,800, of whom 6,300 are equipped with rifles,
and 500 with revolvers and sabres. The number of officers must not
exceed one-twentieth of the total strength of the Gendarmerie, and
that of non-commissioned officers and sergeants one-fifteenth of the
strength.

The distribution of Gendarmerie forces over the various districts is
arranged by agreement between the Ministries of War and of the Interior.

It is recruited from:
(a) cadets who, after completing their course at the Military School

and taking a special course in the Gendarmerie class, have obtained
commissioned rank and have served in the army for at least a year;(b) officers of any army of the active or reserve forces;

(c) non-commissioned officers who are ex-gendarmes;
(d) men between I8 and 30 years of age who have completed their military

service and have received primary or, in certain cases, elementary
education.

Persons desiring to enter the Gendarmerie must undertake to serve
for I2 years ; this period may be extended to the age of 50 in the absence
of a sufficient number of new applicants.

The Gendarmerie consists of
i staff, i6 battalions and 7 mounted gendarmerie detachments.

Frontier Guard.
The frontier guard is a body composed of dismounted men.
It is controlled by an Inspectorate, attached to the Ministry of War. It isdivided into 8 frontier sectors, to each of which i staff, 3 frontier detachmentsand a machine-gun platoon is allotted. Each frontier detachment is subdividedinto 3 frontier subdetachments.
The number of machine-guns of the frontier guard must not exceed 45.
Recruiting is effected on the voluntary system. Volunteers must enrol fora period of r2 years. They must have had at least one year's military trainingand have served for a year in the infantry.

Police.
The Police consist of the State Police and the municipal Police. The latteris controlled by the communal authorities under the supervision of the Sub-

Prefects.
The State Police organisation comprises: the Directorate of the Police at theMinistry of the Interior, the district and subdistrict Police services, and thoseof towns having a Prefecture of Police.
A Government Police inspector is attached to the Prefect of each district,

and commissaries of Police are attached to the Sub-Prefect.
The strength of the Police must not exceed 6,200 for the whole kingdom.Candidates for enrolment in the Police corps must fulfil certain conditionsas regards age and education.
Commissioners of Police, when joining the service, are obliged to sign on for20 years, constables for 6 years.



294 BULGARIA

E. BUDGETARY EFFECTIVES

(I930-I93I)

Non-Corn-Non-Corn- Officials and
Officers missioned Other Ranks Opiys

Officers Employees

Army

Infantry .... ......... 540 854 11,884 586
Cavalry .............. 72 102 1,260 58
Artillery .............. 193 I66 2,837 I57
Engineers ............. I78 Io8 1,449 8i
Various Services .......... 116 60o 237' 1,493

Total .............. 999 1,290 17,667 2,375
Gendarmerie and Frontier Guard. . . 494 653 8,653 281

General Total .......... 1,493 1,943 26,320 2,656

Military School.

II.

Navy.
(Danube Flotilla).

4 patrol boats: Smyeli, Khrabry, Derzki, Strogi. Ioo tons.
8 other units.

II.

Budget Expenditure on National Defence.

A. NOTES ON BUDGET PROCEDURE.

i. The financial year covers the period from April ist to March 3ist.
By virtue of a law dealing specially with the budget and accounting system each

department of the Government must have its budget estimates prepared not
later than the end of November. The draft budget is presented to the Chamber
of Deputies in January or February and voted by the end of March.

2. In the Bulgarian budget system three subdivisions may be distinguished:
(a) An ordinary budget;
(b) An extraordinary budget:
(c) Special funds.

The ordinary budget includes the current State expenditure and receipts
during a given financial year, and is a gross budget except as regards the
State mine "Pernik ", which in I925-26 was made an independent public under-
taking administered autonomously.
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The extraordinary budget includes capital expenditure and expenditure
for construction of all kinds. This expenditure is met out of a surplus on the
ordinary budget or from the proceeds of loans. The sums voted for the extra-
ordinary budget do not lapse at the end of a financial year, but may be spread
over a number of years, in proportion to the receipts available, until finally
exhausted.

The budgets of the special funds are administered by the Ministries concerned
with the purposes to which they are assigned, viz. : payment of pensions, social
insurance, war orphans, war disablement (training), agriculture, etc. The receipts
for these purposes are derived from supplementary taxes, State subsidies, private
donations, etc.

In connection with the stabilisation loan granted to Bulgaria in September
I928, under the auspices of the League of Nations, certain modifications were
effected in the budget system. A large proportion of the special funds were
incorporated in the ordinary budget as from the financial year I928-29. The
fund for assistance in cases of war disablement was incorporated in the accounts
of the Ministry of War and the extraordinary budget was abolished in I928-29.

The defence budget includes the amounts voted for maintenance of the army
and the police. If the amount voted for a given purpose is insufficient, recourse
may be had, subject to the consent of the Minister of Finance, to a fund known
as the Reserve Fund, which is voted and appears in the budget as a provision to
be drawn upon in such cases.

Towards the end of the financial year, if the amounts voted in the ordinary
budget are found to be insufficient to meet expenditure incurred or to be effected,
a supplementary budget is prepared.

The extraordinary budget contains sums voted for the purpose of construction or
renovation of barracks and other military quarters, and also for meeting obligations
incurred during the war.

Bulgaria has neither naval armaments nor an air force. The coasts of the
Black Sea and the banks of the Danube are guarded by a small force of marines
having a civil character, the budgetary estimates for which are shown among
those of the Ministry of Railways and of Postal and Telegraph Services. The
estimates for civil aviation are also shown in the budget of that Ministry.

B. BUDGET EXPENDITURE ON NATIONAL DEFENCE.

I. Summary of Defence Expenditure.

I927--28 1 I928-29 1929-30 I I930-31TABLE I.
Closed Accounts Voted estimates

Ministry of War: Leva (ooo,ooo's)

Ordinary budget .......... 1,026.1 1,o038.9 I,I20.0 1,087.0
Extraordinary budget ........ ... ... _ ...

Total ......... I,031.8 I,038.9 I,20. 0 1,087.o

Index numbers of: % % %
Wholesale prices (I914 = Ioo) . . . 2,879 3,133

1221 117 102 2
Retail prices: Cost of living (I914= Ioo) 2,708 2,829

1071 II6 96 2

Since November 1928, gold index. Average, November I928 to March 1929.
2 Average, April to November I930.

NOTES. - I. The figures in the table above include, in addition to expenditure
relating to the army, the expenditure on account of the land and river police and
coast guard.
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2. The expenditure in the extraordinary budget represented outlay on clothing,
armaments, purchase of sanitary supplies, purchase of horses and construction
of buildings.

II. Analysis of Defence Expenditure.
The following table shows the main items of expenditure on national defence

in the budget of the Ministry of War :

TABLE 2.

I927-28 I928-29 1929-30 1930-31

Closed Accounts Voted estimates

Leva (ooo's)
Salaries of officers, non-commissioned

officers and volunteers.. 500,337 429,958 485,000 485,000
Victualling.............. 246,647 264,736 285,000 267,000
Forage for horses and cattle ...... 96,728 102,294 98,000 89,000
Clothing. .............. 38,895 72,825 70,000 64,000
Outfit of newly promoted officers .... i86 194 188 228
Bedding ............... 4,660 4,980 6,002 6,002
Volunteers' outfits and saddlery .. . 4,983 3,945 4,000 4,000
Transport .............. 3,894 3,955 4,000 4,000
Repair and upkeep of guns and rifles .,843 1,638 1,700 1,700
Ammunition and miscellaneous materials. 4,382 4,429 5,000 5,000
Material for reparation of armaments . . 94 i,837 2,000 2,000
Wages of employees in military work-

shops ............... 15,I20 16,993 20,000 20,000
Upkeep of arsenal and military workshops 12,505 7,926 9,000 9,000
Material and transport service of the arsenal 1,245 3,606 9,000 9,000
Medical service .3,687 4,470 4,500 4,500
Veterinary service .301 3.8 350 350
Instruction and training courses . . .. 4,396 4,913 5,500 5,500
Heating and lighting ...... 9,46 10,444 9,900 9,900
Office expenses, publications, etc. 5,946 4,939 5,000 5,000
Grants and allowances to sick officers and

volunteers .893 663 goo900 900goo
Religion ............... 2 43 ioo i00o
Purchase of horses and cattle 1,327 4,974 5,000 5,000
Repair and upkeep of military buildings . 9,917 11,143 i0,000 10,000
Rent. 948 920 ,000 1,000
Expropriation of lands and buildings 3,772 4,985 5,000 5,000 ooo
Engineering material .3,598 4,628 4,500 4,500
Automobiles, motor wagons, motor bi-

cycles, etc. 5,769 5,668 5,000 5,000
Purchase of spirit and oil for automobiles,

motor wagons, motor bicycles, etc. . 3,785 5,947 6,000 6,000
Employees in the engineering depart-

ment of the arsenal . 5,86i 5,497 6,5oo0 6,500
Maintenance of camps and purchase of

tents ............... 154 332 500 500
Costs of transport .......... 8,i88 7,588 9,000 9,000
Travelling and camping costs . . . 16,488 9, 117 20,000 20,000
Geographical Institute .3,711 5,179 4,500 4,500
Reserve fund for expenditure on material. 8,000 8,ooo
Special services ...... I,ooo I,1,0ooo i,ooo 000
Liquidation of liabilities incurred in pre-

vious years . 9,631 i,000 i,000
Miscellaneous expenses ........ 3,472 7,203 7,860 7,860

Total expenditure on defence . . 1,026,o61 I,038,908 I,I20,000oo ,087,040
Assistance to war victims ....... 77,198 63,290 94,282 87,868

Total expenditure of the Ministry of
War .............. 1,103,259 I,102,198 1,214,282 1,174,908
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NOTES. - i. As the fund for assistance to victims of the war has been incorpo-
rated in the budget of the Ministry of War for I928-29, corresponding figures
for the previous year have been inserted in the table above.

2. In conformity with the stipulations of the Peace Treaty of Neuilly, Bul-
garia has been obliged to abolish the system of compulsory military service and
to adopt that of voluntary enlistment.

3. The budget contains no estimate of expenditure for military aviation
as, in accordance with the terms of the Peace Treaty of Neuilly, Bulgaria has
no air force.

III. Receipts collected by the Various Departments of National
Defence.

These are receipts by the arsenal and the various military workshops and
proceeds of sale of disused material. They amounted to the following sums:

I927-28 I928-29 1929-30 1930-31

Closed Accounts Voted estimates

Leva (ooo's)

1,505 1,725 1,500 3,000

IV. Expenditure referring to Previous Years.

i. Public Debt Service. No interest on or amortisation of Public Debt is
charged to the budget of the Ministry of War.

2. Military pensions do not figure in the budget of the Ministry of War. For
this purpose a special pension fund has been established, provided for by a deduc-
tion made from military salaries, as from those of other State officials.

C. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTE.

State expenditure on civil aviation is as follows :

1927-28 1 1928-2 1929-30 1930-31

Closed Accounts Voted estimates

Leva (ooo's)

In the ordinary budget ........ 31,029 36,440 29,356 36,706
In the extraordinary budget 505 ... ... 505

Total ......... 31,534 36,440 29,356 36,706


