
VENEZUELA

GENERAL

Area ........... 1,020,400 sq. km.
Inhabitants (3-11-26) . .. 3,026,878

per sq. km ..... 3.0
Length of railway lines (I926). I,I0oo km.

Army.

The President of the Republic is the supreme head of the army;
he either commands the army and navy in person or designates a com-
mander to act in his place. The duties of the Commander-in-Chief
of the army are laid down by the National Congress. The command
of the army is entrusted to the General Officer who is regarded by the
Federal Executive as best fitted for the appointment.

All matters concerning the army, navy or air force are within the
competence of the Federal Government.

With the exception of the police and prison guards, the States and
municipalities are not allowed to have forces other than those organised
by order of the Federal Government.

The army is made up of a contingent provided by each State, by the
federal district and by the dependent federal territories, in proportion to
their population.

The Ministry of War is the supreme military authority for all
questions concerning organisation, armament, fortifications and military
administration.

The General Staff is an intermediate organ between the Commander-
in-Chief of the army and his subordinates; it is placed under the Ministry
of War.--and Marine..

The General Staff includes: the General Staff proper and the brigade or regi-
mental staffs which assist the General Staff in carrying out its duties in connection
with the army.
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MILITARY AREAS.

The territory of the Republic is divided into a certain number of
military areas; these are further sub-divided into military districts,
and the latter again into military sub-districts. The command of each
military area is entrusted to the commander of the division or brigade
stationed in the territory forming the area in question.

CONDITIONS OF SERVICE AND COMPOSITION OF THE ARMY.

Every Venezuelan citizen is liable for service in the active army
and in the reserve during the periods laid down by the law. The national
army includes the Active Army and the reserve army.

The Active Army includes the following arms: infantry, cavalry
and artillery, besides the following departments and services: Staff,
Engineers, Train, Air Force, Intendance, Remounts and Veterinary
Services, Military Justice and Medical Service.

The Venezuelan army is organised in five brigades, consisting, in
all, of 33 infantry battalions.

The artillery consists of two fortress and coast artillery groups, one
regiment of field artillery and one machine-gun company.

The cavalry consists of two squadrons.

EFFECTIVES.

The active army of Venezuela has a strength of 6,000 men 1

II.

Navy.

LIST OF UNITS
(1927 and 1928)

Gunboats :
i. Mariscal Sucre (i886) Displacement, 1,125 tons. Dimensions, 192 x 30 x 13

feet. H.P. 2,000 = 13 kts. Guns 2 4-inch; 2
6-pdr.; 6 3-pdr.' 2 i-pdr.

2. General Salom (I9oo) Displacement, 750 tons. Dimensions: 240 X 26 x 13
feet. H.P. 1,900oo = o kts. Guns: i I2-pdr.; 4
6-pdr.

3. Miranda (I895) Displacement, 200 tons. Dimensions: 135 x 19 x 8
feet. H.P. 315 -= io kts. Guns i: 6-pdr.

Miscellaneous : 2 units.

1 This figure is not official, and its accuracy cannot be guaranteed; the Secretariat
has not been able to obtain any official Venezuelan documents showing the strength of
the active army.



VENEZUELA 891

SUMMARY OF NAVAL UNITS.

Number Total Depreciated
Tonnage Tonnage'

Miscellaneous craft .............. 207

Depreciated tonnage (on January ist, i928) is calculated as follows:
(i) For battleships, battle-cruisers, coast-defence ships, monitors, aircraft-carriers and miscellaneous craft,

a reduction in original tonnage at the rate of 1/20 per annum from date of completion.
'(2) For cruisers and light cruisers, a reduction of i /i7 per annum from date of completion.
(3) Fortorpedo craft and submarines, a reduction of 1/i2 per annum from date of completion.

2 Gunboats.

III.

Budget Expenditure on National Defence.

A. NOTES ON BUDGET PROCEDURE.

i. The budget year covers the period from July ist to June 3oth.
2. The budget is gross.
3. Expenditure on defence is shown under the Department of War and the

Marine, which also includes expenditure on military pensions, pilotage and light-
houses.

B. BUDGET EXPENDITURE ON NATIONAL- DEFENCE.

1. Summary o/ De/ence Expenditure.

1925-26 I926-27 I927-28 1928-29

Closed
Accounts Estimates

Bolivars (ooo's omitted)

Department of War and the Marine . . 15,502 13,816 i6,750 20,020

II. Analysis o/ De/ence Expenditure.

1925-26 1926-27 1927-28 I928-29

' Closed ——
_________________________________ Accounts Estimates

Bolivars (ooo's omitted)
Army .............. . 11,011
Navy . 1,27I
Aviation ............ 78. 78Military pensions . ....... 322
Pilotage and lighthouses ........ 22
Supplementary credits, etc. '2,598

Total . ........... 15,502 13,816 16,750 20,02.0

' Not available.




