
MEXICO

GENERAL.

Area ........... 1,987,25o0 sq. km.
Population .. . . I4,241,821

Per sq. km. . .. 7.

I.

Army.

A. SUPREME MILITARY AUTHORITY AND ITS ORGANS

Under the constitution the President of the Republic is the supreme
head of the Army.

I. MINISTRY OF WAR AND MARINE.

The Secretary of State for War and Marine is in supreme command
of the Army. He is assisted in his duties by his private staff, by the
Under-Secretary for War and Marine, by the " Oficial Mayor" (Chief
of Department) of War and Marine, by the Departments of the Staff,
Infantry, Cavalry, Artillery, Aviation, Accountancy and Administration,
Health Service, Military Justice, Military and Naval College; an
Engineers' Commission, a Geographical and Topographical Section
responsible for mapping the country; the Directorate of Recruits'
Training-Schools and the Directorate of Fencing and Gymnastics.

B. TERRITORIAL AND MILITARY AREAS

The military administration of the Republic is divided into 37 mili-
tary areas (Je/aturas).

C. HIGHER UNITS

As a general rule, the higher units are not organised in time of peace.
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D. ARMY AND SERVICES

(i) Infantry. -- The unit of the- Mexican Army is the battalion,
which consists of three companies and one machine-gun company.

(2) Cavalry. - The unit is the regiment, which consists of three
squadrons.

(3) Artillery:
(a) Field Artillery. - The unit is the regiment, which consists

of two groups of two batteries each, armed with 75 mm. guns.
(b) Mountain Artillery. - The unit is the regiment, which

consists of two groups of two batteries each, armed with
70 mm. guns.

(4) Engineers. - In process of organisation.
(5) Aviation. - The unit is the group, which consists of three

squadrons.
(6) Military establishments. - Military college, with schools of

infantry, cavalry, artillery, engineers and administration. School
of military medicine and naval school.

(7) Services. - The supply of arms, munitions, clothing and equip-
ment is provided for by the Department of Military Manufactures and
Supplies, which is not under the Ministry of War and which is responsible
for the manufacture of arms, cartridges, powder, articles of clothing
and equipment, the national ordnance factory and the munitions and
pyrotechnic laboratory. The stores of arms and munitions, clothing
and equipment are under the War Ministry. The health, administrative
and legal services are provided for by the hospitals, infirmaries, supply
depots and courts-martial established in Mexico.

E. RECRUITING SYSTEM

The rank and file are recruited by voluntary enlistment. Volunteers
undertake to serve in the Army for three years and in the reserve for
seven years.

The officers are for the most part recruited from the military college.
A certain number of sergeants who have distinguished themselves during
their period of service are promoted to the rank of 2nd lieutenant.

All the non-commissioned officers are drawn from the rank and file.

F. EFFECTIVES

(I) Officers. - The Mexican Army at present includes 9,ooo generals,
field officers and other officers; this figure includes officers actually
serving in the Army and those performing special duties.

(2) Rank and file. - 54,000 men.



MEXICO 747

II.

Navy.

The Navy, which is at present in process of reorganisation, consists
of:

Armoured cruiser ........... I
Gunboats ............... 3
Transport .............. I
Coast defence vessels .......... 7

III.

Budget Expenditure on National Defence.

The financial year is the same as the civil year.
The national defence budget for I925 amounted to $83,508,352.95.

Sources.

Communication from the Ministry of War and Marine dated
December 29th, 1925.


