
ESTHONIA

GENERAL

Area .......... 47,549 sq. kilom.
Inhabitants (i923) . . . . i,o7,o 59.

Per sq. kilom. . . . 23.3.

Army.
Recruiting System:

The organisation of the military forces is based upon the principle
of permanent army in which all citizens may receive military training.

Compulsory service lasts from the age of 20 to 55. The length
of service in the regular army is i8 months; after completing this
period, men are transferred for the remainder of their service to the
reserve.

Composition of the Army.

In peace time, the Army consists of:
3 divisions, of two to three infantry regiments and 2 artillery

groups each.
The units at present in existence are 

7 infantry regiments; one with 4 battalions, two with 3 batta-
lions and four with 2 battalions: Each battalion consists of
two or three infantry companies and a heavy machine-gun
company.

I cavalry regiment, consisting of three cavalry squadrons, a
squadron of heavy machine-guns; I training squadron,
i labour squadron and i technical detachment.

4 groups of field artillery, of three or four batteries each; each
battery has 4 75 mm. guns.

2 groups of heavy artillery, of 4 batteries of 4 I50 mm. guns
each.
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i battalion of engineers, consisting of:
2 companies of sappers,
i railway company,
I gas company,
I training company.

I signalling battalion, consisting of:
i wireless telegraph company,
2 telegraph and telephone companies,
I searchlight company,
I training company.

i division of tanks and armoured cars, consisting of:
2 tank companies (four heavy and 12 light tanks),
i company of armoured cars (6 cars).

i flight of aeroplanes, consisting of:
2 aeroplane companies,
i hydroplane company.

2 armoured train regiments, with two trains each.

Budgetary Effectives (1925) '

Officers ................ 1,500
Other ranks ................ 16,200

Total ............... 17,700

Aviation :
Flying personnel .............. 50
Non-flying personnel ............ I25

II.

Navy.

LIST OF UNITS
(I925)

Destroyers:

i. Lennuk (I915-I7) 1,8oo00 tons. Dimensions: 344 2 x 3I 1/4 x 9 2/3
feet. Guns: 5 4-inch. 9 torpedo-tubes (I8-inch).

2. Wambola (1915-18) 1,585 tons. Dimensions: 3I4a/4 X 30 2 X 9 2/
feet. Guns: 4 4-inch. 9 torpedo-tubes (i8-
inch).

Miscellaneous :

9 units (torpedo-boat, gunboats, minelayers, etc.).
32
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III.

Budget Expenditure on National Defence.

A. NOTES ON BUDGET PROCEDURE.

(i) The financial year coincides with the calendar year. The esti-
mates are submitted to the Government in the autumn and are generally
voted at the beginning of the financial year.

(2) The budget consists of two parts: (a) ordinary revenue and
expenditure; (b) extraordinary revenue and expenditure, the latter
being sub-divided into expenditure shown under various ministries
and expenditure of the operation fund for loans to municipalities, under-
takings, etc. The extraordinary expenditure shown under various
Ministries also comprises military expenditure.

(3) The budget is drawn up according to the principles of a gross
budgetary system.

B. BUDGET EXPENDITURE ON NATIONAL DEFENCE.

Summary of Defence Expenditure.

I923 I924 I925

Closed Revised
Accounts Estimates

Emks (ooo,ooo's omitted)

Ministry of War:
Ordinary expenditure . . ... 1,131.3 1,208.- 1,235 -
Extraordinary expenditure. .. . 273-5 332.6 245.4

Total ........... 1,404.8 1,540.6 1,480.4
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The following table shows certain main items of ordinary and extra-
ordinary defence expenditure.

1924 I 1925

Emnks (ooo,ooo's omitted)

Ordinary expenditure:
Salaries. ................ 466.4 412.9
Barracks ............ . Ioo.8 104.5
Repair of buildings ...... . 16.2 I8.-
War material ............. 526.4 591.5
Miscellaneous expenses.......... 98.2 io8. 

Total ordinary expenditure ...... 1,2o8.- 1,235.-

Extraordinary expenditure:
War material ..... 188.7 164.8
Construction of buildings . .... . I17.4 42.2
Coast defence .. 8.7 11.6
Chemical warfare material.. . 20.9
Miscellaneous expenses.......... 17.8 5.9

Total extraordinary expenditure . ... 332.6 245.4

Total defence expenditure ..... 1,540.6 1,48o.4

The defence expenditure in 1925 amounts to about 30 per cent of the
total net expenditure of the State.

Sources.

Information received from Government.
Budget, 1925.
Jane's Fighting Ships, 1925.


