
NETHERLANDS

GENERAL

Area .............. 34,200 sq. km.

Population ........... 6,841,000
per sq. km. ......... 200

Length of Railways ........... 3,406 km.

I.

Army.

A. SUPREME MILITARY AUTHORITY AND ITS ORGANS

I. WAR OFFICE.

The War Office is the central authority for Army administration 4
It is organised in the following Departments :

Ist Department. - Department of the Minister.
Deals with all Parliamentary correspondence, all questions which

do not require handling from a purely technical or administrative stand-
point, and also legal and international questions.

2nd Department. - General Staff.

Questions relating to national defence ; Organisation, disbandment
and mobilisation; Field exercises; Preparation and supply of Maps ;
Military training; Remounts; Royal Gendarmerie; Garrison service ;
Firing practices; Training of Army formations; Reserve formations.

3rd Department. - Personnel.

Officer, N. C. 0. and Volunteer personnel; Army pensions; Fur-
lough; Recruiting for the Home Country and the Colonies; Appointment
of civilian officials ; Bonuses.
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4th Department. - Ordnance.
Technical questions; Armament of land forces; Artillery stores;

Artillery centres ; Supply of artillery stores.

5th Department. - Engineers.

Inspection of Engineer Corps; Training and instruction of Engineer
Corps ; Upkeep of defence works, parade grounds and military buildings;
Military construction ; Leasing of premises ; Prohibited areas.

6th Department. - Army Service (Intendance).
Supplies and welfare for men and horses ; Medical Service ; Clothing

and equipment; Military quarters; Transport of troops.

7th Department. - Military Conscription.

Questions concerning the Regular Army; Law on Compulsory Mili-
tary Service ; Inspections and exemptions ; Time-limits for the duration
of first period of training and of refresher courses ; Men debarred from
the service; Drawing of lots; Regulations for the distribution and
incorporation of men detailed for military service ; Allowances to bread-
winners.

8th Department. - Accountancy.

Administration and supervision of the accounts of the various units;
Preparation of the budget and of estimates for supplies; Accountancy
procedure and all similar questions.

In addition to the above-mentioned Departments there are in the
War Office a

Secretariat (Gazette - Army List - Archives)
and a

Library.
2. COUNCIL OF NATIONAL DEFENCE.

The Council of National Defence is a permanent advisory body,
which deals with matters relating to the national land and sea forces
and other means of defence. The following are ex officio members of
the Council The Commander-in-Chief of the Army; the Chief of the
General Staff, or, in his absence, the Deputy Chief; the Commandants
oi the fortresses; the Chief of the Naval General Staff, or, in his absence,
the Chief of the General Staff Office in the Admiralty; four civilian
members appointed by the Crown ; the Inspectors-General of the various
arms, the Chiefs of the services subordinate to the War Office, and a
Squadron Commander or Commander-in-Chief of the Navy on the
Active or Retired List, appointed by the Crown.

The Council is organised in three Sections :
the ist, responsible for questions relating to defence generally;
the 2nd, for questions concerning land defence;
the 3rd for purely naval questions.
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The Ministers of War and Marine may both attend meetings of
the Ist Section ; the Minister of War attends meetings of the 2nd Section,
and the Minister of Marine those of the 3rd Section. In the two latter
cases they take the chair and have the right of voting. If both Ministers
attend a meeting of the Ist Section, each has the right of voting and
the senior in age takes the chair.

B. TERRITORIAL MILITARY DIVISIONS

I. MILITARY AREAS.

The Kingdom is divided into four Military Districts commanded
respectively by the following officers : First Area: The General
Officer Commanding the ist Division (The Hague); Second Area 
The General Officer Commanding the 2nd Division (Arnhem); Third
Area: The General Officer Commanding the 3rd Division (Breda);
Fourth Area The General Officer Commanding the 4th Division
(Amersfoort).

2. RECRUITING AREAS.

With a view to carrying out the regulations concerning the distri-
bution and incorporation of young soldiers in the various military
and naval corps, the Kingdom is divided into twelve Recruiting Areas.

C. ORGANISATION OF THE ARMY IN TIME OF PEACE

I. GENERAL STAFF.

The General Staff consists of 
The Chief of the General Staff;
The Deputy Chief of the General Staff,

and the following Services
Topographical Service;
Carrier Pigeon Service;
Air Service
Motor Transport Service Training Company;
Military and Historical Archives of the General Staff.

2. FIELD ARMY.

The Field Army consists of the General Headquarters of the Army
at The Hague, four Divisions, and the Light Brigade.
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The establishment of a Division is :
General Headquarters;
2 Infantry Brigades;
i Field Artillery Brigade.

The establishment of the Light Brigade is :
Brigade Headquarters;
i Cyclist Regiment;
2 Hussar Regiments;
Horse Artillery Corps.

3. FORTIFICATIONS.

In time of peace there are headquarters staffs for the fortresses of
Holland and Helder.

D. ARMS AND SERVICES

i. ARMS.
(a) In/fantry.

The Infantry establishment is :
Headquarters Staff;
8 Brigades;
2 Schools of Arms;
Cyclist Regiment;
2 Military Schools for officers of the Reserve;
School of Musketry;
Military Physical Training and Athletic School.

The establishment of a Brigade is :
Brigade Headquarters;
3 Regiments each organised in a Headquarters, 3 training Com-
panies and one advanced training Company.

(b) Cavalry.

The cavalry establishment is :
Headquarters Staff (The Hague);
2 Hussar regiments;
School of equitation;
Military school for officers of the Reserve;
Cavalry remount depot.

The establishment of a regiment is :
Headquarters Staff and
2 half-regiments (5 squadrons).
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(c) Artillery.

The artillery establishment is
Headquarters Staff;
4 Brigades of field artillery;
Horse artillery corps;
Military school for officers of the field and horse artillery reserve;
Artillery remount dep6t;
Regiment of fortress artillery;
Military school for officers of the fortress artillery reserve;
Coast Artillery Regiment;
Anti-aircraft artillery corps;
Corps of bridge trains and torpedo troops;
Director of artillery stores;
Testing Commission.

The establishment of an artillery brigade is
Brigade headquarters;
2 Regiments of field artillery (headquarters and 3 training

batteries).
Train column.

The establishment of the horse artillery corps is :
Headquarters staff;
I training battery;
i advanced training battery.

The establishment of the regiment of fortress artillery is :
Headquarters staff;
8 Training companies.

The establishment of the regiment of coast artillery is
Headquarters staff;
5 Training companies.

The artillery establishment also comprises
The artillery firing range at Oldebroek.

The State office of artillery establishments is under the direct orders
of the Ministry and consists of 

(a) Directorate.
(b) Munition factory, small-arms factory and storehouses

attached to the above, all at Hembrug;
(c) Workshops for other stores and the magazines at Delft (to

be transferred to Hembrug).

(d) Engineers.

The establishment of engineers consists of:
Headquarters staff;
i regiment (Utrecht).
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The regiment is organised in a
Headquarters;
3 battalions (field engineers, telegraph, searchlight section).

Each battalion consists of
2 Training companies.

The field engineer battalion also includes a platoon of railway troops,

(e) Air Force.

The air service corps, consisting of a
Headquarters staff, and
2 companies,

is stationed at Soesterberg,
There is also a detachment at Schiphol.

2. SERVICES.

(a) Intendance.

The Intendance Service consists of the Headquarters staff and the
company of intendance troops. In the fortress of Holland and in the
various divisions, the intendance services are assured by officers
appointed for this purpose by the War Office.

Central military clothing and equipment dep6ts. - The object of these
depots is to manufacture and keep in store all articles required by the
Army. They assure the supply of the Army through the garrison
depots. (Depots : Amsterdam, Woerden, company of Intendance
Corps at Utrecht).

(b) Military Administration.

The military administration service consists of the personnel of the
administration. Administration officers are attached to each corps
and establishment.

(c) Medical Service.

The Medical Service is commanded by an Inspector and is sub-
ordinate to the War Office ; the veterinary and pharmaceutical services
are respectively under the command of a senior veterinary and senior
pharmaceutical officer. Medical officers with the rank of major are
attached to the military establishments for the treatment of the sick.
These establishments consist of military hospitals and sick-wards.

Medical stores dep6t. - There is at Amsterdam a central dep6t
for medical stores from which the military establishments for the treat-
ment of the sick draw their supplies of medicines and dressings.

Companies of hospital attendants. - There are 4 of these (Utrecht (2),
Breda, The Hague).
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E. ROYAL GENDARMERIE AND MILITARY POLICE

i. ROYAL GENDARMERIE.

The Royal Gendarmerie constitutes a section of the State police
forces and is organised in a

Headquarters staff;
4 divisions; and a
dep6t.

The Gendarmerie is commanded by an Inspector.

First division (Headquarters : 's Hertogenbosch).

This division consists of the southern part of the province of
Zeeland, the western part of the Island of Walcheren and the province
of North Brabant, but not including the north-eastern part of the
latter.

Second division (Headquarters: Maestricht).

This division consists of the province of Limburg, the north-east
of the province of North Brabant and the south-eastern part of the pro-
vince of Gelderland to the south of the river Waal.

Third division (Headquarters : Arnhem).

This division consists of the province of Gelderland up to the east
of the river Yssel, and including certain districts west of that river,
and the provinces of Over-Yssel, North Holland, South Holland and
Utrecht.

Fourth division (Headquarters : Leeuwarden).

This division consists of the provinces of Groningen and Drenthe
and the province of Friesland, not including the south-western part
of the latter.

Dep6t: Apeldoorm.

2. MILITARY POLICE.

The Military Police is organised in a Headquarters staff (The Hague)
4 companies (with headquarters at The Hague, Amsterdam, Breda
and Zutphen respectively) and a depot company (Nieuwerluis). The
Amsterdam company consists of two sections, one mounted and one
foot; the Hague company is divided into sections, stationed at The Hague,
Rotterdam and Amersfoort ; the Breda company into sections stationed
at Breda and 's Hertogenbosch; and the Zutphen company into sections
stationed at Zutphen and Assen.

The inspector of the Royal Gendarmerie also acts as inspector of

the military police, the commander of which may be an officer of the
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Gendarmerie. The other officers, N.C.O.s and rank and file are
seconded from the corps to which they belong and shown as super
numeraries to establishment.

SUMMARY TABLE OF COMMANDS AND UNITS.

I n a 1r. 0

Field Artillery · ··4 8 24

Horse Artillery . . .i , 0

Infantry . ... 8 25' 96 5
Cavalry . . . 2 . . 2102
Field Artillery. . . 8 24
Horse Artillery . . I 2
Fortress Artillery . 8
Coast Artillery.... I 5
Anti-aircraft Artillery i I
Bridge Train and Tor-

pedo Troops ... . 3
Engineers ...... I 3 6
Air Force . 2
Medical Service 4
Gendarmerie ... 4

div.
Police ....... i 4

Including one cyclist.
2 Including 2 reserve squadrons.

F. MATERIAL IN SERVICE IN THE UNITS

Rifles, carbines, pistols, revolvers ........... 21,2oo0
Automatic revolvers ..................
Machine guns .............. 572
Guns or howitzers (calibre less than I20 mm.) ..... i97
Guns, howitzers or mortars (calibre from I20o mm.

upwards) ................... . I07
Tanks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . —
Complete aircraft:
3Bombing planes'._._. .. . Total figure, including

Battle planes . ..... i8 planes in reserve in the
Scouting planes .. . . 54 units but not including

ui p es .training planes . . . 72
Spare engines in units .................. IO
Dirigibles . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Captive balloons .
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G. RECRUITING SYSTEM

i. RECRUITING AREAS. - INSPECTION BOARDS.

The country is divided into I2 recruiting areas, with 43 inspection
boards. Each recruiting area is commanded by an infantry major
who is responsible for the distribution and incorporation of young
soldiers enlisted in the parishes in his area.

2. ENLISTMENT.

Dutch subjects who were resident or whose legal guardians were
resident in Europe on January ist of the year in which they reached
19 years of age are enlisted for military service. Foreigners are also
enlisted in certain cases provided they were domiciled in the Nether-
lands on the prescribed date.

3. MEN DEBARRED FOR REASONS OF CHARACTER.

Men who have been sentenced to one or more periods of civil or mili-
tary imprisonment exceeding more than 6 months in all are debarred
from military service.

4. EXEMPTIONS.

The law provides for several exemptions: Men with a brother
in the service, bread-winners, men indispensable in their trade or pro-
fession, men employed in certain official duties, etc. Exemption may
be either permanent or temporary.

5. DRAWING OF LOTS.

Lots must be drawn for each separate class; all men enlisted for
compulsory service must take part in the drawing of lots except those
who, before the first day on which lots are drawn, are finally declared:

(a) Permanently unfit for service;
(b) Debarred from the service.

Only one draw is held for each commune or group of communes.

6. INCORPORATION.

Not more than I9,500 of a contingent of recruits are posted to the
regular service 1. This figure does not include men detailed for regular
service at the time when the lists of the last class but one were compiled,
but who, at the end of the year of the latter class, were shown as missing.

' The Army Law of February 4 th, 1922, lays down that, as regards the 1923 and
I924 classes, the prescribed number of men mentioned herein above need not be called
up to perform military training in peace-time, provided that at the end of the year of
incorporation the number of men in each class taken for naval or military service does
not exceed 19,500.
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Of the men detailed to complete their regular service:
(a) A maximum of I,ooo (by class) are posted to the navy.
(b) The remainder to the land forces.

The number of men to be supplied from the communes or groups
of communes for regular service is fixed in proportion to the number
of men entered on the rolls.

Men detailed for incorporation but not for regular service must
perform some other service.

Men liable to service must be drafted to the regular service imme-
diately after the result of the drawing of lots has been finally promul-
gated and the strength of the contingent determined.

7. DURATION OF MILITARY OBLIGATION.

Men liable to compulsory service are regarded as discharged from
military duty:

(a) On October Ist of the year in which they reach 40 years
of age, except in the case of officers or N.C.O.s ;

(b) On October Ist of the year in which they reach 45 years
of age in the case of N.C.O.s;

(c) On October Ist of the year in which they reach 50o years
of age in the case of officers.

8. SERVICE WITH THE COLOURS.
(a) General.

Men belonging to the ordinary conscript class must perform service
with the colours:

(a) for the first period of training;
(b) for the refresher course;
(c) in case of war, threat of war, or other emergency.

Men not liable to compulsory service on the usual terms cannot
be called up for service with the colours except in the case of war,
threat of war, or other emergency.

(b) Duration of first period of training.
I. The first period of training lasts:

In the land forces :
(a) for a period not exceeding 5½ months for men in the dis-

mounted corps.
(b) for a period not exceeding 9 months for men in the dis-

mounted corps (exclusive of hospital attendants and airmen)
who, after incorporation in the Army, take the N. C. 0.
cadet course.

(c) for a period not exceeding 12 months for men in the dis-
mounted corps who, after incorporation, take the officers'
courses or the courses for hospital attendants, the Air
Force or Horse Artillery.
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(d) for a period not exceeding 15 months in the cavalry.
In the naval forces:

for a period not exceeding 8 months.

II. For men of the land forces who have taken certain preparatory
military courses, the first period of training is reduced by 4 months,
this provision being applicable in all cases in which the men belong
to an arm or service for which they have' taken a preparatory course.

III. The first period of training begins immediately upon incor-
poration, except in certain cases specified in the Law.

IV. The duration of the first period of training is reckoned from
the first day of incorporation.

V. Conscripts may be required to divide their periods of training
into two or more parts, which are not necessarily consecutive.

VI. Men who, except in a time of emergency, are detailed to take
officer cadet courses after performing their first period of training with
the colours, and who do not immediately begin to train for a commission,
are released within a period not exceeding 15 days,. pending the com-
mencement of their instruction. Service performed prior to such
release does not count towards the first period of training.

VII. Men may be either entirely or partially exempted from the
first period of training.

VIII. When due for discharge from service with the colours, a con-
script may be retained if he has not reached the requisite standard
of training.

(c) Refresher course.

I. The refresher course must not exceed 40 days. In the land forces
this course must, as a general rule, be divided into two periods.

II. If necessary, each refresher course may last 7 days longer in
the case of N.C.O.s than in that of the rank and file.

III. Unless otherwise decided by the Minister of War, the refresher
course must be performed within 6 years following the year in which
the first period of training was completed, or in which conscripts ex-
empted from the first period received their first discharge from service
with the colours.

IV. Hospital attendants and conscripts belonging to the Air Force
are not required to perform refresher courses.

The Crown may also exempt men with dependent families, or any
other category of men, from all or part of the refresher courses.
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H. BUDGET EFFECTIVES

OFFICERS, CIVIL SERVANTS AND EMPLOYEES.

Civil Servants andOfficers Employees

1923 1924 1923 1924

War Office ...... .. . - -. 205 185
Army Administration . ... 84 85 
Staff . ............ 54 60 - -
Intendance . ... ... 21 21 - -
Infantry .......... 614 621 - -
Cavalry .......... 83 86 - -
Artillery .......... 310 335 - -
Engineers .......... 88 87 
Medical Service ....... 145 I28 II I
Topographical Service . . .. . - 93 93
Miscellaneous Services . . . 128 48 375 503

Total ....... 1,527 1,471 684 791

N.C.O.s AND MEN.

(Under the terms of Art. 27 of the Army Law of February 4th, I922,

not more than i9,500 of the recruits class are detailed for ordinary
service.)

Corporals and Men
N.C.O.s ......

Volunteers Parade Days
Number (in thousands) ...........-

—i~ —~1924

1923 1924 — Tol
23 924 Volunteers Recruits Reserve

Infantry . 1,862 1,876 72 2,472 38 2,582
Cavalry . 262 258 112 542 2 656
Artillery . 960 848 3861 113 ,o030 13 I,156
Engineers i85 185 61 173 4 241
Medical

Service 264 272

Total . 3,533 3,439 361 4,217 57 4,635
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SCHOOLS AND COURSES.

Cadets
Officers N.C.O.s and Civilian

and Men Appren- Employees

Musketry School . . . 8 6 12 io
Physical Training School. 4 3 5 6
Flying School .44 68 8 3473 352
Motor Transport School 3' 3 135 3176 9 7
Courses ........ 6 9 - 24 

Total ....... 122 135 448 748 533 22 20

1 Making a total of 16,470 days.
' Making a total of 9,571 weeks.
37 for 9 months and 3 for 7 months.

8 for 9 months and 4 for 7 months.
N.C.O.s.

6 Making a total of 4,686 days. Including 38 N.C.O.s.
7Making a total of 7,440 days.
'6 of these for 9, 2 for 7, 2 for 5, 6 for 3 and I6 for ix/ months.

LANDSTORM.

1923 1924

Officers . .............. ioi 871
N.C.O.s. ... ............ 290 258

1 Not including officers of the Reserve called up for 3 weeks.

GENDARMERIE AND POLICE.

Gendarmerie Police Total

1923 1924 1923 1924 1923 1924

Officers ....... 29 27 20 19 49 46
N.C.O.s ....... 464 468 227 286 69I 754
Men 720 720 490 450 1,2IO 1,170
Employees.... . 19 I9 3 I 22 20
Horses . .... 68 680 68 0 3 103 783 783

38
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HORSES IN ARMY.

Number

General Staff and Commands ............ 6o
Infantry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 68
Cavalry .. . . ... . . . . . . . .... . . . . 1,988
Artillery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,604
Veterinary Surgeons ........... 24

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,744

1. CADRES.
i. Officers.

The Officers on the active list are supplied from the Military Academy
at Breda. The Advanced Course at Kampen was transferred to Breda
in October I923, and will be closed in I928.

Royal Military Academy, Breda. - The object of the Royal Military
Academy is to train infantry, cavalry, artillery and engineer officers
for service with the land forces in Holland and in the colonies.

The courses last 3 months. Engineer officers subsequently take
an advanced practical course lasting one year. Cadets admitted to
the Academy must undertake to serve for 7 years in the Army,

Advanced Training Class, Kampen. - (Attached since I923 to the
Royal Military Academy, Breda.)

The object of the Advanced Training Class is to train officers for
service in the infantry and in the Army Administration.

The course lasts 2 years.
Cadet School, Alkmaar. - This will be transferred to Breda in Sep-

tember I924, and attached to the Royal Military Academy.
The object of the school is to give preparatory instruction to candi-

dates for the Royal Military Academy.
The course lasts 2 years.
Staff College, The Hague. - The object of the Staff College is to

train officers.
Officers receive:

(a) General military training for the higher commands and
for service with the General Staff.

(b) Training for the Intendance Service.
The Reserve of Officers is recruited from volunteers and conscript

recruits and from cadets at the military schools.
The course lasts 2I4 days for the first category and a year for the

second category.

2. N.C.O.s.

There are certain training courses lasting 9 months for candidates
for the rank of sergeant.

There are also special instruction units for the training of volunteer
N.C.Os in the horse artillery.



NETHERLANDS 595

J. VOLUNTEER LANDSTORM

i. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE LANDSTORM AND OBLIGATIONS
OF VOLUNTEERS.

The volunteer Landstorm consists of:
(a) The Landstorm associations, which assume responsibility :.

I. for training men for the preliminary qualifying certificate for
military service;

II. for training officers and N.C.O.s.

(b) the Corps founded for a specific object, namely:
The motor transport corps, the marine service, the railway service,

and the service for giving warning of the approach of aircraft.
The following may enlist as volunteers in the Landstorm
Landstorm associations ;
Men who have the requisite qualifications as laid down by the Min-

ister of War are not liable to compulsery military service under the
terms of the Military Service Law, and have not enlisted as volunteers
in the land or .:ea forces or the forces for oversea: defence;

The Corps mentioned in paragraph (b) above;
Men belonging to the class mentioned above, and, at the discretion

of the Minister, men liable to regular military service or belonging
to the Army Reserve, and women who have certain specified quali-
fications.

Boys under i6 years of age may not enlist.
Volunteers are liable for active service, if called up, in case of war,

threat of war, or other emergency; they are subject to military dis-
cipline and must submit to a preliminary enquiry if suspected of, or
charged with, an offence against or infraction of Army Regulations.
They must also complete any period of active service to which they
are liable under the terms of their engagement.

Volunteers who fail to acquire the preliminary qualifying certificate
must perform 200 hours' training yearly; men who have obtained
the certificate perform 50 hours.

Volunteers commissioned as officers are placed on the establishment
of the Army Reserve.

Preliminary qualifying certificates granted to Landstorm volun-
teers cease to be valid two years after the date on which a man's engage-
ment in the Landstorm expires.

Men cannot enlist in the Landstorm for a period exceeding 4 years,
but such engagements are considered as renewed from year to year
unless the volunteer gives notice, one month before the expiration
of his engagement, of his intention to terminate it; the Inspector,
however, has the right to postpone the termination of a man's engage-
ment in the interests of the service.
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The engagements of men liable to regular military service terminate
on the day before they are legally obliged to enter the Army.

Women volunteers, who can only be posted to non-combatant
services, must perform 50 hours' training annually, or other equivalent
service.

2. LANDSTORM ASSOCIATIONS.

The volunteer members of the Landstorm are grouped in Land-
storm associations. Each association is organised in a headquarters
and one or more sections named after the parish or district where training
is given, and is under the command of an infantry major .

DUTCH EAST INDIES

I. AREA AND POPULATION.

Area : I,goo,I4I sq. km.
Population: 49,350,834.

2. COMPOSITION OF THE ARMY.

2 Divisions, consisting of troops of the various arms (in Java).
Garrison infantry, including 12 battalions and i company.

3. ARMS AND SERVICES.

(a) The infantry consists of :
6 Regiments, each of which has three (Infantry other

4-company battalions. than garrison
i Independent detachment consisting of infantry.)

2 battalions.
4 machine-gun companies.
i fortress machine-gun company.
i liaison cyclist company.
i fighting cyclist company.
i military police corps.

12 battalions I garrison infantry.
I company

(b) The Cavalry consists of: 5 squadrons, i of which is a depot
squadron,

i troop of orderlies, and the carrier-pigeon service.
(c) The Artillery consists of:

2 regiments.
2 mechanically drawn howitzer

batteries.
I depot.

1 In exceptional circumstances the Commandant may be a Major of the Reserve or
a Captain on the active list.
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I coast artillery company.
I militia company. coast and fortress
i depot company. artillery.
I training company.
The ordnance service and the artillery workshops.

Each regiment of field artillery consists of : i field artillery group,
i mountain artillery group and i motor artillery group.

(d) The Aviation troops consist of :
2 groups of aeroplanes of 3 flights each.
The flying school.
The observation school.
The photo-technical service.
The radiographical and meteorological service.
The transport service.
The technical service.
The labour company.

(e) The Engineers consist of:
2 field companies.

i battalion of I technical company.
i depot company.
I motor transport company.

The technical company is composed of:
i telegraph section.
i radiographic section.
i searchlight section.

4. RECRUITING SYSTEM.

European inhabitants who are Dutch subjects are liable to compulsory
military service ; otherwise the army consists of European and native
volunteers.

5. EFFECTIVES (BUDGETARY).

Officers ................. I,I301
Other ranks .... ........ . 33,200 2
Gendarmerie (or special troops for the main-

tenance of public order) . ....... Io,ooo

Total ..... 44,330
Distribution of armed forces: In the Dutch East Indies, Surinam

and Curasao.
This does not include the numbers given for the gendarmerie, i.e.

Io,ooo, which only refer to the Dutch East Indies.

1 Twenty-one officers belonging to the Air Force.
2 I33 other ranks belonging to the Air Force.
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6. MATERIAL IN SERVICE IN THE UNITS.

October Ist, I923.

Rifles or carbines .............. 47,340
Pistols or revolvers ............. 5,030
Automatic rifles .............. I86
Machine-guns ............... o07
Guns or howitzers of a calibre less than 20o milli-

metres ................. 221
Guns or howitzers or mortars of a calibre of I20

millimetres or above ........... 44
Tanks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Complete aircraft:
Bombing ........ Including spare machines in
Fighting ........ 6 units but excluding training
Reconnaissance . . 24 machines.

Spare Engines in units . . . 6

DUTCH WEST INDIES

(a) Surinam.

(i) Area: I5o,ooo sq. km. (approx.).
Population: II0,933 (January Ist, I923).

(2) Composition of the army.

The garrison of Surinam constitutes a subdivision of the army of
the Dutch East Indies.

Total strength, July Ist, 1924:
9 officers, 203 N.C.O.'s and men.

(b) Curasao.

(i) Area: 550 sq. km. (approx.).
Population : 56,038 (January ist, 1923).

(2) Composition of the army.

The garrison of Curasao, which also constitutes a subdivision of the
army of the Dutch East Indies, consisted on July Ist, 1924, of 5 officers,
112 N.C.O.s and men.
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II.

Navy.
(Including Colonies) January ist, I924.

Total Depreciated
Number Tonnage Tonnage 

Coast defence ships and monitors . · 4 21,910 2,970
Cruisers and light cruisers .... 2 14, I00 14,100oo
Destroyers and torpedo-boats . ..7 7,150 1*,515
Submarines ...... 18 6,8io 4,440
Miscellaneous craft . . ... ... 32 20,530 6,420

Total . . .. 70,500 29,445

Personnel: Officers ............ . .. 687
Other ranks ............ .. 6,728

The Navy furthermore disposes of the following air forces:
Fighting aircraft .................. 18
Scouting aircraft ........ . ....... . 50

Including mine-layers.
2 Depreciated tonnage (on January ist, 1924) is calculated as follows:

(i) For battleships, battle cruisers, coast-defence ships, monitors, aircraft-carriers and miscellaneous
vessels, a reduction in original tonnage at the rate of 1/20 per annum from date of completion.

(2) For cruisers and light cruisers, a reduction of i i7 per annum from date of completion.
(3) For torpedo craft and submarines, a reduction of /I12 per annum from date of completion.
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III.

Budget Expenditure on National Defence.

A. NOTES ON BUDGET PROCEDURE.

(i) The financial year coincides with the calendar year. The Budget
Estimates are presented to Parliament in the second half of September
and are generally voted during the first part of the budget year. Owing
to the special conditions arising from the war period, the final closing
of the accounts for recent years has been retarded more than two years
after the end of the financial year. Provisional figures have, however,
been published at a much earlier date.

(2) The General Budget Estimates (apart from the Loan Fund
of 1914, which is charged with interest on and amortisation of so-called
" crisis loans ") are divided into ordinary and extraordinary revenue
and expenditure. The main distinction between these two groups
is that the term " extraordinary expenditure " is restricted to expenditure
for capital purposes, and " extraordinary revenue " consists of receipts
from realisation of State capital. As a rule the term " expenditure
for capital purposes " is limited in this connection to such expenditure
as may be expected to bring in a direct return to the Treasury; but
this rule is not without exception, certain appropriations for military
construction, for instance, having been included in the extraordinary
expenditure in the budgets of the last few years.

(3) As regards public undertakings the budget has been gradually
developing into a net budget since I9I3. At present the most important
undertakings, including the artillery workshops, are treated as inde-
pendent concerns, the expenses being directly charged against the receipts
and only the net surplus or deficit, as the case may be, appearing in the
total of the General Budget. On the other hand, receipts collected
by the various departments (including the defence departments) in the
course of their operations are, as a rule, accounted for on the revenue
side of the budget and not set off against expenditure as appropriations
in aid.

(4) Local Authorities do not contribute to the expenditure for
defence purposes.

(5) The defence expenditure of the two colonies, Surinam and
Curacao, is included in the home budget. For the Dutch East Indies,
on the other hand, there is a special budget voted by the Dutch Parlia-
ment. This budget contains contributions to the home budget for naval
construction, etc.
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B. BUDGET EXPENDITURE ON NATIONAL DEFENCE.

I. Summary of Defence Expenditure (Gross).

TABLE I.

I92I I922 I923 I924

Closed Preliminary Estimates Estimates
accounts (voted) (voted)acc u nts 

Florins (ooo's omitted).

Ministry of War ....... 74, I36 63,904 63,137 61,698
Ministry of the Marine . ... 42,218 40,506 40,595 38,746
Ministry of the Interior . 67 9 I I
Ministry for the Colonies . ... 2,04I1 1,871 1,663 1,551

Total ...... . 118,462 106,290 105,396 101,996

Defence Expenditure Index . .. 100oo 90 89 86

Index Number of Wholesale Prices:
1913 = ioo .. .. 182 i6o 151 1552
1921 = ioo ..... Io0 88 83 85

Florins (ooo's omitted.)

Defence Expenditure reduced to
pre-War price level ..... 65,000 66,000 70,000 66,o00

Index of Defence' Expenditure
reduced to pre-War price level. ioo 102 Io8 102

Preliminary closed accounts.
2 Average, January to June 1924.

NOTES. - (i) The figures given here include pensions, but no expen-
diture on debt service. That portion of the defence expenditure which
is defrayed by the contributions from the budget of the Dutch East
Indies is also included.

(2) The figures for the Ministry of the Marine do not comprise
the civil expenditure (for pilotage, etc.), which is charged to that Ministry
under the heading of " Non-military expenditure" (Niet-militaire
uitgaven). Such expenditure amounts to 7,892,000 florins in the voted
estimates for I923 and to 7,362,000 florins in the voted estimates for
I924.
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II. Analysis of Expenditure Figures given in Table i.

(i) Details of the expenditure of the Ministry of War are given
in the following table:

TABLE 2.

192I 1922 I923 I924

Closed Preliminary Estimates Estimatesclosedaccounts accounts (voted) (voted)

Florins (ooo's omitted).

General administration. .... 769 678 672 6o6
Pay of staff of command personnel 586 531 479 400
Pay of military administration

personnel ..... . 696 68i 673 555
Pay of officers and men of the

various army corps .. 24,399 24,161 21,369 16,218
Provisions. 3,226 2,313 2,632 2,348
Clothing, equipment ..... 2,10o4 1,374 2,149 1,943
Barracks, stables, etc ... . . 1,370 1,364 2,176 577Remount service (purchase, etc.,

of horses) ...... . 2,545 1,172 1,980 1,937
Military instruction and man-

oeuvres ........... 1,76I 1,843 3,I 70 "2,759
Costs of administration .360 286 331 428
Miscellaneous expenses, staff and

army corps ......... 1,782 592 485 2,304
Medical service ........ 2,450 2,420 2,052 1,838
Military schools ........ 832 8oi 765 600
Air service ........ . 2,112 2,139 2,365 2,855
Motor service ....... 91 82 ioo 122
Stock accounts ........ i,6oi 1,370 I,323 1,232
War material .5........ ,789 6,840 4,938 5,825
Topographical service, etc. . . 368 292 257 255
Corps of engineers ....... 2,395 2,422 1,886 1,630
Transport service .. 6o 649 1,115 867
Miscellaneous subsidies and allow-

ances ........... 2,696 827 1,02I 1,057
Non-effective services (pensions,

etc.) ............ 7,472 7,989 9,000 13,339
Gendarmerie. . 1,555 1,741 1,890 1,733
Extraordinary expenditure . . 1,240 530 195 I95
Unforeseen expenditure, etc.. .. 4,777 670 75 75
Completion of fortifications . . . 137 39 -

Total . ..... .. 74,136 63,904 63,137 61,698
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(2) Details of the defence expenditure charged to the Ministry of
the Marine are given in the following table:

TABLE 3.

I921 I922 1923 1924

closed Preliminary Estimates Estimates
accounts closed Estimates submitted to

accounts ) Parliament

Florins (ooo's omitted)

General administration ...... 558 557 605 602
Pay of staff of command personnel,

etc ............... 447 468 546 499
Naval personnel:

Pay, provisions, clothing, etc.. 10,272 9,569 8,970 9,546
Medical service .572 509 536 505
Naval schools ....... 863 819 927 816

Purchase and maintenance of naval
material ·

Personnel.......... 2,747 2,522 2,318 2,137
Other expenses .. 9,362 17,805 17,588 12,i20

Miscellaneous subsidies & allowances 71 40 28 27
Non-effective services (pensions, etc.) 6,599 7,466 8,189 8,387
Miscellaneous items........ 727 751 888 855

Total ........... 42,218 40,506 40,595 35,494

NOTE. - It has been necessary to take the figures in this table
from the Statistical Year-Book of the Netherlands for 1922, which
contains information relating to the closed accounts for the fiscal year
192I and the preliminary closed accounts for 1922. As the division
into items given in the Year-Book differs in certain respects from that
given in the budgets and as the Year-Book only contains the estimates
submitted and not those voted by Parliament, the figures for the finan-
cial year 1924 are taken from the budget as submitted to Parliament.
The difference is not negligible; in the estimates submitted to Parliament
the Navy expenditure amounted to 35,494,000 florins, while the appro-
priations voted by Parliament amount to 38,746,000, involving an increase
of 3,252,000 florins.

(3) The defence expenditure charged to the Ministry of the Interior
represents the expenditure on militia, accounted for in the budget of
that Ministry under the heading " Local Authorities."

(4) The figures given in Table i under the heading Ministry for the
Colonies represent defence expenditure in Surinam and Curasao. The
division of the cost between these two colonies is as follows:

1921 1922 1923 1924

Florins (ooo's omitted)

Surinam ............ 1,533 1,403 I,245 1,I90

Cura9ao ............ 508 468 418 361

Total ........... 2,04I 1,871 1,663 1,551
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The costs of defence in the Dutch East Indies are borne by the budget
of that colony, which is independent of the budget of the Home Govern-
ment.

(5) Defence Establishments. The State maintains an artillery
workshop for production of war material, the net accounts of which
are entered in the budget of the Ministry of War. The budget of this
workshop is debited with the following charges, which are carried as
revenue to the General Budget: (a) pensions insurance premiums,
(b) interest, and (c) amortisation of working capital. The amounts
in question were as follows, according to the revenue figures of the
General Budget:

192I 1922 I923 1924

Florins (ooo's omitted)

Premiums .......... 247 267 411 292
Interest ........... 286 259 275 165
Amortisation .... . 2,017 427 182

Total .......... 533 2,543 I,II3 639

It will be seen that the figures given for amortisation vary considerably
from one year to another.

III. Receipts in connection with Defence Expenditure.

The expenditure figures are as a rule gross figures. The receipts
collected by the Defence Departments are accounted for on the revenue
side of the General Budget, the most important items being: payments
from the Dutch East Indies towards expenditure on construction of
naval vessels, receipts from sale of fixed property allocated to the
Defence Departments, receipts from sale of disused material, and pay-
ments from the military and naval personnel towards their pensions.
The totals of these receipts are given in the following table and are
shown separately for each Ministry:

192I I922 1923 I1924

Florins (ooo's omitted)

Ministry of War ....... 6,549 6,789 2,835 4,017
Ministry of the Marine . . .. 3,786 5,570 7,149 4,750
Ministry for the Colonies . . . 63 287 526 427

Total .......... 10,398 12,646 o10,5IO 9,194
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IV. Expenditure referring to Previous Years.

(i) Debt Service. No interest on or redemption of public debt is
charged to the defence budget. No information is available concerning
that portion of the budget expenditure on interest and amortisation
which relates to debt incurred in respect of military and naval works.

(2) Pensions to military and naval personnel are accounted for
under the Ministry of War and the Ministry of the Marine respectively.

C. SUPPLEMENTARY DETAILS.

Dutch East Indies. The expenditure side of the budget for this
colony includes large amounts for defence purposes. The accounting
system is the same as in the home budget as regards this expenditure,
and the following figures may be given:

A. Expenditure.

I92I1 1922 1923 924

Preliminary Estimates Estimates Estimates
closed voted

accounts

Army: Florins (ooo's omitted)
Army :

Expenditure in the Nether-
lands ..... . 28,455 20,248 18,426 Io,369

Expenditure in the Dutch
East Indies .. 75,893 73,015 66,279 61,697

Total ....... . I04,348 93,263 84,705 72,066

Navy:
Expenditure in the Nether-

lands ........ I7, I76 24,641 I7,407 I2,537
Expenditure in the Dutch

East Indies....... 25,770 30,415 30,078 28,600

Total ........ 42,946 55,056 47,485 4I,137

Total of Army and Navy:
Expenditure in the Nether-

lands ..... . 45,631 44,889 35,833 22,906
Expenditure in the Dutch

East Indies .. 101,663 I03,430 96,357 90,297

Grand Total ..... 147,294 48,319 I32,I90 I113,203
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B. Receipts collected by the Defence Departments.

1921 I922 I923 1924

Preliminary Estimates Estimates Estimates
closed voted voted voted

Florins (ooo's omitted)
Army:

Receipts in the Netherlands . 78 i88 63 59
Receipts in the Dutch East

Indies .5..... . 5,25 Io,786 6,235 7,907

Total ........ 5,203 10I,974 6,298 7,966

Navy :
Receipts in the Netherlands. 756 684 786 780
Receipts in the Dutch East

Indies ......... 13,626 i2,971 13,287 15,227

Total ........ 14,382 13,655 14,073 i6,007

Total of Army and Navy :
Receipts in the Netherlands. 834 872 849 839
Receipts in the Dutch East

Indies ....... . . 8,75I 23,757 19,522 23,134

Grand Total ..... I9,585 24,629 20,371 23,973

The expenditure figures given here include the contributions of the
Dutch East Indies towards the defence expenditure of the home budgets,
and for this reason it would not be correct simply to add these figures
to those given above for home defence expenditure in calculating the
total defence expenditure of the Netherlands and the Dutch East Indies.
The Dutch East Indies Marine budget for 1924 appropriates, for instance,
a sum of 3,735,000 florins as a portion of the cost of construction, equip-
ment and transport of cruisers and submarines and of the provision
and transport of Air Force material for the Royal Navy ; the contribution
on account of these items amounts to one-half of the cost.

The figures relating to Navy expenditure for the Dutch East Indies
include certain charges for civil purposes (pilotage, etc.) which cannot
be easily distinguished.
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IV.

Industries capable of being used for War Purposes.

RAW MATERIALS AND MANUFACTURED PRODUCTS

(Output, Imports, Exports).

I. FUEL

(Thousands of metric tons).

A. Coal B. Petroleum
Briquettes:

Coal Lignite Coke of coal of lignite

OUTPUT.
1920 3,94I 1,396
192I 3,92I 122

I922 4,570 29
i923 5,282 52

IMPORTS.
Lamp

Briquettes Fuel Benzine oil
Coal Lignite Coke of coal of lignite oil Crude Gas oil (refined)

1 2

i920 2,970 0.05 285 12.1 67.2 - 200 99 150
I92I 4,894 8.7 200 174 107 152 2.I 96 I56
I922 6,216 6.5 235 197 I45 204 0.8 98 171
1923 6,387 0.5 176 ii8 I29 257 I-o 131 I97

EXPORTS.
3

I920 640 2.3 27.I 9-5 2.7 - 14-1 8.9 1.2
I92I 1,933 I 120 32 0.3 98 0.9 2.2 I.I
I922 2,256 - 350 74 121i I8.3 3-0 0.02

I923 2,851 2.2 562 49 3-5 109 67-7 13-0 0.9

1 Petroleum products and products prepared from tar and material used for liquid fuel.
2 Crude mineral oils, distillates and residues of such.
3 Including bunker coal for rational and foreign ships.
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II. ORES AND METALS
(Thousands of metric tons).

A. Ores.
Iron Manganese Copper Zinc Lead Pyrites

OUTPUT.
I920
192I
I922

IMPORTS.

I920 1.2 4-0 - 23.I 0.2 37.2
I92I 0.8 0.3 0.4 40.9 o.I 51.0
I922 0.5 7.2 6.7 64.9 0.I 53.2
1923 35.0 2.0 I.9 72.1 0.3 61.8

EXPORTS.

I920 68.7 6.3 0.02 0.2 I. 9 0.5
I92I 51.8 0.05 0.I 0.2 0.7 3.1
1922 52.7 3.2 4.9 4.2 O.OI
1923 40.0 4.9 I.9 0.4 0.04

B. Metals.
Iron Alumi-

Pig iron and steel Copper Lead Zinc Nickel nium

OUTPUT.
1920
I92I
1922

IMPORTS.
1 2 3 4 5 6

1920 38.3 760 8.3 'I.o 8.9 o.o6 0.3
i92I 25.8 535 6.9 14-7 IO.0 0.02 0.3
1922 32.6 552 6.o I4.2 9.2 0.03 0.I
1923 42.8 458 6.6 13.8 8.0 0.07 0.3

EXPORTS.
1 2 3 4 5 6

I920 o.6 68 o0.6 .o 3.7 0.04 0.7
I921 0.4 53 1.2 0.9 4-4 o.o8 o.6
1922 o.I 55 I.o 0.9 I9.6 - 0.3
1923 o.oi 71 i.6 I.o 7.o0 o.oi 0.2

1 Semi-manufactures; castings or forgings ; sheet-iron and plates of sheet-iron, bar-
iron, angles, joist-iron, rails, pipes, iron and steel wire, etc.

2 Red copper in cakes, blocks and bars and unwrought copper tube blanks, sheets
copper cable, old copper and waste of copper, wire, etc. Excluding brass and bronze.

3 Blocks, sheets and bands, pipes, old lead and waste of lead.
4 Crude in blocks or bars, sheets, old zinc and waste zinc.
5 Unworked nickel and waste of such.
6 Crude aluminium and waste of aluminium.
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III. CHEMICAL PRODUCTS
(Thousands of metric tons).

A. Raw Material.
Nitrate of sodium Salt Sulphur

OUTPUT.
I920
192I
I922

IMPORTS.

I920 155 101 1.5
I92I 122 88 .O0
1922 122 89 1.0
1923 151 95 1I.

EXPORTS.

i920 0.5 5.4
192I 2.5 5.0 o.009
922 o10.6 6.5 0.07

1923 9.3 6.8

B. Manufactured Products.
Sulphate

of ammonia Nitric acid Sulphuric acid Soda Spirit

OUTPUT.
1920
192I
1922

IMPORTS.
1 2

1920 10.7 0.4 38.5 40-7 3-4
192I 22.0 0.7 77.3 33-0 2.2
1922 20.8 0.6 iii.o 43.9 3

1923 21.4 0.7 I34-0 43.3 3

EXPORTS.
2

I920 io.9 0.04 5.8 0.7 5.5
I92I I0.4 0.03 4.6 0.4 10.5
1922 I7.7 o.oI 10.4 0.7 4
1923 27.1 0.05 11.4 i.0

1 Of which : 27,364 calcined soda in 1920; 25,027 in 1921 ; 32,402 in I922 ; 32,967 in
1923. Crystal soda : 4,364 in 1920 ;3,323 in I92 i ; 1,846 in I922; I,o54 in i923. Caustic
soda: 8,971 in 1920o; 4,618 in I92I; 7,626 in 1922; 9,341 in 1923.

2 Alcohol of grain; alcohol raw and rectified.
3 In I922 the Netherlands have imported: 1,482,000 litres of alcohol; in I923 

1,878,000.
4 In 1922 the Netherlands have exported: 27,958,000 litres of alcohol; in 1923:

24,566,000 litres.

39
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IV. VARIOUS PRODUCTS

(Thousands of metric tons).

Cotton Rubber

OUTPUT.

I920
I92I
I922

IMPORTS.
1 2

1920 37.3 I2.8
I92I 37-4 I5.5
I922 40.4 9.I
1923 42.8 8.9

EXPORTS.
1 2

I920 8.3 7.0
1921 6.3 I4.o
1922 9-5 12.9
1923 I7-3 7-4

Sources.

Various information received from Governments.
Staatsblad van het Koninkrijk der Nederlanden (No. 43). Wet

van den Februari 4, 1922, houdende een nieuwe regeling van den
dienstplicht. (Military Service Law of February 4th, 1922.)

Staatsalmanak voor het Koninkrijk der Nederlanden, I923.
Departement van Oorlog. (State Almanac of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands 1923. War Department.)

Naam- en Ranglijst der Officieren van het Nederlandsche Leger
en van dat in Nederlandsch-Indie, I923. (Army List for the Netherlands
and the Dutch East Indies.)

Staatsbegrooting 1924. V. 2 Zitting I923-I924. VIIIs te Hoofdstuk.
Uitgewerkte en Toelichtende Staat behoorende bij de Raming van
Kosten voor het Departement van Oorlog 1924. (Army Budget of the
Netherlands for the year I924.)

Dutch East Indies ... V. I. Onderwerp I, Stuk 0, Afdeeling
IX. 1-15, Departement van Oorlog. (Army Budget of the Dutch
East Indies.)

1 Raw cotton, including cotton waste.
2 Raw rubber and waste of such; regenerate-rubber; hard rubber; gutta-percha

and waste of such.
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Jane's Fighting Ships 1923.
Staatsblad van Ned. Indie I922, No. 756. (Official Journal of the

Dutch Indies.)
The Budget Estimates for the Financial Years 1922, 1923 and

1924 submitted to Parliament.
The same Estimates voted by Parliament.
The Budget Estimates for the Colony of the Dutch East Indies for

the Financial Years 1922, I923 and 1924 submitted to Parliament.
The same Estimates voted by Parliament.
Jaarcijfers voor het Koainkrijk der Nederlanden (Statistical Year-

Book of the Netherlands, 1922.)
Jaarstatistiek van den in-, uit- en doorvoer over 1923 (Annual

statistics of Foreign Commerce, 1923).
Economic Intelligence collected by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs.

The Hague, March ioth, 1924.


