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year, are eagerly awaiting the convening of a general Conference open to the co-operation
of all States desirous of peace and security.

The time has not yet come to deliver a funeral oration upon the Preparatory Commission
and, when it does come, this task will not fall on my shoulders. For that reason, I desire to
state, here and now, that in my country we do not in any way fail to-recognise the importance
of the work done by that Commission which has led us to the present situation.

The road has been a long one, but we do not wish to judge the Commission either by the
time which it has spent or the agreements which it has reached. The efforts made are what
count, and its success will one day be measured by the success of the general Conference.
We have every confidence in that success, because it is a matter of imperious necessity for
all peoples.

We also have complete faith in the will to peace - that is to say, in the spirit of conciliation,
mutual understanding and respect for each other's interests - in which the peoples will.meet
at the Conference. Moreover, we expect a great deal from the co-operation of new elements
as a means of reaching agreement on the difficult question of the position of armaments which
are recognised as indispensable at a given period for the security of each country, but.which
will have to be progressively reduced.

Peace is not possible without equal security for all nations. May I be allowed. to say,
however, with all due respect to those who hold contrary views, that security is not merely
a question of fact but also a question of spirit ? The laborious researches undertaken jointly
and publicly under the auspices of the League in the interests of general disarmament cannot
fail, in our opinion, to have a beneficial effect in all countries in that respect.

Hence, the efforts which have been renewed, time after time, in the Preparatory Commission
by the most powerful States with a view to finding a basis of agreement are of the greatest
value.' ' .: .

My Government regards the convening of the Conference without any apprehension.
The difficulties which it may encounter will not result in a breakdown, because the sombre
menace of the future makes this impossible and because the wisdom of statesmen will-enable
them, following the example of the Preparatory Commission, to renew their efforts until they
are successful.

It is because it is convinced of this that my Government has instructed me not only to
express its desire that the Preparatory Commission may complete its task at the next meeting,
but also to press strongly for the summoning of the general Conference in 1931.

General DE MARINIS (Italy). - The Italian delegation is prepared to accept the resolution
which affirms the necessity for the Preparatory Commission to resume and complete its work
without delay, so that the International Disarmament Conference may be convened as soon
as possible. The Italian delegation will participate in its work in the same spirit which it has
always displayed - i.e., with a view to a genuine reduction of armaments, provided that
this reduction is general. Italy is prepared, as it has frequently declared ever since the first
session of the Preparatory Commission, to accept the lowest possible level of military, naval and
air armaments, provided that this principle is applied by everyone. It was in that spirit that
the Italian Government took part in the London Conference and in the conversations which
followed it, thus manifesting its real desire to arrive at an agreement.

The Italian delegation desires to repeat that, in its opinion, a reduction of armaments, if
it is to effect the desired object, must eliminate the serious discrepancies which exist at the
present time and which, as experience has constantly shown, give rise to mistrust and -to a
race in armaments. The Italian delegaton considers that a Convention based upon these princi-
ples would constitute the best guarantee of security for the whole world.

M. SATO (Japan). - The attitude of the Japanese delegation in regard to the question of
the reduction of armaments is too well known to make it necessary for me to repeat it. Moreover,
our first delegate has already stated our views at a plenary meeting of the Assembly, and' 
need not traverse the same ground. I should like to say, however, that my delegation is very
glad to witness the unanimous sentiments expressed in this Committee in favour of the next
session of the Preparatory Commission being its last and in favour of the. summoning: of the
first Conference for the Reduction and Limitation of Armaments at the earliest possible moment.
If this Committee consider that the Conference should be convened immediately after the
completion of the work of the next Assembly, I am prepared to agree to that. If, on the other
hand, circumstances appear to show that the success of the Conference demands the delay of
a few months, I do not think that too much importance should be attached to such a delay.
What is more important than anything else is that this first attempt should be successful, and,
in my opinion, such success can be attained only if we take into due consideration the actual
conditions of security prevailing in the various countries. What we can and must do is to effect
as great a reduction and limitation of armed forces as is possible in existing conditions of security.
If we have too ambitious a programme at first we shall endanger the success of the 'whole
enterprise.

I ardently hope, therefore, that a first general disarmament Conference will be summoned
as soon as possible and as soon as circumstances render its success probable. When that step
has been taken, we shall still have to contemplate within a certain time-limit- let us say five
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years - the convening of a second conference to examine the possibilities of further reductions,
which circumstances may not have permitted at the first Conference.

In conclusion, I would say that my delegation is prepared to accept the Rapporteur's
draft resolution.

M. LONE LIANG (China). - I do not wish to intervene in the discussion as to whether the
Preparatory Commission should terminate its work this year or not, or whether the Disarmament
Conference should meet before the end of 1931; that is not very important, and, as many
delegates have said, the real importance lies in making it a success. The Chinese delegation
considers that delay is dangerous. Procrastination is one of the greatest weaknesses of human
nature, and unless we overcome it we shall never make any step forward.

We must remember that the Preparatory Commission has been meeting now for the past
six or seven years, and, to the outside world, its record is not a very encouraging one. It is
not encouraging to those who believe that peace can only result from disarmament. Nothing
can be achieved by delay, even a delay of a few months. We must make up our minds whether
we wish to go forward or not ; if we do not, it is useless discussing the problem of disarmament
year after year with no prospect of achieving results. The Chinese Government is therefore in
favour of the early convocation of the Conference, and, before that can be done, the Preparatory
Commission must complete its work as soon as possible.

I wish to make another declaration. Last year in this Committee, I had the honour of
stating, on behalf of the Chinese Government, that China would be unable to accept any
Convention on disarmament unless the question of compulsory military service had found a
solution. My Government maintains that attitude, and I beg respectfully to state that, while
reserving its right to bring forward proposals for its solution, my Government would
nevertheless be unable to accept any convention for disarmament if this question had not
received a satisfactory solution. We therefore hope that the Preparatory Commission will
meet as early as possible, and that the Disarmament Conference will solve this particular question
to the satisfaction of all concerned.

Baron RAMEL (Sweden). - I am in the fortunate position of being able to associate myself
fully with the important statement made the other day by M. Loudon, Chairman of the
Disarmament Commission.

I find in that statement many remarks and observations already made on various occasions
during the discussions in the Preparatory Commission, not only by the Netherlands, but also
by the Swedish delegations.

I wish to emphasise with particular satisfaction, what M. Loudon said about the urgent
necessity of the further meeting of the Commission in November being directed to the conclusion
of the preparatory study of the technical questions involved in the problem of disarmament.
The Commission, whose task it is to prepare for the Conference, must not be used as a means
for delaying the summoning of that Conference. There is nothing to be gained, but much
to be lost, by unduly prolonging these technical discussions.

We strongly hope that in the month which still separates us from the meeting of the
·Commission, the negotiations between certain Powers may have produced tangible results and
that agreement in the Commission on certain vital points will thus be facilitated. The ground
will then be cleared and it will be possible to convene the general disarmament conference
without delay, at the earliest moment when circumstances are propitious for the conclusion
of a first convention for the international reduction of armaments.

General DUMITRESCO (Roumania). - The Roumanian delegation represents a country
which possesses a special geographical situation ; it has therefore been glad to hear the statements
made by the various delegations and promises its whole-hearted co-operation, so far as is
consistent with its national security, in the common efforts which are to be made for the effective
solution of the problem of disarmament in conformity with one complete wish for peace.

Dr. DE QUEVEDO (Portugal). - The attitude of the Portuguese delegation towards the
question of disarmament is already known, as I had the honour of explaining it last year.
To-day, I desire to associate myself with the draft resolution and the statement made by the
delegate for Japan. I think that it is absolutely necessary to achieve practical results in a
matter which interests the whole world which is watching us. The Preparatory Commission
is to meet shortly. It must achieve results which may make it possible for a final solution,
satisfactory to all concerned, to be reached by the general Conference.

The CHAIRMAN. - We now have to arrive at an agreed text for the resolution to be submitted
to-the Assembly.
tx The Committee has before it a draft resolution drawn up by the Rapporteur and a second
text prepared by the German delegation.

I would ask the various delegations if they have any further observations to make on this
matter,

Count BERNSTORFF (Germany). - Judging by the speeches we have heard, the majority
of the Committee appears to be in favour of the draft resolution proposed by the Rapporteur,
I have been instructed by my Government to abstain from voting on that resolution unless the
date at which the general Conference is to be convened be inserted.

I should like briefly to explain my views on this matter. The difference between the opinions
expressed by the majority of the speakers and the views of the German delegation is chiefly
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of a psychological order. I should like to remind you of what was decided: In 1927: " The
Committee requests the Council to urge the Preparatory Commission to hasten the completion
of its technical work and to convene the Conference on the Limitation and Reduction of
Armaments immediately this work has been completed."

In 1928: " The Committee urged the necessity of accomplishing the first step towards the
reduction and limitation of armaments with as little delay as possible."

-In 1929: «" The Committee confidently hoped that the Preparatory Commission will shortly
be able to resume the work interrupted at its last session with a view to framing a preliminary
draft Convention as soon as possible . .

For the last three years, therefore, we have gone on saying what must be done as soon as
possible, but it has not been done.

Several speakers have criticised my remarks with reference to the result of the Preparatory
Commission's work,but this again is a psychological question. It is a mistake within the organs
of the League to regard it as a crime of lese-majeste to criticise the work of any other organ or
commission of the League. The result is that criticism from outside the League becomes all
the stronger. If we always-say that everything is for the best in the best of worlds, whereas
outside the League, public opinion is convinced that things still remain as they were and that
·no progress has been made, this only makes the League's critics more bitter.

It is for this psychological reason that, in my opinion, we cannot state a fourth time that
the Conference must be held as soon as possible, because no one will believe it.

I was pleased to see that all my colleagues agree that the Preparatory Commission should
complete its work in November or December at the latest.

Then why not say so ? It is for this reason that if the resolution proposed by the Rap-
porteur is accepted, I shall have to abstain from voting. It is really not enough for public
opinion -to say for the fourth time that the Conference-is to be convened as soon as possible.

M. LANGE (Norway). - I agree in a large measure with Count Bernstorff's observations.
I fully approve his sentiments, but I do not altogether share his conclusions.

I need not remind the Committee that when the Preparatory Commission was set up it
was to be a technical and preparatory body and was to submit information to the Council to
enable it to judge whether the time was ripe for the summoning of the general Disarmament
Conference.

In addition to the technical question the collection of information by the Preparatory
Commission- there is also a psychological question.

As regards the technical preparations, I am glad to note that, in the draft resolution, the
Rapporteur states that the Assembly is convinced that the Commission will complete its work
during its next session. That is, of course, a polite way of saying it, but personally I should
like, figuratively speaking, to have the Preparatory Commission locked up and not allowed
to leave Geneva until its work has been completed.

The summoning of the Disarmament Conference is an entirely different question. No one
will accuse me of a lack of zeal in the matter and yet on several occasions I have opposed in
the Commission draft resolutions providing for the summoning of the General Disarmament
Conference at a definite date.

It now seems to me that a compromise is possible. Would it not satisfy Count Bernstorff
and those who, like M. Pfluigl, share his opinion in this matter, if it were mentioned in the report
that the Committee considers the conditions are such that a first general Disarmament Conference
could be held during 1931 ?

I -could not accept the final sentence of the German delegation's resolution which states:
" And requests the Council to convene the general Disarmament Conference as early as possible
in 1931 ". It is obvious that we must allow a certain time between the conclusion of the
Preparatory Commission's work and the Council's decision; there might be an interval of
not less than six or, possibly, of nine months. If, therefore, the Preparatory Commission is
able to complete its work in December next, as desired by M. Bernstorff and all the members
of the Committee, the Council might be in a position to summon the general Disarmament
Conference before the end of 1931.
- I :accordingly venture to suggest that our Rapporteur should mention in his report that
this is the general opinion of the Committee on this point.

General TANCZOS (Hungary). - If the Committee agrees to M. Lange's suggestion -
which I wholeheartedly approve - I am prepared to accept the draft resolution. If, on the
other hand, this proposal is rejected by the Committee, I must support the German delegate
and request that the date of the general Disarmament Conference be mentioned in our resolution
as some time in 1931.

The CHAIRMAN. - The position is thus as follows: The preliminary draft resolution
submitted by the Rapporteur appears to commend itself to a large number of delegations.

The German delegation and the Hungarian delegation, which supports it, desire a precise
date to be mentioned in the resolution. This is also the desire of the Austrian delegation.
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These three delegations have stated, however, that, if the Committee does not accept

their proposal, they will not oppose the resolution but will abstain from voting. 
We also have a proposal by M. Lange to the effect that the precise date should be mentioned

solely in the report. M. Lange suggests that it should be said in the report that this is the general
opinion of the Committee. In view of some of the declarations made during the discussion

I think that would be going rather too far.

M. LANGE (Norway). I did not propose any definite formula to be inserted in the report;
but perhaps we might say that it is the fervent desire of the members of the Committee that

the general Disarmament Conference should be convened before the end of 1931.

The CHAIRMAN. It is my duty to consult the Committee, as you desire it. I merely

pointed out that in view of some of the declarations made it would be going rather too far to

state in the report that it was the unanimous opinion of the Committee.

M. LANGE (Norway). -On that point I agree.

The CHAIRMAN. - I will first consult the Committee as to whether it is in favour of inserting

in the draft resolution submitted by the Rapporteur a definite indication of the date at which
the general Disarmament Conference should be summoned. This could be done by inserting
-the words in the German text: "as early as possible in 1931 ".

General DE MARINIs'-(Italy). -After hearing the arguments advanced by Count
Bernstorff and M. Lange's commentary, I wish to respond to the Chairman's invitation to the

Committee to state definitely whether it desires a date to be inserted in our resolution. I think

that the words which I used just now may have appeared somewhat vague.
I said that it was the desire of the Italian delegation that the general Disarmament

Conference should meet as soon as possible.
These words are not really vague but they may appear so after the use which has been

made of them for the last four years, as Count Bernstorff has just reminded us. When we say:

" as soon as possible " or " at the earliest possible date " it is generally understood to imply
months and not years; however, after what Count Bernstorff said, I think it necessary to

define the wishes of the Italian delegation more clearly. Like him, we also consider that the

General Disarmament Conference should be summoned not later than in 1931. The Italian
delegation is therefore of opinion that these words should be inserted in the resolution.

The CHAIRMAN. - I will now ask the Committee whether it desires to insert the date of

the Conference in the draft resolution, in accordance with the proposal of the German delegation,
supported by the Austrian, Hungarian and Italian delegations.

-A vote was taken and the proposed addition was rejected.

The CHAIRMAN. We now have to decide whether the date is to be mentioned in the

report. M. Lange proposes that it should be stated in the report that the Committee considers

that the Council should examine the possibility of convening the Conference during 1931.

M. LANGE (Norway). -That is not quite what I proposed, but I do not think it is necessary
to decide upon the exact wording at present.

The CHAIRMAN. - For the moment it is not a question of the exact wording but of whether

it is to be stated as the general opinion of the Committee or as the opinion of certain delegations.
That is all,

M. LANGE (Norway). - I had suggested that the Committee should state its desire that
-the Council should convene a general Conference before the end of 1931. There is a difference

between opinion and desire.

The CHAIRMAN. - I will ask the Committee whether it wishes a statement to be inserted

in the report to the effect that it desires the general Conference to be convened during 1931.

A vote was taken and this proposal was adopted.

-- ' The CHAIRMAN. - The Committee therefore agrees that the Rapporteur should mention

in his report the Committee's desire that the Council should convene the general Disarmament
Conference during 1931.

25. Private Manufacture of and Publicity in regard to the Manufacture of Arms and
Ammunition and of- Implements of War (continuation of the discussion).

The CHAIRMAN. - The question of private manufacture and publicity in regard to

manufactures has been dealt with by a Special Commission which held its last session in August

'1929; the Commission was unable to complete its work or to draw up a draft Convention,
because it could not reach agreement on certain questions- in particular, on the question
of securing publicity for State manufactures.
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:- Certain delegations considered that this question was connected with the limitation of
material in service or in reserve, which was being examined by the Preparatory Commission.
In 1929, the Third Committee agreed that the Council ought to convene the Special Commission
only when the Preparatory Commission had completed its work in connection with publicity
in regard to implements of war. As the Preparatory Commission has not held a meeting so
far this year the Council has not been able to convene the Special Commission.

The situation is therefore exactly the same as it was last year. If, as we hope, the Preparatory
Commission completes its work next year, including its work in connection with publicity
in regard to implements of war, the Special Commission could be convened at the earliest
possible date after the close of the Preparatory Commission's work.

M. JOUHAUX (France). - No one is more reluctant than I am to speak without having
anything to say, and I should not have risen if this question of the private manufacture of
arms, which, in my opinion, is a matter of the greatest importance, had, as it were, lain dormant.
I need not recall all that has been said in regard to the private manufactures of arms and
ammunition. This has been most emphatically condemned ; however, in spite of this
condemnation and the fact that the danger of these manufactures is mentioned in the Covenant,
they still continue to flourish and to-day are larger than ever. ,

I would request the Third Committee to pay special attention to this question and to
arrive at the solution desired by public opinion in all countries, because I think that there is
at present a state of great nervous tension and that the free and unlimited growth of these
manufactures is a constant danger to peace. 

I will not refer to some recent scandals in regard to the private manufacture of arms because
I do not think that this is a place for vehement denunciations, but rather for speeches which
may lead to positive action ; it is preferable not to use language which might be taken to indicate
an ill-concealed desire to prevent the success of our efforts.

The question of private manufacture has been studied in all its details and in all its aspects:
I am sure of this because I am among those who, since 1920, have taken part in all the discussions,
both as regards the amendment of the Treaty of Trianon with reference to the international
trade in arms and regarding the private manufacture of armaments - two essential problems
on which, after many discussions and passionate, sometimes tendentious, arguments, we
succeeded in reaching agreement.

A solution then appeared to be in sight, but we were suddenly brought to a standstill;
a new element, in addition to those included in the Covenant, was introduced : we were asked
to deal, not only with the supervision of private manufacture, but with the supervision of State
manufacture as well.

It is only right and logical that there should be supervision of State manufacture, but
I am too practical and have had too much experience not to see the difference between State
manufacture and private manufacture. At this time, it appeared to me that we were embarking
on a course which must inevitably lead to the side-tracking of the whole question. This is
what has happened.

In the meantime, the combination of private manufacturers of arms and ammunition
have continued to flood the world with their products, to create nuclei of war everywhere and
to brandish the torch of war.

I therefore appeal to the Third Committee to realise the importance of the problem at
last, and to give public opinion not merely verbal satisfaction in which it taken no interest,
but actual satisfaction by giving effect to the decisions and resolutions adopted on various
occasions by the Third Committee and the Assembly itself.

The CHAIRMAN.- Unless M. Jouhaux desires to submit a draft resolution, the Committee
might mention his observations in the report to be subnitted to the Assembly and express
its desire that the work in the domain of private manufature should be accelerated.

M. JOUHAUX (France). - I quite agree. All we desire is that the Special Commission
should meet again and complete the work entrusted to it.

Count BERNSTORFF (Germany). - As Chairman of the Special Commission I entirely
agree with M. Jouhaux. I should like the Commission to be summoned as soon as possible.
It has been unable to meet since last year, because the representatives of several important
countries stated that they were unwilling to continue the discussion until the Preparatory
Commission had completed its work. I shall be very glad to convene the Commission as soon
as it is possible for me to do so.

Mr. Noel BAKER (British Empire). - I think and hope that we are really all agreed. When
M. Jouhaux says" as soon as possible ", I feel sure that he does not mean before the meeting
of the Preparatory Commission. We want the Preparatory Commission to be the next and
the most important event. We know that its date is fixed ; it will be " as soon as possible '
after that. If the Preparatory Commission has not solved these problems, then conceivably
we think that the Committee ought to meet in order that it may have a complete scheme ready
for presentation to the Disarmament Conference, together with the plans which the Preparatory
Commission is proposing. I hope that everybody will be able to accept a resolution upon
that understanding.
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The Hon. Frank BRENNAN (Australia). - I have not intervened up to the present with
a voice from the Antipodes, but I have contented myself with being a silent onlooker to the
practical progress which has been made along the lines which have the cordial approval of
the Commonwealth of Australia. I would like to express my cordial sympathy with the
sentiments uttered by M. Jouhaux. It seems to me that it is a little illogical to talk, however
impressively, on the question of the desirability of disarming if we do not grapple with the
practical evil of the private manufacture of these lethal weapons. I am in entire sympathy
with what is proposed, and I hope that very practical steps will be taken to give effect to
the ideals of the gentlemen who have spoken so feelingly and with knowledge upon this subject.

The CHAIRMAN. - I think I am interpreting the sentiments of the Committee in saying
that it agrees that reference should be made in the report to be submitted to the Assembly
to the observations exchanged and that the hope should be expressed that the Special
Commission's work will be resumed as soon as possible after the session of the Preparatory
Commission.

Agreed.

26. Convention on Finaneial Assistance: Draft Report.

The CHAIRMAN.- We now have to examine the draft report on the Convention on Financial
Assistance (Annex 1).

I propose that we should not read the whole of the draft report, but should consider it
page by page to enable the members of the Committee to make any observations.

Agreed.

M. LANGE (Norway). - The first paragraph includes the words: " . .more particularly
with a view to preventing war ". I think it would be sufficient to say that " the League of
Nations has studied . . . as a new means of increasing the guarantees of security ", omitting
the words . . . more particularly with a view to preventing war ".

M. COBIAN (Spain), Rapporteur.- I inserted those words because last year, in my report
to the Assembly on this question I referred to the growing tendency to consider that the
Convention on Financial Assistance, instead of preventing war, might, in certain cases, provoke
war. The League's object in framing this Convention is to prevent war; that was why I used
those words. If M. Lange agrees that the effect of the Convention should be to increase the
guarantees of security, that is actually another means of preventing war.

I have no objection to the suppression of these words, as requested by M. Lange, but they
have already been inserted in the draft report. If they are deleted, the public may think
that we are not all agreed that the Convention on Financial Assistance will be an effective
means of preventing war.

M. LANGE (Norway). - I think that many of us consider that there is a distinction between
the means of preventing war and guarantees of security. War may have already broken out,
but financial assistance is none the less a means of guaranteeing security.

I do not think, therefore, that there would be any objection to omitting the eight words
to which I have referred; this omission would also have the advantage of dispelling an illusion
to which they might give rise.

This is merely a suggestion, and if it is not supported I will not press the point.

The CHAIRMAN. I would remind M. Lange that the first sentence of the preamble of
the Convention states that "Recognising the importance as a means of safeguarding or, if
necessary, restoring peace . . "

We have thus specified very clearly that the principal object of the Convention is to
safeguard peace and the financial assistance is a means of preventing war. The second object
- the restoration of peace - is contingent, the former being the most important.

I think, therefore, that, in including in his report the words : " more particularly with
a view to preventing war ", the Rapporteur has correctly interpreted the meaning of the
Convention, as unanimously agreed in the preamble.

Mr. Noel BAKER (British Empire). - We very strongly hold to the view expressed by
the Rapporteur, that this Convention would be a very powerful means of enabling the Council
to prevent the outbreak of war, and, for this reason, we hope that M. Lange will not insist
upon his suggestion.

M. LANGE (Norway). - I will not press the matter.

*
· * . . ......
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M. LANGE (Norway). - I have an observation to make which relates purely to the wording.
I do not see the utility of the word " however" in the paragraph beginning as follows: " As
regards the link . .. , and I think it should be omitted.

M. COBIAN (Spain), Rapporteur. - I agree to this omission.

M. PFLUGL (Austria). - In accordance with the statement which I made at the beginning
of the discussion on this question, I should like the following paragraph to be inserted in the
report.

"The Austrian delegation explained that the Austrian Government, although desirous
of signing the Convention, can only do so subject to a reservation - namely, that, as
a result of further negotiations with certain States, an agreement is arrived at eliminating
the obstacles which at present exist for Austria as regards the obligations of the Convention."

M. COBIAN (Spain), Rapporteur. - I thought that as this is a report to be submitted
to the Assembly it was unnecessary to include all the reservations or declarations made in
the Committee as they will be mentioned in the minutes.

Moreover, the Austrian delegate's declaration refers rather to the ratification of the
Convention than to its text. The Austrian Government is not opposed to the Convention,
but considers that further negotiations with Governments will be necessary before it is able
to accede to the Convention.

For these reasons, I do not think that this statement should be included in the report to
the Assembly.

M. PFLUGL (Austria). - I appreciate the reasons given by the Rapporteur, but I am
particularly anxious for the declaration which I have just read to be inserted. Our reservation
differs from others in that it does not relate to the substance of the Convention but to the
fact that, for the moment, it is inapplicable to my country, which has, however, expressed
its desire to accede to it. Our known position would thus be made quite clear.

The CHAIRMAN. - I quite understand the idea underlying the Austrian Delegate's
reservation. I think it would really gain added value if it were made as a statement from
the platform of the Assembly.

M. COBIAN (Spain), Rapporteur. - I am of the same opinion.

M. PFLUGL (Austria). - I had thought of this, but I feared that such a procedure would
perhaps give it too much importance. The reservation applies to a distant date since Austria
has undertaken not to contract any foreign loans for five years. For the moment, therefore,
the reservation has a purely theoretical value. For that reason, I considered it unnecessary
to draw the Assembly's attention to this declaration and thought that it would be sufficient
for it to be mentioned in the report.

M. COBIAN (Spain), Rapporteur. - I suggest a compromise. This is that, when I submit
my report to the Assembly, I should inform it viva voce of the Austrian delegate's observations.

M. PFLUGL (Austria). - The whole report will be made viva voce.

M. COBIAN (Spain), Rapporteur. - I am afraid that if this declaration were inserted in
the report, we would be opening the door for further reservations and declarations. I have
no serious objection to meeting the wishes of the Austrian delegate, but I think it would
constitute a dangerous precedent for the Committees work. I quite understand his pre-
occupations. If he considers that an explanation by the Rapporteur from the platform of
the Assembly would give too much importance to his declaration, he could come up to the
platform himself and make this reservation. I still think, however, that if I were to explain to
the Assembly the position of Austria, this would have the same effect as an insertion of the
Austrian delegation's declaration in the report.

M. PFLOGL (Austria). - I am prepared to agree to the Rapporteur's proposal, especially
if he consents to the observations exchanged being inserted in the Minutes, and to the explanation
which he gives to the Assembly being inserted in the Assembly Minutes.

The CHAIRMAN. - We are therefore agreed. The Rapporteur will make a statement from
the platform of the Assembly and this will appear in the Minutes.

The report was adopted with the amendment proposed by M. Lange.
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DRAFT RESOLUTION.

M. CAJARDO (Chile). - The Chilian delegation will abstain from voting on this resolution.

Dr. ESCALANTE (Venezuela The Venezlan delegation will abstain fromvoting on the
draft resolution.

The draft resolution was adopted.

Mr. Noel BAKER (British Empire). - Mr. Chairman. - I do not know whether I have done
right to speak now. I want to say that we accept this resolution with great satisfaction, that we
consider the conclusion of this Convention as a great event. We feel very warmly what is said
in the second paragraph, namely, gratitude towards the Financial Committee and those who
have taken part in the preparation. We should particularly like to congratulate the Finnish
Government and its distinguished representative in this Committee, M. Holsti, on what they
have done, and we hope that, before the end of the Assembly, our Government will be able
to sign the document, and that very many other Governments will be able to do the same.

-- -M. MASSIGLI (France). - The French delegation has already approved this resolution.
I wish to renew the accession which I have already given on behalf of my Government to the
Convention itself, and to. state that the French delegation is authorised to sign it before the
end of the present Assembly.

, VicomtePOULLET (Belgium). - Iam authorised to- inform the Committee that the Belgian
Government is very glad to note the agreement which has been reached in the Third Committee
in regard to the Convention on Financial Assistance and is prepared to sign it as soon as it has
been approved by the Assembly. It hopes that the Assembly will be able to give its approval
at the present session..

M. BENES (Czechoslovakia). - I am extremely glad that agreement has finally been reached
in regard to the Convention on Financial Assistance, which was discussed for so long in the
Arbitration and Security Committee. This gives us great cause for satisfaction. I am going
to ask my Government for instructions and I expect to be able to sign the Convention before
the end: of the Assembly.

M. PAPADAKIS (Greece).-- I desire to associate myself with the British delegate in
expressing the gratitude of us all to those who helped to draw up the Convention on Financial
Assistance. I am authorised to state now that the Greek Government has decided to sign this
Convention and has given the necessary powers to its first delegate at Geneva to do so during
the present Assembly. 

M. FRANQOIS (Netherlands). - The Netherlands Government, which is desirous of
contributing to the fullest possible extent to the success of any measure to strengthen the
means of preventing war, is prepared to sign the Convention.

Baron RAMEL (Sweden). - I am glad to announce that the Swedish delegation has already
received full powers to sign the Convention as soon as this has been approved by the Assembly.

The Hon. Frank BRENNAN (Australia). -Mr. Chairman and gentlemen. - I have only
to say that I am entirely in accord with the Convention and will be very glad to accept it and
sign it.

.M. PIIP (Estonia). - On behalf of my delegation, I associate myself with what has been
said and am glad to say that I am authorised to sign this Convention as soon as it has been
approved by this Assembly.

General DUMITRESCO (Roumania). -The Roumanian delegation has received from its
Government the necessary powers to sign the Convention.

C .:Captain PONCET DE SANDON (Poland). - On behalf of the Polish delegation I desire to
express our great satisfaction at the successful realisation of the Finnish proposal, and would
inform the Committee that we shall probably be in a position to affix our signature to this
Convention at the close of the Assembly.

: The. CHAIRMAN. - I venture to hope that a large number of other delegations will find
themselves in the same position.

At the conclusion of this task, I desire to say on behalf of the Committee that we regard
it as an important achievement. It is a stone in the great edifice which we are laboriously
erecting to the security of States and the safeguarding of peace. This Convention is a stiking
example of the systematic methods which the League is able to employ. There are very few
conventions drawn up with more care and method and with-a keener sense of the technical and
political nature of the obligations involved.

We owe our success very largely to the Finnish Government which has taken the initiative
and which has watched over its off;pring with paternal care and has helped to build up this
Convention. This is an illustration of the great service which even small nations can render
to the League. I think we are unanimous in expressing our hearty congratulations to the
Finnish Government. - i. : 
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W- e must not, however, forget the other architects: namely, the Financial Committee and
the Committee on Arbitration and Security, and the members of those two Committees who
played a leading part in the work. As I have referred to the Committee on Arbitration and
Security, I hope M. Benes will allow me to mention him as one of the chief architects.

Also - and I am sure that all the members of the Committee will agree with me - we
owe a great debt of gratitude to our distinguished Rapporteur, M. CobiAn, who has given most
devoted attention to the work, both in the Committee on Arbitration and Security and in this
Committee. I think we may feel great satisfaction at what we have accomplished.

:M. HOLSTI (Finland). On behalf of my Government I wish to thank you, Mr. Chairman,
very respectfully for your very kind words. I should like to associate myself with your thanks
to the various organs of the League and, if you will allow me, I would like to add the Members
of the Secretariat, Sir Arthur Salter and his able staff, the Disarmament Section and its Directors
whom we have had dealing with this problem. Also, if you will allow me, I would add one
name which in-this Committee I think must not be forgotten, and that is Lord Cecil. It was to
him that I went in 1926 for the first time, and I think he has been the best and the most faithful
godfather of the child. My delegation is going to sign this'Treaty. I think I am entitled to say
that just as we are glad that this Treaty is coming into force so, just as-much, we hope very
sincerely that there never will come a time when the Council will be compelled to apply it in
practice. 

M. COBIAN (Spain). -M. Holsti has anticipated me in acknowledging the services rendered
by the Secretariat. I thank the Chairman and all my colleagues for associating my name with
one of the most important achievements of the League.

27. Communications affecting the Working of the League of Nations at Times of Emergency:
Facilities to be granted to Aircraft and Motor Transport: Draft Report (Annex 2).

The draft report was adopted.

The draft Resolution concerning the regime applicable to aircraft was adopted.

The CHAIRMAN. - You will notice that the Drafting Committee has found a clear and
ingenious solution of the difficulty which confronted the Committee with regard to the definition
of delegations.

The Preamble Paragraphs 1 to 7 were adopted.

The draft Resolution concerning motor transport was adopted.

28. Preliminary Draft General Convention to strengthen the Means of preventing War: Draft
R-eport (Annex 3).

The draft report was adopted.

DRAFT RESOLUTION.

General DE MARINI (Italy). In the draft report we read under No. 4 that" the Committee
likewise considered that the Convention should provide for the supervision of measures which,
in the cases mentioned in Article 2, would be decreed by the Council ".

I do not think that the Committee took a vote on this question. It appointed a Sub-
Committee, and the Sub-Committee agreed upon this wording, but no one spoke on this matter
in the Committee.

The CHAIRMAN. -General de Marinis will doubtless remember that when this
Sub-Committee had completed its task, our Rapporteur, M. Lange, was good enough to make
a verbal report on the results of the Sub-Committee's work. A certain number of observations
were subsequently made. I asked if there was any objection in principle to M. Lange's statements
being mentioned in the report. As no one asked to speak, I was justified in thinking that the
Committee was in agreement on this point, and I must exonerate M. Lange from any blame.
It is not too late, however, to make declarations now.

General DE MARINIS (Italy). - My delegation has always taken up a very definite attitude
on thi; matter, and has stated that it would be very difficult to accept this supervision. Moreover,
this question is included in the Preparatory Commission's work, and, when it has been decided
by that Commission, it will have been decided once and for all. Meanwhile, I must object to
the mention made of it in the present case.

M. LANGE (Norway), Rapporteur. - I confirm what the Chairman has said in regard to the
Committee's agreement. No objection was raised, and I regret that the Italian delegation did
not express its views at the time, for I should certainly have taken them into consideration.
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General DE MARINIS (Italy). - I thank the Chairman for saying that it is not too late
to make rectifications. I should be prepared to accept this statement if it were said -that divergent
opinions were expressed, and that the various points of view had been brought closer together
after discussion. However, if the Committee desires to maintain paragraph 4 as it stands,
I shall be unable to accept it, and would ask the Chairman to take note of my reservations.

The CHAIRMAN. Note will certainly be taken of the reservations and statements made,
by General de Marinis. I should like to point out, however, in order to allay his apprehensions
that the meaning of paragraph 4 is not so absolute as he appears to think.

The Sub-Committee unanimously agreed that, as regards the two systems given in columns
A and B, the idea of supervision was implied in Article 3 of Baron Rolin Jaequemyns' report.
It was only in regard to the methods of supervision, when they should be applied and the effects
which they would produce, that agreement was not reached. As regards the principle, however,
the Sub-Committee has interpreted the unanimous opinion of the Committee. The members
of the Sub-Committee - and, later, the Committee - agreed that there should be supervision,
but without stating what form this should take or what would be its effects.

No agreement was reached as to the conditions under which supervision should be exercised.
I think this explanation should reassure General de Marinis.

M. LANGE (Norway), Rapporteur. - I would draw attention to the following sentence in the
report: "The Committee succeeded in reconciling various points of view, but, in the case of
others - and, in particular, the problem of the more or less compulsory character of the military
measures recommended by the Council and that of supervision and sanctions - it was unable to
make unanimous proposals." In stating under No. 4 that " the Committee likewise considered
that the Convention should provide for the supervision of measures decreed by the Council ",
the Sub-Committee has given a true account of the observations made. Nothing is said in regard
to the methods of supervision. Supervision is merely stated to be desirable.

General DE MARINIS (Italy). - I thank the Rapporteur, but would ask the Chairman to
take note of my reservations.

The CHAIRMAN. - Note will be taken of General de Marinis' reservations, and I will now
ask the Committee whether it desires to adopt the draft resolution.

The draft resolution was adopted.

29. Amendment to Article 18 of the Covenant of the League of Nations: Draft Report.

M. LANGE (Norway), Rapporteur, submitted the following draft report:

"The Committee took note of the fourth question with which the Committee on
Arbitration and Security dealt at its last session, namely, the examination of a proposal
to amend Article 18 of the Covenant. It noted the Minutes of the Committee on Arbitration
and Security, and also the considerations put forward by the Committee of Jurists in regard
to the amendment of the Covenant of the League of Nations so as to bring it into harmony
with the Paris Pact.

" The Committee, approving the views expressed by the Committee of Jurists and
endorsed by the Committee on Arbitration and Security, was of opinion that it was not
necessary to examine the proposal to amend Article 18 of the Covenant. 

The CHAIRMAN. - As you will see, the report states that the Committee was unanimously
of opinion that it was unnecessary to examine this question.

If there are no observations, I shall consider the report adopted.

The draft report was adopted.

(The Committee rose at 6.35 p.m.).
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NINTH MEETING.

Held on Saturday, September 27th, 1930, at 3.30 p.m.

Chairman: M. POLITIS (Greece).

30. Work of the Preparatory Commission for the Disarmament Conference: Adoption of a
Draft Report to the Assembly and of a Draft Resolution.

The CHAIRMAN. - We now have to discuss the draft report to the Assembly on the
reduction of armaments (Annex 4).

M. MATOS (Guatemala), Rapporteur, read the first part of his report.

M. COBIAN (Spain). - Public opinion includes in the word " disarmament " all the questions
dealt with in the report - that is to say, disarmament in every domain ; similarly, when the
Preparatory Commission was set up, its task was to prepare for a general Disarmament
Conference. On the other hand, when we speak here of the forthcoming Conference we merely
refer to the reduction and limitation of armaments.

In the first section of his report M. Matos uses the words " General Disarmament
Conference ", whereas the draft resolution speaks of the "General Conference for the Reduction
and Limitation of Armaments ". The text of the report should therefore be brought into line
with the text of the draft resolution.

Moreover, we have agreed to say that this general Conference is to be the first : the last
two lines of the first paragraph of section 1 should accordingly be amended as follows:

c *. . so that a general Conference for the Reduction and Limitation of
Armaments might be convened at the earliest possible moment."

M. MATOS (Guatemala), Rapporteur. - The report will be amended accordingly.

The CHAIRMAN. - I would point out that the correct title of the Preparatory Commission
is : " Preparatory Commission for the Disarmament Conference entrusted with the preparation
for the Conference for the Reduction and Limitation of Armaments." In other words, it is
the duty of the Preparatory Commission to prepare for conferences, the object of which is
to bring about disarmament, and more especially for the Conference for the Reduction and
Limitation of Armaments.

Thus, both terms are, in accordance with the terms officially used in the League's documents,
and whichever is more appropriate in any particular case should be used. Of these two terms
the second is more appropriate at the beginning of the report, which should accordingly read:

. so that the first General Conference for the Limitation and Reduction
of Armaments might be convened . ."

M. -COBIAN (Spain). - We cannot be sure that this will be the first Conference for the
Limitation and Reduction of Armaments; it might be the only one, the next Conference being
a Disarmament Conference.

However, this is a matter of words, and I will not press the point.

M. BENE- (Czechoslovakia). - Although I do not attribute too much importance to
terminology, I recognise the necessity for using exact terms in the League's official documents ;
thus, in the last line on page two and the first line on page three, we should say:

" -. . the summoning of the first general Conference for the Limitation and
Reduction of Armaments."

The draft report was adopted with these amendments.

Count BERNSTORFF (Germany). - I am very glad to see that the report mentions the desire
that the first general Disarmament Conference should be convened during 1931, and I have
accepted the report.

However, as I stated at a previous meeting, the German delegation will abstain from voting
on the draft resolution, as there is no mention of the date 1931.

The draft resolution was adopted.



31. Private Manufacture of and Publicity in regard to the Manufacture of Arms and Anmm u-
nition and of Implements of War: Draft Report.

M. MATOS (Guatemala), Rapporteur, read his draft report (Annex 4, Chapter 2).

The draft report was adopted.

32. Supervision of the International Trade in Arms and Ammunition and in Implements of
War: Draft Report.

M. MATOS (Guatemala), Rapporteur, read his draft report (Annex 4, Chapter 3).

The draft report was adopted. - ..'-

33. "Statistical Year-Book of the Trade in Arms, Ammunition and Implements of War";
" Armaments Year-Book ": Draft Report.

M. MATOS (Guatemala), Rapporteur, read his draft report (Annex 4, Chapter 4).

• The draft report was adopted. .

34. Point of Order: Minutes of the Seventh Meeting:.

M. LANGE (Norway). - I wish to submit an observation in regard to the Minutes.
The other day Count Bernstorff was good enough to reply to my argument regarding the

limitation of armaments.' I was pleased to see that this reply was not a retort; on the other
hand I think it completely confirmed my argument in every respect.

35. Close of the Committee's Work*

The CHAIRMAN. We have now come to the end of our work, but, before closing it, I
should like to make a brief review of what we have accomplished and to show the reasons we
have, for congratulating ourselves on the results obtained.

There were three questions which had been for a long time on our agenda but which will
no longer'appear there. First there was the question of financial assistance. This year we have
put the crown on our efforts of past years by adopting the final text of a Convention, the
importance of which I emphasised yesterday. This will be open next week for the signatures
of the Members of the League, and I trust that it will soon come into force.

The second question was that of the communications of the League. Last year we decided
to set up a wireless station. This year we have completed our work by drawing up two draft
resolutions in which the Assembly lays down the essential rules for air and road communications.

Lastly, there was the great problem of disarmament. For some years past we have dealt
ach. year with the Preparatory Commission's work. We have discussed it again this year,

but with the conviction that we shall never have to discuss it again, because the forthcoming
session of the Preparatory Commission is to be its last, and we have expressed the desire that
the .first Conference for the Reduction and Limitation of Armaments should- be held
,during 1931.'. - --

Naturally, the great problem of disarmament will not disappear altogether in -the future
from the agenda of this Committee, but it will not reappear until the first stage has been
completed and the time has come to prepare the ground for the succeeding stages.

We may hope that, at its next session, this Committee will be able to make further progress,
no matter how modest, on the road to the consolidation and organisation of peace. Sufficient
unto each session is the evil thereof, and we may congratulate ourselves that this session has
not been barren of results.

·We owe this to the assiduity and zeal of all the members of the Committee, to the
conscientious manner in which you have faced your responsibilities and also to the goodwill
and conciliatory spirit which you have shown. I desire to congratulate you and to thank you
for the manner in which you have facilitated my task by the confidence which you have reposed
in me.

- M. BENES (Czechoslovakia). - I think I am expressing the sentiments of all the members
of the Committee in conveying to the Chairman our appreciation of his reassuring words and,
·.above all, of the manner in which he has directed the Committee's work.

± See pages 77-78 above.
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You have been associated, Sir, for a long time with this Committee. You have participated
in its work on several occasions as Rapporteur and have also taken part in the work of the
Preparatory Commission and of the Committee on Arbitration and Security, and now as
Chairman of this Committee you have guided us in the last session which is to precede the
accomplishment of our great task. Thanks to your chairmanship, to your clear and lucid mind
and to your energetic direction of our work we have been able to achieve positive results. On
behalf of the Committee, I desire to express to you our heartfelt thanks.

The CHAIRMAN. - I am deeply touched by the friendly words which M. Benes has addressed
to me, and I am grateful to the Committee for the manner in which it has received those words.

I should like once again to express my warmest thanks to our three Rapporteurs for the
assistance which they have given us in our work and also to the Secretariat for their efficient
help in all the matters with which we have been called upon to deal.

In conclusion, I desire to thank the Vice-Chairman, and the President of the Preparatory
Commission, who was good enough to respond to our invitation and to give us a very clear
exposition of- the- position of that Commission's work.

As no one has any further observations to make, I declare the session closed.

(The Committee rose at 4.20 p.m.)



ANNEXES.

ANNEX 1.

CONVENTION ON FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.

DRAFT REPORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE TO THE ASSEMBLY.

Rapporteur: M. COBIAN (Spain).

Since the ninth Assembly, the League of Nations has studied the idea of giving financial
assistance to a State in case of war or threat of war as a new means of increasing the guarantees
of security, more particularly with a view to preventing war.

The Financial Committee and the Committee on Arbitration and Security have dealt
more particularly with this problem, and it is owing to their co-operation that the text which
your Committee had to discuss, was drawn up. The Assembly will certainly desire to express
its appreciation of the work done by these Committees, and to convey its thanks to them.

It may be briefly mentioned that, in accordance with the instructions given them by the
ninth Assembly, the two Committees first of all submitted a preliminary draft to the tenth
Assembly. When, however, this preliminary draft was discussed, it was seen that certain
questions were not yet ripe for a satisfactory solution. The Tenth Assembly, after noting the
various views expressed by the delegations, merely emphasised the importance of the draft
and the necessity of its being further examined. It accordingly requested the Concil to ask
the Committee on Arbitration and Security to resume the study of the question in co-operation
with the Financial Committee with a view to framing a Convention which could be accepted
by the eleventh Assembly and signed during the present session.

The Financial Committee and the Committee on Arbitration and Security successfully
settled almost all the difficulties noted by the tenth Assembly.

As a result of the goodwill displayed by its members, the Third Committee can in turn
congratulate itself on reconciling -the remaining divergent views and making certain
improvements in the text of the Convention.

The Assembly is familiar with the general structure of this instrument. It accordingly
seems unnecessary to comment generally on its provisions and explain its principles.

It might, however, be well to indicate certain points which have engaged the special
attention of the Third Committee.

The Assembly is aware that the conditions governing the provision of financial assistance
in case of war (Article 1) were laid down by the Committee on Arbitration and Security.
In the first place the principle was recognised that, should resort be had to war in violation
of international obligations, the State which is attacked is entitled to financial assistance, and
in the second place, the Council retains power to adopt a different decision at its discretion.

Nevertheless, the most important question, the question whether financial assistance
would be granted, not only in case of war, but also in case of a threat of war (Article 2), remained
unsettled. Certain delegations feared that the application of financial assistance before the
outbreak of war might endanger the mediating action of the Council, or that the State receiving
the loan might change its attitude once it was in possession of the financial assistance.

This highly controversial point was settled by a compromise formula. The formula makes
the right of granting financial assistance in the case of an international dispute likely to lead
to a rupture dependent upon a two-fold condition : one of the parties to the dispute must
have failed to conform to the steps taken by the Council; further, the Council must be of
opinion that peace cannot be safeguarded otherwise. Naturally, if the financial assistance
should not appear likely to prevent war, the other party being determined in any case to resort
thereto, the Council would nevertheless not be prevented from providing it.

Articles 1 and 2 of the Convention lay down that the State receiving financial assistance
must undertake to submit the dispute to judicial or arbitral settlement or to any other pacific
procedure which the Council may deem suitable. Obviously, if the parties were bound by treaty
stipulations pledging them to submit their dispute to a pacific procedure, the Council would
call upon them in the first place to resort to that procedure.

Another question which engaged the attention of the Third Committee was that of the
scale of allocation fixing the amount which each State should guarantee in respect of loans
issued under the Convention. It thought it desireble to adopt, in Article 7, the present scale
of allocation for the League's expenses, so that Parliaments, when discussing the ratification
of the Convention, may be in a position to know precisely the maximum financial burden to
which they may be liable.
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If, for this reason, the Committee was led to choose the scale at present in force, it did not,
for the same reason, think it possible to provide for a revision of the scale, in the body c.f the
Convention, at the time or when the latter falls to be renewed. This renewal will be automatic,
and will not necessitate any new act on the part of the Governments or Parliaments.

The Committee clearly realised that certain Governments might be adversely affected by
the fact that the scale of allocation of the League's expenses might subsequently be modified
to their advantage, while their obligations under the Convention would continue to be reckoned
on the basis of the former scale. Nevertheless the advantages of basing the Convention on an
already existing scale and of retaining the possibility of an automatic renewal of the Convention
were so obvious that the Third Committee did not think it could modify the text on these two
points. It is understood, however, that it will always be possible for a contracting party, before
the Convention is renewed, to enter into negotiations with the other contracting parties if it
desires the adoption of a new scale.

As regards the authorisation of loans, referred to in Article 14, the Swedish Government
desired, for constitutional reasons peculiar to Sweden, that mention should be made in the
Convention not only of " the Government " but also of " any other competent authority "
for contracting the loan in question. The Committee thought that it would be enough if the
Swedish representative, when signing the Convention, made a declaration as to the competent
authority of his country ; the representatives of the other Governments would take note of this
declaration.

Moreover, the Committee supplemented the provisions of Article 15 by laying down, in
paragraph 3, that the Protocol regulating in each particular case the conditions as to the loan
should contain provisions enabling the Council to suspend at any moment the payment to the
Government receiving the loan of such part of the proceeds of the loan as is not yet paid, if
such a measure is rendered necessary by the attitude of the party in question after financial
assistance has been granted to it.

The Third Committee thought it desirable to be content with this general stipulation and
to leave it to the Council or the organs designated by-the Council to lay down in the said Protocol,
if necessary, all conditions appropriate in the particular case.

Moreover, the suspension of payments provided for in the Convention allows the Council
great latitude. This suspension may, according to circumstances, be short or long, or even
definitive.

The Third Committee thought it necessary that the decision suspending the loan should
be taken by a unanimous vote, and it modified Article 28, paragraph 1, in this sense.

As regards Article 25, the British delegation stated that the British Government would
facilitate to the utmost of its power the insuing of loans, but that the undertaking as to the
"opening of the financial market " appearing in the article could not apply to the London
market, as the issue of loans on that market does not depend on Government authorisation.
The Committee noted this observation, which also covers the case of the other countries in a
similar position.

As regards the link to be established between the present Convention and the limitation
and reduction of armaments (Article 35), various views were, however, revealed as to whether
the entry into force of the Convention should be postponed until the entry into force of some
such plan. Certain delegations considered that, since it was a question of an important means
of preventing war, and one likely to increase security, it would be desirable not to wait for the
entry into force of a plan for the reduction of armements, but to secure the application of the
Convention as soon as possible. Other delegations, however, pointed out that their countries
would not be prepared to accept the burdens imposed by a Convention on Financial Assistance
unless these burdens were compensated for by the advantages of a general reduction of
armaments.

Under these circumstances the Third Committee decided to make the entry into force and
the maintenance in force of the present Convention conditional upon the entry into force and
the maintenance in force of a plan for the reduction of armaments adopted in execution of
Article 8 of the Covenant. This interdependance is secured in such a manner that the Convention
for Financial Assistance will not apply in respect of a contracting party unless this plan is in
force for that party.

In order to ensure the rapid working of the Convention on Financial Assistance upon its
entry into force, the Third Committee thought it desirable that arrangements should be made
in advance, so far as possible, for the technical application of the Convention. It considers that
the Council should call upon the Financial Committee to take suitable steps for this purpose.

The Assembly will certainly be of opinion that the Convention should be opened for signature
to all the Members of the League immediately upon its adoption, and that an urgent appeal
should be made to all delegations to sign the Convention during the present session, as was
suggested by the Tenth Assembly.

On behalf of the Third Committee I have, therefore, the honour to submit the following
resolution to the Assembly :

" The Assembly,
" Taking note of the report submitted to it on behalf of the Third Committee;
" Thanking the Financial Committee and the Committee on Arbitration and Security

for the admirable work they have done to frame the Convention on Financial Assistance:
" (1) Approves the text of the said Convention which has been drawn up by the Third

Committee; decides to open the Convention immediately for the signature of Members
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:f the League; expresses the earnest hope that the Convention will be signed and ratified
by all the Members of the League of Nations, and, instructs the Secretary-General to take
the necessary steps to bring the Convention officially to the notice of all States Members
of the League that have not signed it before the end of the present session of the Assembly,

-in-order that they may be able to do so on or before December 31st, 1931, or to accede
thereto after that date;

"(2) Considers it desirable that the scheme: for Financial Assistance might be
applied if necessary without any delay; and, therefore,

"Asks the Council to instruct the Financial Committee to prepare drafts for the
various documents referred to in the Convention that may be necessary for its entry into
force, such as protocols, loan-contracts, etc. "

.. ... ..

ANNEX 2.

COMMUNICATIONS AFFECTING THE WORKING OF THE LEAGUE OF

NATIONS AT TIMES OF EMERGENCY: FACILITIES TO BE GRANTED

TO AIRCRAFT AND MOTOR TRANSPORT.

DRAFT REPORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE TO THE ASSEMBLY.

Rapporteur: M. LANGE (Norway).

1. AIRCRAFT.

At its tenth session, the Assembly adopted the following resolution:

" The Assembly has noted the work undertaken by the International Air Navigation
Commission with regard to the juridical status of aircraft utilised to ensure air
communications of importance to the working of the League of Nations, and the facilities
to be granted to these aircraft.

" It trusts that this work will be completed as soon as possible, in order that the
results may be submitted for the examination of Governments.

"The Assembly accordingly requests the Council, as soon as the work of the
International Air Navigation Commission is finished, to have a study made, possibly by
the Committee on Arbitration and Security, of the requisite measures to ensure that
aircraft engaged in transport of importance to the working of the League of Nations may
be free in times of emergency to fly in such a way and over such territory as may be
necessary for the carrying out of their mission, the Secretariat and the Governments
having come to an agreement beforehand as to the rules to be observed and the normal
routes to be followed, and as to any departures therefrom."

The Third Committee has taken note of the proposals put forward by the Committee on
Arbitration and Security. The latter had at its disposal the results of the work of the
International Air Navigation Commission and the observations and suggestions of the Advisory
and Technical Committee for Communications and Transit.

The Committee on Arbitration and Security agreed with the Advisory and Technical
Committee for Communications and Transit in thinking that the measures to be considered
for facilitating air communications of importance to the working of the League of Nations at
times of emergency should be embodied in an Assembly resolution which would allow of the
necessary negotiations being immediately begun between the Secretary-General and.the
Governments. The Third Committee supports this view. It is, moreover, clear that the adoption
by the Assembly of a resolution on this subject does not affect the possibility of States
subsequently undertaking a codification of the provisions adopted to facilitate air transport
of importance to the League of Nations by inserting such stipulations as they may think useful
in international conventions dealing with questions of air transport. On the contrary, the
Third Committee thinks that it would be advantageous if this codification could be pushed
forward as rapidly as possible.- ..

The draft resolution which the Third Committee submits to the Assembly for adoption
aims, in the first place, at providing the measures necessary to assure aircraft carrying out
transport duties of importance to the working of the League all the facilities necessary for the
discharge of their mission; and, in the second place, to provide full guarantees to States as regards
-their national security.: Such guarantees in respect of National security are specially formulated
in paragraphs 2 and 9 of the draft resolution. Paragraph 2 stipulates that the rules and routes
to be normally followed by aircraft and the procedure contemplated for notifying the Secretary-
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General without delay of any changes in such rules and routes shall'be fixed in advance. These
rules may stipulate in particular the conditions under which a State will be able to insist on an
aircraft landing for purposes of supervision ; and the terms of paragraph 3 dealing with facilities
in regard to supervision do not affect this right of States. In addition, paragraph 9 lays down
that each State retains the right to prohibit the whole or part of its territory being crossed by
aircraft registered in another State or manned by a crew of foreign nationality when such
prohibition appears necessary for reasons of national safety. It also indicates the measures
which, in this case, should be taken by the State in question to ensure the transfer of the
passengers and the continuation of the air transport. All the measures, and particularly those in
paragraph 1, in accordance with which the aircraft used for air communications of importance
for the working of the League shall at no time be subject to any exceptional and temporary
restrictions which may be imposed on air navigation, should be understood subject to the
provisions contained in paragraphs 2 and 9, mentioned above. The Swiss delegation proposed
that this reservation should be explicitly inserted in paragraph 1. The Committee thought it
preferable to draw general attention to it in this report, since paragraph 1 is not the only
paragraph to which it is applicable. Finally, it may be pointed out that, by paragraph 7 of the
draft resolution, the Secretary-General of the League is bound to give the States flown over due
notice, by suitable means, of the identification marks of the aircraft, of the route to be taken,
and of the composition of the crew.

-Paragraph 4 of the draft resolution defines the aircraft which should be considered as used
for air communications of importance for the working of the League of Nations. These aircraft
are such as are used for conveying League correspondence, agents of the League, or persons
entrusted by the League with a special mission, official representatives, etc., It is clear that
persons entrusted by the League with a special mission should include the members of the
various advisory committees of the League, irrespective of the authority by whom they were
appointed.

The Swiss delegation proposed to omit from paragraph 6 the words " and not registered
in any State ", since the aim of this proposal was not to prejudice in any way questions relating
to the registration of aircraft assigned exclusively to the service of the League of Nations. The
Committee preferred to retain the text adopted by the Committee on Arbitration and Security,
holding that, in view of paragraph 11, it in no way prejudices any measures which might be
taken in respect of such aircraft.

In conformity with paragraph 10, the measures prescribed in the draft resolution will be
defined during negotiations between the Secretary-General and the Governments concerned.
The object of these negotiations will be the application of the rules laid down in the draft
resolution, and there is no doubt that the Members of the League, who are under obligation
to facilitate the working of the League by all means in their power will consider themselves
bound by this obligation to grant such facilities as the Assembly may deem indispensable to
the means of air transport necessary for the working of the League at times of emergency.

II. MOTOR TRANSPORT.

The Third Committee also considered the results of the work of the Advisory and Technical
Committee for Communications and Transit on the similar question of motor transport. It
submits a draft resolution to the Assembly on this subject also, the general arrangement of
this draft being adapted to that of the draft resolution on the facilities to be granted to aircraft.

The observations made in the first chapter of the present report on the subject of aircraft
thus also apply mutatis mutandis to motor transport.

The draft resolution concerning motor transport provides that the Secretary-General of
the League shall inform by telegram the Government of the country to be traversed of the
place where the frontier is to be crossed by a motor vehicle and the place of destination.
Naturally if, in the course of the negotiations provided for between the Secretary-General and
the Governments, certain Governments should agree that these communications should be
made to them either by the Secretary-General or by the Government of the country from which
the car starts, the text should not be interpreted as opposing such an arrangement, which would
be more elastic than that laid down in the draft resolution.

* *

Draft Resolution Concerning the Regime applicable to Aircraft.

"The Assembly,
" Recalling that the Members of the League of Nations are under the obligation to facilitate

by all means in their power the working of the League;
" Considering that the use of air transport may be necessary in times of emergency to enable

the League to take rapid action to safeguard the peace:

" Adopts the following resolution :
"1. It is necessary that the Members of the League, in order to discharge this obligation,

should grant to aircraft used for air communications of importance for the working of
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the League all facilities for navigation and passage involved in the discharge of their
missions. Such aircraft should enjoy all the rights granted by the most favourable
conventional regime to Government aircraft other than military, Customs or police aircraft,
and should at no time be subject to any exceptional and temporary restrictions that might
be imposed on air navigation.

"2. The conditions on which the various Governments will grant the facilities mentioned
in the previous paragraph shall be laid down in advance by each of the Governments
concerned after consulting the Secreary-General of the League. In particular, the rules
and routes to be normally followed by aircraft and the procedure contemplated for notifying
the Secreary-General without delay of any changes in such rules and routes should be
fixed in advance.

"3. Aircraft used for communications of importance to the working of the League
shall enjoy all facilities in regard both to supervision and to the routes to be followed.

"4. Aircraft used for communications of importance to the working of the League
within the meaning of the present resolution are aircraft permanently or temporarily
engaged in conveying agents of the League or persons entrusted by the League with a
special mission, or League correspondence, or official representatives of States Members of
the League, or delegations to the Council, to the Assemblies and Conferences of the League,
and the correspondence of such representatives or delegations.

" 5. The Secretary-General shall keep a list of the aircraft referred to in the foregoing
article ; he shall communicate this list to all the States Members of the League of Nations,
with any modifications which may occur in this list.

" In urgent cases these communications would be telegraphed to the States concerned.

" 6. All detailed regulations regarding conditions of registration, communication of
entries and cancellation of entries, identification marks on aircraft showing that they
are on the service of the League, certificates and licences for the crew and other documents
generally laid down by international conventions shall be laid down by the Council of the
League of Nations after consulting the competent bodies, it being understood that the
certificates of air-worthiness and of competency and licences for the personnel on board
and other documents generally prescribed shall be issued or rendered valid by a State
in accordance with its law. The same shall apply, in cases in which the Council recognises
this to be necessary, in regard to all provisions relating to aircraft assigned to the exclusive
service of the League and not registered in any State.

" 7. Should aircraft used for communications of importance to the working of the
League be required to fly over a State, the Secretary-General of the League will give that
State due notice by suitable means of the identification marks of the aircraft, of the route
to be taken and of the composition of the crew, and, whenever possible, will communicate
in advance the names of the persons on board - the crew and the passengers to be provided
with documents certifying their status and mission.

"8. In the event of the aircraft mentioned above being in difficulties, the States whose
territory is crossed will assist the crew and persons on board, if possible, to complete the
journey by air, and in any case to carry out their mission as quickly as possible.

"9. Each State shall retain the right to prohibit the whole or part of its territory
being crossed by aircraft registered in another State or manned by a crew of foreign
nationality, when such prohibition appears necessary for reasons of national safety. In
such case the State in question should do everything to ensure the transfer of the passengers
as quickly as possible to an aerodrome or frontier point and the continuation of air transport
under conditions to be determined by the negotiations referred to below.

"10. With a view to the application of the foregoing provisions, the Secretary-General
of the League of Nations will immediately undertake the negotiations which may be
necessary with the Governments of the States Members of the League, and will report
to the next Assembly on the steps taken to ensure the execution of this resolution.

"11. The present resolution should not be regarded as in any way prejudging the
question of the advisability of the League of Nations having aircraft of its own at its
disposal. "

Draft Resolution concerning the Regime of Motor Transport.

"The Assembly,

" Recalling that the Members of the League of Nations are under an obligation to facilitate
by all the means in their power the working of the League:
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"Adopts the following resolution:

" 1. It is necessary that Members of the League, in order to discharge -the above-
mentioned obligation, should afford all facilities for the circulation of motor vehicles
effecting transport of importance to the working of the League of Nations in times of
emergency by placing at their disposal, as far as possible, an official representative of the
country, with powers to facilitate the journey, the final choice of the route to lie with the
authorities of the country traversed.

"2. Motor vehicles effecting transport of importance to the working of the League
of Nations are motor vehicles used to convey agents of the League or persons entrusted
by the League with a special mission, or League correspondence, or official representatives
of States Members of the League, or delegations to the Council, Assemblies and Conferences
of the League, and the correspondence of such representatives or delegations.

" 3. The motor vehicles defined above shall bear a distinctive identification mark,
either a plate marked ' S. d. N.' or a flag. The driver and the persons convened must
be in possession of official documents indicating their status and mission and signed by or
on behalf of the Secretary-General of the League, or by or on behalf of a Minister for
Foreign Affairs of the country sending the mission. The driver shall also be provided with
a document furnished by the authorities of the country from which the vehicle starts,
indicating the destination of the vehicle and the proposed route.

" 4. The Secretary-General of the League shall inform by telegram the Government
of the country to be traversed of the place where the frontier is to be crossed and the
place of destination, and will endeavour to indicate the time when the frontier will becrossed and the names of the driver and persons convened.

" 5. Should the motor vehicle find difficulty in continuing its journey as the resultof an accident or an incident on the road, or should the journey by car be begun after the
persons concerned have entered the country by some other means of transport, the
Governments must endeavour to place at the disposal of the missions a suitable vehicle
and the necessary drivers, this vehicle to be regarded, from the time it is placed at the
disposal of such a mission, as effecting transport of importance to the League of Nations.

"6. The above-mentioned vehicles must be provided with the regular road-traffic
documents. Governments shall, nevertheless, be requested to allow them free passage
even in the absence of Customs documents.

"7. With a view to the application of the foregoing provisions, the Secretary-General
of the League of Nations shall immediately undertake the negotiations which may be
necessary with the Governments of the States Members of the League, and shall report
to the next Assembly on the steps taken to ensure the execution of the present resolution."

ANNEX 3.

GENERAL CONVENTION TO STRENGTHEN THE MEANS
OF PREVENTING WAR.

DRAFT REPORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE TO THE ASSEMBLY.

Rapporteur: M. LANGE (Norway).

In its resolution of September 24th, 1929, the Assembly invited the Council to request
the Committee on Arbitration and Security to consider whether it would be possible to prepare
a draft general Convention on the lines of the Model Treaty to strengthen the Means of preventing
War. At its fourth session, held at Geneva from April 28th to May 9th, 1930, the Committee
on Arbitration and Security dealt with this question at considerable length.

It appeared from the discussions which took place in the Committee that the transformation
of the model treaty into a general Convention raised a certain number of problems of great
importance and of an extremely delicate nature. As regards some of these problems, the
Committee succeeded in reconciling the various points of view; but, in the case of others,
and, in particular, the problem of the more or less compulsory character of the military
measures recommended by the Council and that of supervision and sanctions, it was unable
to make unanimous proposals. It has, therefore, only prepared a preliminary draft Convention,
in which Articles 2, 3 and 3bis are given in two different columns representing the two main
tendencies. When this matter was brought before it, the Third Committee entered upon a
general exchange of views. After this discussion, it instructed a Sub-Committee to consider
the various viewpoints that had been expressed, and to endeavour to bring to light certain
common features.
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This Sub-Committee discussed the principles of the preliminary draft exhaustively and
in a most conciliatory spirit.

In accordance with the Sub-Committee's proposals, the Third Committee reached the
following conclusions:

1. The Committee is of opinion that, in principle, it would be advantageous to transform
the model treaty into a General Convention to strengthen the means of preventing war;

2. The Committee was unanimous in regard to the provisions given in Article 1 of the
preliminary draft concerning the conservatory measures of a non-military nature which the
Council may recommend the contracting parties to take;

3. With regard to Article 2 of the preliminary draft, the Committee considered that
this article might embody provisions to ensure the integral application of Article 11 of the
Covenant, with a view to the prevention of war by making binding on all contracting parties
the Council's recommendations for the avoidance of direct contact between the opposing
forces, and for the avoidance of incidents at a time when relations between the States concerned
in any dispute have become so strained that, in the opinion of the Council, there is a threat
of war;

4. The Committee likewise considered that the Convention should provide for a supervision
of the measures which, in the cases mentioned in Article 2, would be decreed by the Council
(Article 3 of the preliminary draft);

5.', Lastly, in view of the fact that the scheme was limited to the prevention of war, as
mentioned in Article 11 of the Covenant, the Committee felt that it should be understood
that the question of the methods of applying Article 16 of the Covenant would remain intact,
and that, on the other hand, the proposed Convention would result in facilitating such
application.

The Committee came to the conclusion that the formulation of the above-mentioned
principles in a clearly-defined text would call for further prolonged and exhaustive study,
for a number of delicate questions of a technical nature would have to be solved.

Under these circumstances, the Committee proposes that the Assembly should request
the Council to form a special committee to reconsider this question in the light of the principles
adopted by the Committee, and to submit its report to the Council for discussion at the next
session of the Assembly.

The Committee therefore requests the Assembly to adopt the following resolution:

"The Assembly,
"Having considered the preliminary draft general Convention to strengthen the

Means of preventing War, drawn up by the Committee on Arbitration and Security during
its fourth session held at Geneva in April and May, 1930;

" Being aware that the study of the question so far has shown that the transformation
of the model treaty into a general Convention raises numerous and delicate problems;

" Recognising, however, the degree of progress already made in reconciling the
different points of view in regard to the preparation of the text of a general Convention:

" Decides that the study of this question should be continued, and consequently
requests the Council to appoint a special committee to draw up a report in sufficient
time for submission to the twelfth ordinary session of the Assembly."

ANNEX 4.

REDUCTION OF ARMAMENTS.

DRAFT REPORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE TO THE ASSEMBLY.

Rapporteur: M. MATOS (Guatemala).

At the request of the Netherlands delegation, the Assembly referred to the Third
Committee the four questions included in the chapter " Reduction of Armaments " of the
Secretary-General's report on the work of the League since the tenth session of the Assembly.

1. PREPARATORY COMMISSION FOR THE DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE.

: During the general discussion on the present Assembly on the work of the League since
its tenth session, several speakers expressed the opinion that the work of the Preparatory
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Commission should be completed so that the general Disarmament Conference might be convened
at the earliest possible moment. 

At its first meeting, the Third Committee invited M. Loudon, President of the Preparatory
Commission, to be present at its meeting when it opened the discussion on the work regarding
disarmament. M. Loudon made a statement on the present position with regard to this question.
He expressed his regret that it had not been possible to hold a meeting last year and explained
the reasons. The results of the London Conference had a close bearing upon the work of the
Preparatory Commission. This link was implied in the text of the resolution itself which had
been adopted by the last Assembly. The President of the Preparatory Commission was gratified
at the results obtained at the Naval Conference, which had enabled him to convene the
Preparatory Commission for November 3rd next. In his capacity as President, he assured the
Committee that the Preparatory Commission was firmly resolved to finish its work at its next
session .

The Committee unanimously expressed the hope that the Preparatory Commission for
the Disarmament Conference would be able to complete its work during the session which is
to open at Geneva .on November 3rd next, so as to enable the Council to convene the General
Conference for the Reduction and Limitation of Armaments at the earliest possible date.
Divergent views were expressed as to the advisability of fixing a date for the general
Disarmament Conference ;some delegations were of opinion that the Council should not convene
the Conference until the preparatory work necessary for its success had been completed. Other
delegations thought that in any case the Conference should be held during 1931. This latter
proposal, submitted by the German delegation, was supported by a certain number of other
delegations.

The German proposal, which differed from the resolution subsequently adopted by the
Third Committee, stated in the first place the view that disarmament was the principal task
of the League and that the Preparatory Commission had not so far achieved any positive
result. In conclusion, it urged the summoning of the general Disarmament Conference
during 1931.

In order to arrive at an agreement, the Norwegian delegation proposed that the Committee's
desire that the Council should convene the General- Conference before the end of 1931 should
be mentioned in the report to the Assembly, This proposal was unanimously adopted.

After a discussion, in which a large number of speakers took part - in particular, the
delegates of certain countries not represented on the Preparatory Commission - the Third
Committee adopted the following draft resolution, which I had proposed to it and which I
have the honour, on behalf of that Committee, to submit to the Assembly:

" The Assembly,
"Having noted with satisfaction the results obtained at the London Conference

and communicated to us by a letter from the President of that Conference dated
April 21st, 1930;

"Noting that these results are of a nature to facilitate a general agreement on the
-occasion of the next meeting of-the Preparatory Commission regarding the methods to
be applied in the matter of the reduction and limitation of naval armaments;

"Being desirous that negotiations pursued in a spirit of conciliation and mutual
confidence and with the determination to arrive at practical solutions will make it possible
to complete and extend the work of the Naval Conference 

"Expresses the conviction that during its session next November the Preparatory
Commission will be able to finish the drawing up of a preliminary draft Convention and
will thus enable the Council to convene as soon as possible the General Conference on the

' Reduction and Limitation of Armaments, and
Decides that the proceedings and the report of the Assembly regarding disarmament

shall be transmitted to the Preparatory Commission."

2. SPECIAL COMMISSION FOR THE PREPARATION OF A DRAFT CONVENTION WITH REGARD TO
THE SUPERVISION OF THE PRIVATE MANUFACTURE AND PUBLICITY OF THE MANUFACTURE

OF ARMS AND AMMUNITION AND OF IMPLEMENTS OF WAR.

On September 29th, 1929, the tenth Assembly adopted the following resolution:

" The Assembly has taken cognisance of the documents forwarded to it by the Council
on the work of the Special Commission responsible for framing a draft Convention on the
Supervision of the Private Manufacture and Publicity of the Manufacture of Arms and
Ammunition and of Implements of War.

" It recognises the importance of the task entrusted by the Council to the Special
Commission.

" The Assembly considers that the organisation of the supervision of private manufacture
- the only manufacture referred to in Article 8 of the Covenant - in conjunction with the
publicity to be defined later, of State manufactures, which would place non-producing
countries and producing countries on the same footing, would facilitate the entry into force
of the Convention on the International Trade in Arms, Ammunition and Implements
of War dated June 17th, 1925, Geneva.

" It notes, however, that certain reservations have been made in respect of the draft
Convention and that several Governments have said that they are unable to express a
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final opinion on the methods of securing publicity for State manufactures until they know
the conclusions reached by the Preparatory Disarmament Commission on the question
of publicity of war material.

"The Assembly therefore requests the Council to consider the desirability, as soon
as the Preparatory Commission has concluded its work in connection with the publicity
of implements of war, of convening a further meeting of the Special Commission to
complete the text of a preliminary draft Convention."

At its meeting on September 25th, 1929, the Council noted this resolution and requested
the Secretary-General to communicate it to the Special Commission. As the Preparatory
Disarmament Commission has not met since that date, the Council has not so far been able
to convene the Special Commission.

During the discussion of this question in the Third Committee, important statements
were made, in particular, by M. Jouhaux, who spoke in impressive terms of the necessity of
regulating the private manufacture of arms, ammunition and implements of war. He stated
that notwithstanding moral condemnation and the restrictions expressly provided for in the
Covenant, the manufacture of arms is developing freely and constitutes a danger to peace.
Without mentioning certain regrettable happenings which have recently occurred in connection
with this question, M. Jouhaux referred to the historical development of the work relating
to private manufacture and noted that the study of this question was sufficiently advanced
to enable a Convention to be framed. It is unfortunate that the question of State manufacture
should have been linked up with this question, thus preventing the conclusion of a Convention
for the supervision of the private manufacture of arms.

Other authoritative statements having been made emphasising the urgency of this problem,
the Third Committee, on the proposal of the Chairman, was unanimous in desiring that the
Special Commission should be convened immediately after the close of the work of the
Preparatory Commission.

3. SUPERVISION OF THE INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN ARMS AND AMMUNITION AND IN IMPLEMENTS

OF WAR.

The Convention signed in 1925 for the supervision of the international trade in arms and
ammunition and in implements of war has not yet entered into force, since the fourteen
ratifications required have not yet been secured.

On March 1st, 1930, the British Government informed the Secretary-General of its intention
to propose that the Council should summon a Conference of signatory States to consider the
best means of bringing the Convention into force with the least possible delay. This proposal
led to new ratifications, though the number necessary for the entry into force of the
Convention has not yet been obtained.

At the Council session in May 1930, this proposal was discussed and the British representative
stated his willingness to postpone the question until after the next session of the Preparatory
Commission for the Disarmament Conference. This view was shared by the Third Committee
which, except for the communication of a new forthcoming ratification of the Convention -
that of Belgium - has not discussed the supervision of the international trade in arms and
ammunition and in implements of war.

4. "STATISTICAL YEAR-BOOK OF THE TRADE IN ARMS, AMMUNITION AND IMPLEMENTS OF

WAR : "ARMAMENTS YEAR-BOOK "

As regards the Armaments Year-Book and the Statistical Year-Book of the Trade in Arms,
Ammunition and Implements of War, which are published regularly in virtue of the decisions
adopted by the Council of the League of Nations, it was noted that the latest editions of these
publications have been circulated to the Members of the League.


