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a Member of the League of Nations. They must not let slip an opportunity which might not
occur again.

The French delegate fully realised, as all. his colleagues did, that this Conference would not
be a Conference for total disarmament, but they must still make the effort to arrange for it to
meet. The French delegation was absolutely ready, as were their experts, and asked that this
Conference should meet as quickly as possible.

General DE MARINIS (Italy) thanked M. Paul-Boncour for having, at the end of the lastmeeting, modified his text by withdrawing the date of December a a time for the completion
of the work of the Preparatory Commission.

Encouraged by certain considerations which had just been mentioned by several delegates,
he would like to see the last part of the resolution modified, where it was a question of
convening the General Disarmament Conference before the eighth session of the Assembly.
Having some experience of the work of technical commissions, he doubted whether it would bepossible to draw up the programme of the general Conference within so short a space of time.

If it was true that it was not the Council which was to arrange the programme but thePreparatory Commission itself, e wished to recall the decision of the sixthe session of theAssembly that it was the Council's duty to decide itself on a suitable date for the meeting of
the Conference, taking into account the general state of security.

In conclusion, he felt that, under the circumstances, it would be wise to accept the amend-
ment proposed by the delegate of Roumania. By inserting the words " if possible "they would
be taking a step which would be favourable to public opinion, which could best be served by theelimination of promises difficult to fulfil.

Mi. JANSON (Belgium) strongly supported, in the name of his delegation, the view putforward by M. de Jouvenel. Without doubt, the Swiss, Italian and Roumanian representatives
had shown a conciliatory spirit in proposing or supporting the insertion of the words " if possible 
However, the introduction of these words into the text would offer no advantage and would, onthe other hand, present difficulties. Public opinion was following closely the work of the Com-
mittee, and if, after making a solemn statement that the Conference must meet as soon as pos-sible, the Committee itself introduced into the draft resolution the words " if possible ", it would
give the impression that it did not really believe tat its wishes could be realised in the nearfuture.

In conclusion, the Belgian delegate said that the Committee could very well support theFrench text, for the last sentence of this text had in no way a mandatory character but, on the
contrary, the element of possibility was suggested in the form submitted. The Committee
would do well to support this text, and in any case the Belgian delegate was definitely opposed
to the Roumanian amendment.

M. SATO (Japan) drew the attention of his colleagues to the fact that at least a month wasnecessary before the decisions taken by the Preparatory Commission could reach Japan. A similardelay would be necessary in the case of other countries, and yet another month would haveto be allowed before the delegates appointed could reach Europe. He therefore thought that theConference could not meet before June or July, and he wondered whether the latter time wouldbe suitable for the proposed meeting.
He did not wish in any way to underestimate the importance of the proposed resolution,and if, as the Belgian delegate had said, the conditional sense of the resolution gave the samemeaning as would be obtained by the words " if possible ", M. Sato was ready to accept them.

He would add that Japan would be one of the first countries to send delegates to the Conference.
He had wished to point out certain material difficulties which would arise from the question oftime.

M. LANGE (Norway) recalled that, at the last meeting, he had stated that he agreed withthe spirit of M. Paul-Boncour's proposal, and that, after re-examining this text, he was onlymore fully convinced that the Third Committee should accept it in its present form.
He wished to draw the attention of his colleagues to a word in the resolution which appeared

to him very important. It spoke of " a Conference ", and not of the Conference for the Reduc-tion and Limitation of Armaments. As M. de Jouvenel had said, they had to begin by takingthe first step. Who would imagine that the great task of liquidating past armaments andthe military organisations of the world could be accomplished in the course of a singleConference? This would be a mistake. It appeared to the Norwegian delegation that theRapporteur to the Assembly would need to emphasise this point and to show that it was notpossible to pass in a single step from a state of insecurity and of armaments to a state of thereduction of armaments.
The League of Nations was moving towards organised peace. Its work must be directedto practical ends, and this was the task of the First Conference provided for by the resolution.
He ventured to say to those of his colleagues who hesitated to accept the proposal in the formin which it stood, and who wished to insert in it certain reservations, that, in contemplating the

adjournment of this First Conference, they were pledging themselves to another Conference
before the eighth session of the Assembly, that of the Supervision of the Private Manufactureof Arms. Those who wished for the meeting of this latter Conference would have the right, ifthe Conference provided for in the resolution under discussion did not take place before theeighth session of the Assembly, to insist that the Conference for the Supervision of PrivateManufacture should be called.
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M. MOTTA (Switzerland) wished, first of all, to assure the members of the Committee that
he would in every way abide by the decision of the majority, and that the observations which
he wished to make did not constitute definite opposition.

He ventured to suggest that M. Lange had introduced a dangerous idea into the discussion.
The Norwegian delegate had drawn attention to the word " a "and had emphasised that it
was a question of " a " Conference and not " the " Conference. M. Motta felt that it was a
question of a First Conference.

Elsewhere it had been said that the words " if possible " meant no more than the meaning
already given by the last sentence of the resolution which was conditional. M. Motta thought
that they had some considerable signification. The formula which did not include the words
"if possible " was a very hopeful one and had a sort of moral implication. The other, including
these two words, was a formula which was intended to avoid any deception. The expressions
" would meet ", " should meet ", " should meet if possible ", had shades of meaning which
the Committee might discuss but which, for the public, would have no more definite meaning
than was in the resolution.

Everyone was in agreement that they were not political but technical and material reasons that
would delay the meeting of the Conference. The speaker also thought that it was possible to find an
agreement on a text which would show the possibility of delay owing to technical difficulties.

M. Motta therefore asked the author of the resolution if the following amendment: " Which
would meet if technically possible ", would not be acceptable to him and to the rest of the
Committee.

M. DE JOUVENEL (France) stated that he was ready to make the necessary concession, but it
was important that the members of the Committee should not have any differences of opinion as
to the substance of the resolution.

M. Motta had just proposed the words "technical impossibilities ", but the French delegation
could not accept it without entirely losing sight of the ideas put forward by M. Paul-Boncour at
the last meeting. The French delegation did not recognise the existence of technical impossibilities.
They were ready to respect the delays mentioned by M. Sato. The Japanese delegate had
had a certain difficulty in postponing the Conference to June, and one might assume that the
Japanese experts would keep their Government informed as to the debates which had taken
place. There could therefore be no technical impossibilities, but one might suppose that a
delegate could be kept back or hindered from being present at the Conference. Considering this
hypothesis, it could be said that there would be material difficulties, and the French delegation
was therefore ready to agree to the amendment and to accept the expression " unless material
difficulties render this impossible ".

But, as M. Motta said, they must really be agreed as to the meaning of M. Paul-Boncour's
resolution. M. Motta had said that the conditional time in the sentence was important ; this
was true. He had said at the same time that it was the "first Conference ", but that it would
not be the last one. M. Lange, moreover, had insisted on the idea that they must make a begin-
ning and this was truly an essential. The impression must assuredly be given of the termination
of the period of preparation, and that the League of Nations was arriving at conclusions. This
was the meaning of the Third Committee when it had adopted M. Markovitch's resolution
stating that the League of Nations was not any longer to be a kind of passive institution for the
registration of treaties, but that it had diplomatic methods. It was time to have done with
platonic vows.

M. de Jouvenel expressed his conviction that the last war would not have taken place if
it had been possible to take the necessary decision in time. Such dangers must not be run
again. They must not allow difficulties to accumulate before endeavouring to surmount them.
The French delegate well knew that the Conference would go through difficult times, but it
must go through them with a courageous spirit.

The EARL OF ONSLOW (British Empire) thanked the French delegation for its conciliatory
attitude, and agreed to the proposed amendment " Will meet unless material difficulties
render this impossible."

M. CABALLERO (Paraguay) stated that his delegation was entirely in agreement with the
French draft resolution. His country was one which was perpetually disarmed, and for this very
reason it meant much to him that other nations should likewise disarm and that the problem of
disarmament should once and for all be really begun. The League of Nations was now sufficiently
strong to abandon platonic vows, as M. de Jouvenel had just stated.

General DE MARINIS (Italy) would have preferred the use of the words " should meet ".

M. DE JOUVENEL (France) thought that one conditional would be enough.

M. LATHAM (Australia) supported the French proposal.

General DE MARINIS (Italy) thought the expression suggested might allow it to be under-
stood that the Assembly intended to give orders to the Council.

M. DE JcUVENEL (France) emphasised that the terms proposed by the French delegation
clearly indicated that there was no technical or political impossibility. There might indeed be
material difficulties, but the Committee did not recognise others,

M. MOTTA (Switzerland) supported the French proposal,
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M. LOUDON (Netherlands) proposed a formula which he thought would emphasise the
unanimous approval of the Committee " And asks the Council to convene this Conference before
the eighth ordinary session of the Assembly unless material difficulties render this impossible."

General DE MARINIS (Italy) accepted the French proposal and suggested the nomination
of M. Paul-Boncour as Rapporteur.

M. PAUL-BONCOUR (France) thanked General de Marinis and agreed to be Rapporteur.
As he had the intention of taking part in the discussion, he in no way abandoned this intention.

He hoped, however, that the Committee would not be surprised if, after having submitted
his report, he took part in the discussion.

The final draft resolution was read

"The Assembly takes note of the report submitted to it by the Secretariat and the very
full information furnished to the Third Committee by the Chairman of the Preparatory
Commission on the work of that Commission, its technical Sub-Commissions A and B and
the Joint Commission.

" It expresses its complete satisfaction with the work performed and thanks those who
have contributed to it.

"Being desirous that the investigations in regard to which the Assembly itself took the
initiative in its resolution of September 25th, 1925, should be brought to a successful conclu-
sion as soon as possible, it requests the Council to call alupon the Preparatory Commission
to take steps to hasten the completion of the technical work and thus be able to draw up,
at the beginning of next year, the programme for a Conference on the Limitation and Reduc-
tion of Armaments corresponding to existing conditions in regard to regional and general
security, and it asks the Council to convene this Conference before the eighth ordinary
session of the Assembly unless material difficulties render this impossible. "

The draft resolution was unanimously adopted.

The CHAIRMAN proposed that, as this was the last meeting of the Committee, a Sub-
Committee, consisting of M. Loudon, Count Bernstorff, the Earl of Onslow, General de Marinis
and M. Sato, should meet later on to examine in the name of the Committee the report which
M. Paul-Boncour would present (Annex 3).

This proposal was carried.

Count BERNSTORFF (Germany) said that he was quite sure of voicing the feeling of the
Committee in warmly thanking the Chairman and in congratulating him on the way he had
conducted the work of the Committee.

The CHAIRMAN thanked Count Bernstorff, as well as all the members of the Committee,
for this mark of confidence.

The meeting closed at 7I.15 p.m.
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A. 73. 1926. IX.
Annex 1.

REPORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE TO THE SEVENTH ORDINARY SESSION OF
THE ASSEMBLY: SUPERVISION OF THE PRIVATE MANUFACTURE OF ARMS AND

AMMUNITION AND OF IMPLEMENTS OF WAR.

Rapporteur: H. E. M. GUERRERO (Salvador).

The Third Committee has considered the problem of the supervision of the private manu-
facture of arms and ammunition and of implements of war, and has noted the close connection
which exists between this problem and the other items on its agenda; namely, that of the limi-
tation and general reduction of armaments, that of the supervision of the international trade
in arms and ammunition and in implements of war, and that of statistical information concer-
ning this trade. The close connection between these questions is due to the fact that, on the one
hand, several countries experience great difficulty in adopting the standard form recommen-
ded by the last Assembly for the communication of statistical information to the Secretariat
before ratifying the Convention; that, on the other hand, the coming into force of the Convention
on the Trade in Arms is delayed because most countries cannot ratify it until the cognate
problem of the private manufacture of arms has been solved; and finally, that it might
prove equally difficult to ratify a convention on the latter subject before knowing what a general
convention on the limitation of armaments would be.

The problem of the supervision of the private manufacture of arms and ammunition and
of implements of war is raised in precise terms in Article 8 of the Covenant of the League of
Nations. It has received the constant attention of the Assembly since.the foundation of the
League. Document A. 47 1926. IX, distributed to the Assembly, contains a preliminary draft
Convention prepared by the Committee of Enquiry of the Committee of the Council, together
with other documents, including a report submitted by M. Benes and adopted by the Council,
and a Council resolution drawing the attention of the Assembly to the connection which exists
between this problem and the more general question now being considered by the Preparatory
Commission for the Disarmament Conference.

The Third Committee unanimously recognises that the patient and methodical enquiries
which the different Committees of the Council and of various Assemblies have conducted in this
matter make it possible to conclude that, from a technical point of view, the problem might be
solved in the near future. There was, however, evidence of two currents of opinion in the Com-
mittee with regard to the desirability of convening, immediately, an international conference
to conclude the desired Convention. Though the Committee was unanimous concerning the
necessity for dealing with this question as soon as possible, the opinion was expressed that it
would be desirable to avoid separating the work connected with the private manufacture of
arms from the preparatory work in connection with the General Conference for the Reduction
and Limitation of Armaments a problem of which the private manufacture of arms, after
all, forms but a part. Unanimity was reached on the basis of a conditional proposal to the effect
that the lesser problem was capable of early solution in any case, either by its inclusion in the
programme of the General Conference on Disarmament, if the latter can be convened before the
eighth ordinary session of the Assembly, or, failing this, by means of a special Conference.

Your Committee therefore proposes that you should adopt the following resolution:
"The Assembly once again draws attention to the close connection which exists

between the question of the supervision of the private manufacture of arms and ammunition
and of implements of war and the international trade in these articles;

"It notes that, up to the present, the Convention on the Supervision of the Interna-
tional Trade has been ratified by only one signatory country, and hopes that the efforts
which are being made to obtain the ratification of the principal producing countries will
soon be successful ;

It notes the work which has been carried out under the direction of the Council
with regard to the supervision of private manufacture ;

" It declares that it is in agreement with the Council as regards the connection which
exists between this question and the whole problem now being examined by the Preparatory
Commission for the Disarmament Conference.

" It lays stress upon the necessity of concluding a Convention as soon as possible,
though it recognises that priority must be accorded to work in connection with the Conven-
tion on Disarmament;

"It therefore proposes that the Council should continue its enquiries regarding
private manufacture, in order that these questions may be included in the programme of
the Disarmament Conference, if this Conference can be convened before the eighth ordinary
session of the Assembly, or, if that is impossible, in order that a special Conference may be
convened as soon as possible to deal with the matter, "
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A. 79. I926. IX.

Annex 2.

REPORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE TO THE SEVENTH ORDINARY SESSION
OF THE ASSEMBLY : ARBITRATION AND SECURITY.

Rapporteur : H.E. Dr. Lazare MARKOVITCH (Kingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes).

The Assembly of the League of Nations, at its last ordinary session, after noting that the
Geneva Protocol had not received the ratifications necessary for putting it into operation
immediately, decided to reserve its decision as to the advisability of drawing up a fresh gene-
ral convention concerning the pacific settlement of international disputes. The general prin-
ciples of the Protocol - arbitration, security and disarmament -- in themselves retained their
full value for the solution of the problem of the friendly settlement of disputes between nations.
For this reason, the resolution voted on September 25th, I925, by the sixth ordinary session
of the Assembly of the League of Nations insists on the advisability and necessity of working
for the establishment of peace by the sure method of arbitration, security and disarmament.
Inspired by these sentiments and determined to continue its efforts with a view to discovering the
most appropriate means of ensuring peace, the sixth ordinary session of the Assembly recalled
the guarantees provided by the Covenant and drew the attention of the States Members of the
League of Nations to the advantages, from the point of view of their security, of the conclusion
of individual arbitration or judicial settlement conventions.

The preliminary negotiations entered into last year between Germany and the Western
Powers concerning a pact of guarantee had become a matter of common knowledge and they
were expected to lead to results which would be favourable to the re-establishment of mutual
confidence between nations. It was for that reason that the sixth ordinary session of the Assembly
openly referred to these negotiations and proclaimed in advance that it regarded them with
favoir and hoped for their final success. The Assembly went even further in its anticipation
of events and formally requested the Council, in its resolution of September 25th, 1925, to examine
all these conventions and to submit a report to the seventh ordinary session of the Assembly
on the progress in general security brought about by such agreements.

The events which have taken place since September I925 are well known. The recommen-
dation of the sixth ordinary session of the Assembly with regard to arbitration conventions and
treaties of mutual security has had its effect. Clear proof of this is to be found in the ever
increasing number of such treaties published by the Secretariat in the interesting volume entitled
" Arbitration and Security " (a systematic survey of the arbitration conventions and treaties of
mutual security deposited with the League of Nations: document C. 34. M. 74, 1926, V), which
has been communicated to all the members of the Third Committee. The most important event,
however, and one which marks a definite stage in the evolution of the problem of the pacific
settlement of international disputes, is the conclusion of the Treaties of Locarno, the realisation of
the wish alluded to in the Assembly Resolution of September 25th, I925. This event has aroused
world-wide interest. It is therefore not surprising that the Council of the League of Nations,
in emphasising, in its reports on the matter, the capital importance of this historic fact, should
not have hesitated to draw from it certain hopeful conclusions as to the maintenance of peace.

Acting in accordance with the recommendation of the last ordinary session of the Assembly,
the Council has undertaken, through the intermediary of its competent organs, an examination
of all the declarations, proposals and suggestions made to it or to the Assembly. It has also
undertaken an examination of the treaties deposited with the League of Nations, in particular
the Treaties of Locarno. The conclusions at which the Council has arrived will not fail to
produce an impression on all sides. The Council notes that the movement towards the pacific
settlement of international disputes is constantly gaining force in international policy.

In another passage of its report (document A. 32, 1926, page ther passage of its report (document A. 32, Council notes that this
movement has acquired an ever-increasing force and canan ever-increasing force analready be regarded can already be regarded as part of the
practical policy which a number of States are in a position to adopt. The Third Committee is
fully aware of the importance of these declarations; without indulging in exaggerated
optimism, it has come to the conclusion that appreciable progress has been achieved by the
Treaties of Locarno and that it is essential to continue along the road of confidence and peace so
clearly traced by the signing of these Treaties.

When examining all these facts and endeavouring to determine their political significance,
the Third Committee thought it desirable to recommend that the Assembly should not only note
the progress realised in the matter, but should also take steps more particularly to promote the
development of international relations in the spirit of mutual confidence and security which
prevailed at Locarno and which should not remain the exclusive privilege of a few Powers. The
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Third Committee regards the present moment as most favourable for the consolidation of peaceby means of the extension of the principles of the Protocol which were so emphatically confirmedby the Treaties of Locarno. It is convinced that the growing tendency to settle internationaldisputes by pacific means, a tendency dwelt on in the reports of the Council, stands in need ofencouragement and support. It was for this reason and in view of the considerations to whichreference has just been made that the Third Committee, on the proposal of the delegation of theKingdom of the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes, drafted the proposal submitted to the Assemblyfor approval.
This resolution bears some relation to those of previous years and more particularly to theresolutions of September 25th, I925. It is designed to testify to the League's desire to promotethe continuation of the admirable work accomplished at Locarno and to make that work qmrefar-reaching by extending it-to other regions of Europe and the whole world. The resolutiondoes not claim :to iexhaust the vast and complex question of the pacific settlement of interna-tional disputes.
The Committee fully realises that in certain parts of the world, and even in Europe, Stateswill no doubt be able to go further and adopt a more strictly judicial system than that of theLocarno Treaties.
Furthermore, certain States which may consider themselves to be already jin a positionof security will not need to identify themselves strictly with the system of security by mutualguarantee provided for in these Treaties.
The resolution is in the nature rather of a political resolution bearing upon the actual stateand stage of evolution of those ideas of the Covenant which have found expression in thedifferent Conventions on arbitration and security and more particularly in the Treaties of Locarno.Further,we desire to mention a fresh lement which ofuld be introduced into the Council'ssphere-of activity by the last paragraph of the resolution. This contains a provision requestingthe Council to offer its good offices, if necessary, for the conclusion of suitableagreements on thelines of the Locarno agreements. This simply means that the Council wouled bto giveits encouragement and make a recommendation but would be left to judge, inits discretion, ofthe expediency of such mediation and the conditions under which it should be offered in concretecases.
The seventh ordinary session of the Assembly, by adopting this resolution would set theseal of its authority on the peaceful policy which it desires to see adopted by the States Membersof the League in their individual policy and would thus be discharging the duty so eloquentlydescribed in the preamble to the Covenant as that of achieving international peace and securityby-the establishment of the principles which should be regarded as the actual rule of conductamong Governments.

Draft Resolution
" The Assembly,
" aving examined the reports of the Council on Arbitration, Security and theacificSettlement of International Disputes,
Records the fact that the resolution of the sixth ordinary session of the Assembly, to-the effect that the most urgent need of the present time is the re-establishment of mutualconfidence .between nations, has had definite results. It sees clear proof of this in the ever-increasing number of arbitration conventions and treaties of security conceived in the spiritof the Covenant of the League of Nations and in harmony with the principles of the Geneva'Protocol (Arbitration, Security and Disarmament). It emphasises in particular the impor-tance of the Treaties of Locarno, the coming into force of 'which has been rendered possibleby the admission of Germany into the League of Nations and the principal object of whichis to ensure peace in one of the most sensitive regions of Europe,

"Sees in the last-mentioned Treaties a definite step forward in the establishment ofmutual confidence between nations,
" Considers that agreements of this kind need not necessarily be restricted to alimited area, but may be applied to different parts of the world.
" Asserts its conviction that the general ideas embodied in the clauses of the Treaties

'of Locarno, whereby provision is made for conciliation and arbitration and for security
by the mutual guaranteeing of States against any unprovoked aggression, mavywell beaccepted amongst the fundamental rules which should govern the foreign policy of everycivilised nation.

" Expresses the hope that these principles will be recognised by all States and willbe put into practice as soon as possible by all States in whose interest it is to contract suchtreaties.
" And requests the Council to recommend the States Members of the League of Nationsto put into practice the .above-mentioned principles and to offer, if necessary, its goodoffices, for the conclusion of suitable agreements likely to establish confidence andsecurity, the indispensable conditions of the maintenance of international peace and, as aresult,'to facilitate the reduction and limitation of the armaments of:all States."

RECORDS OF THE SEVENTH ASSEMBLY
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Annex 3.

REPORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE TO THE SEVENTH ORDINARY SESSION
OF THE ASSEMBLY: PREPARATORY COMMISSION FOR THE DISARMAMENT

CONFERENCE.

Rapporteur:. H. E. M. PAUL-BONCOUR (France).

After taking note of the negotiations at that time in progress with a view to the conclusion
of arbitration conventions and of treaties of mutual security, and anticipating-tie -successful
conclusion of these negotiations, the Assembly, at its sixth ordinary session, decided that it could
ask the Council to proceed immediately to preparatory studies for the organisation of a
conference on the reduction and limitation of armaments.

In taking this step on the proposal of its Third Committee, it fully realised that these
studies would necessarily take a considerable time in view of the wide scope and the complicated.
nature of a problem which had hitherto never been approached..

It hoped that in this way, when political conditions permitted - the preparatory studies
having already been carried out - a conference for the reduction and limitation of armaments
could usefully be convened.

In the Third Committee's opinion, this step was a wise one and 'these hopes will not prove
vain. After hearing the statement made by M. Loudon, the Chairman of the Preparatory Com-
mission to which the Council entrusted the investigations called for by the sixth ordinary session
of the Assembly, on the state of this Commission's work and also of that of its technical
Sub-Commissions, and having regard also to the fact that the situation has become more favour-
able by the ratification of the Locarno Agreements and Germany's admission to the League of
Nations, the Third Committee recognised that a conference on the limitation of armaments can
and should be convened.

Differences of opinion, or, more exactly, apprehensions, have been manifested as to when
the technical preparations will be complete and consequently as to when the Preparatory Com-
mission can draw up the programme of the Conference and when the Conference itself can be
convened.

Nevertheless, the work has been pursued with such energy and has reached such a stage of
development that the Third Committee believes that it will be possible to draw up the pro-
gramme of the Conference at the beginning of next year, and accordingly 'proposes that the
Assembly should congratulate those who have taken part in this work.

It will then be for the, Council to fix the date of convening the Conference. In this connec-
tion it should be pointed out that, while great progress has been made with regard to security,
thanks to the Locarno Agreements, this progress only affects one part of the continent of Europe.

For this reason it appeared necessary to state that the limitation and reduction of armaments
should " correspond to existing conditions in regard to regional and general security " Further-
more, there can be no question of solving the problem of disarmament at the first attempt.
As security increases, disarmament will increase. The Disarmament Conference will therefore
only be the first of a series and, even apart from the importance of the reductions and limita-
tions which it may bring about, it must in any case have the immense advantage! of transforming
into an international contract the degree of armament of the different States, and of thus putting
a stop for a definite period to any possibility of competition in armaments.

In these circumstances there can be no objection in principle to contemplating the possi-
bility of holding a conference before the eighth ordinary session of the Assembly. Several
members of the Third Committee, however, have emphasised the grave disappointment which
would be felt by public opinion if, after it had been announced for a definite date, it proved
impossible to hold the Conference at the date in question. The Third Committee duly weighed
this drawback and made allowance for it, to the extent of recommending that the Conference
should be held before' the eighth ordinary session of the Assembly, " unless material difficulties
render this impossible ", and it emphasises the considerable importance of surmounting such diffi-
culties and accelerating the work of the technical Commissions, which must first be completed
before the Preparatory Commission can usefully meet. The Third Committee has therefore
decided to propose to the Assembly the adoption of a resolution asking the Council to convene
a first conference before the eighth ordinary session of the Assembly, unless material difficulties
should render this impossible, in order to agree upon the first stage of the work of disarmament.
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Draft Resolution.

" The Assembly takes note of the report submitted to it by the Secretariat and the
very full information furnished to the Third Committee by the Chairman of the Prepara-
tory Commission on the work of that Commission, its technical Sub-Commissions A and B,
and the Joint Commission.

" It expresses its complete satisfaction with the work performed and thanks those
who have contributed to it.

" Being desirous that the investigations, in regard to which the Assembly itself took
the initiative in its resolution of September 25th, I925, should be brought to a Successful
conclusion as soon as possible, it requests the Council to call upon the Preparatory Commis-
sion to take steps to hasten the completion of the technical work and thus be able to draw
up, at the beginning of next year, the programme for a Conference on the limitation and
reduction of armaments corresponding to existing conditions in regard to regional and
general security, and it asks the Council to convene this conference before the eighth
ordinary session of the Assembly unless material difficulties render this impossible. 




