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the following sentence:

"The Council, in.nominating experts, should take into account the necessity
for including in the Commission the representatives of countries placed by their
geographical position in a special position as regards the problem of disarmament,
when such countries were not in other ways represented on the Commission. "

Certain delegations also consider that it would be advisable for all members of the Co-

ordination Commission to sit there on an equal footing. The French delegate expressed
the opinion that the defects pointed out in the working of the Co-ordination Commission
might easily be remedied if the Council drew up rules of procedure ; the Commission being an
advisory one, all the members would be able to take part in discussions and to vote, while

the final decision would always remain with the Council. On the other hand, the Italian
delegate made reservations on this point, being of opinion that the vote should. only be given
to authorised representatives of States Members of the Council and never to those members
who sit in any other capacity ; while the Commission only gives opinions, such opinions
always constitute a moral and therefore political pronouncement.

Criticisms have also been raised with regard to the title of the Commission. Some dele-
gations look upon this title as too abstract and as marking no connection with the object

for which the Commission was created. They would prefer a title more in harmony with
the work carried out by the Commission and they propose that its title should be"Commnission
of Enquiry on the Reduction and Limitation of Armaments".

Lastly, the Committee notes that the opinion has been expressel almost unanimoutsly
and very definitely that the staff of the permanent Secretariat upon wlhom will devolve the
work resulting from nthe preliminary studies should be increased.

In view of these considerations, the iCommittee proposes that the Assen-mbly adopt the
following resolution:

" The Assembly:
" Takes note of the Council resolution dated October 3rd, 1924, establishing

the Co-ordination Commission;
" And invites the attention of -the Council to the suggestions made during the

proceedings of the Third Committee, as contained in the report submitted to the
Assembly, with regard both to the designation and the composition of that Com-
mission, and also to the necessity of determining its rules of procedure."

A. 109. 1925. IX.
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REPORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE TO THE SIXTH ASSEMBLY.

MANUFACTURE OF ARMS, AMMUNITION AND IMPLEMENTS OF WAR.

Rapporleurr: M. GUERRERO (Salvador).

In entering upon the study of the question of the supervision of the private manufac-
ture of arms, ammunition and implements of war, the Committee had under its consideration,
on the one hand, the decisions taken by the last Assembly and by the Council, and, on the
other, the declaration contained in the Final Act of the Convention for the Supervision
of the International Trade in Arms and Ammunition and in Implements of War drawn up
at Geneva in June this year.

The fifth Assembly had requested the Council to invite the Temporary Mixed Commission
to investigate this question anew and with an entirely open mind and to prepare a draft inter-

national Convention, taking into account any new circumstances which may have arisen

since the report of the Temporary Commission was submitted to the Assembly.
The fifth Assembly had already considered a meeting of an international Conference.
As a result of investigations made by the Co-ordination Commission, the successor to

the Temporary Mixed Commission, in virtue of the resolutions of the Assembly and Council

thereon, the Committee of the Council decided that the drafting of a convention should be
postponed until the results of the Conference for the Supervision of the International Trade
in Arms and Ammunition and in Implements of War were known.

This is now the case.
The results are such as to encourage the Council to continue along the lines suggested

by the fifth Assembly, since the international Conference held at Geneva in May and June

was able to bring into being in a relatively short time a Convention for the Supervision of
the International Trade in Arms and Ammunition and in Implements of War with the support
of important States not belonging to the League of Nations.

During the debates of this Conference, as is shown in the minutes submitted by the Secre-
tariat to the Assembly (Document A. 13. 1925. IX), many delegations gave emphatic expression

i That the Convention of to-day's date must be considered as an important step towards a general system of international
agreements regarding arms and ammunition and implements of war, and that it is de-irable that the international aspect of the

manufacture of such arms, ammunition and implements of war should receive early consideration by the different Governments.
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to the importance which they attached to the system laid down by the Convention for the
supervision of the trade being completed by a similar system for manufacture of arms.

In the opinion of these delegates, such a Convention was indispensable to the re-establish-
ment of equality between producing and non-producing States, since the application of the
principles of licences and publicity, which the 1925 Convention imposed upon the international
trade in arms, would place non-producing countries in an inferior position to those countries
which could procure arms from factories within their own territory and thus escape publicity.
The declaration inserted in the Final Act of the 1925 Convention and mentioned above reflects
this line of thought.

Similar opinions were expressed by members of our Committee.
The Committee held -that the point of view of the delegations which considered that the

moment had arrived for preparing as quickly. as possible an international Conference, in
order to conclude a Convention for the Supervision of the Manufacture of Arms, Ammunition
and Implements of War, was in agreement with the action taken by previous Assemblies
and by the Council. It therefore thought that the Assembly should be invited to adopt the
following resolution, in which had been incorporated the desire already expressed by the fifth
Assembly that the closest possible collaboration should be established with the United States
Government in the preparation of this Conference; the Committee thought that, in order
to be effective, a Convention of this kind must be so devised as to receive the approval of all
producing countries:

Resolution.

"The Assembly adopts the declaration inserted in its Final Act by the Confe-
rence for the Supervision of the International Trade in Arms and Ammunition and
in Implements of War which met at Geneva in May and June 1925, declaring that
the Convention concerning the Supervision of the International Trade in Arms
and Ammunition and in Implements of War ' must be considered as an important
step towards a general system of international agreements regarding arms and
ammunition and implements of war, and that it is desirable that the international
aspect of the manufacture of such arms and ammunition and implements of war
receive early consideration by the different Governments';

"The Assembly invites the Council to continue -the preliminary work on the
subject of the control of the private manufacture of arms, ammunition and imple-
ments of war so that a draft Convention may be prepared as speedily as possible
and that the Council may sunmmon an international Conference to consider it, if
possible, before the next Assembly.

" It is of opinion that the co-operation of a representative of the United States
Government in the preliminary work for this Convention is indispensable to the
success of the Conference and begs the Council to invite the said Government to
co-operate as soon as it considers such a step possible."

A. 108. 1925. IX.
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REPORT OF THE THIRD COMMITTEE TO THE SIXTH ASSEMBLY.

YEAR-BOOK OF GENERAL AND STATISTICAL INFORMATION ON MILITARY,
NAVAL AND AIR ARMAMENTS.

Rlapporletlr: M. GuERnEnO (S(alvador).

The Assembly has on more than one occasion given evidence of the importance which
it attaches to general and statistical information on the armaments of the various countries.
The Armaments Year-Book for 1924 was examined by the fifth Assembly and the latter expressed
its satisfaction with the work accomplished by the Secretariatb The publication of the new
edition has been delayed this year to allow of the inclusion of a number of new countries and
the employment of more recent data, and particularly, in accordance with a recommendation
of the fifth Assembly, data regarding economic resources capable of being utilised for war.
The Committee suggests that the Assembly adopt the following resolution:

" The Assembly declares that the Year-Book of General and Statistical Infor-
mation regarding the armaments of the various countries is of great assistance in
connection with the work for the reduction and limitation of armaments, and it
trusts that the Secretary-General will arrange for the continuation and enlargement
of this publication on the lines laid down in the resolution of the fifth Assembly."
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