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Without wishing to forestall the work of that committee, he had had occasion to mention
to M. Bonnet his preference for a certain method. He thought it might be possible for the
League to encourage, by means of large syntheses accessible to all by reason of their brevity,
exactitude and clarity, a diffusion of present knowledge, reviewed and checked, concerning the
development of civilisation in the New World, with a view to defining, for the purposes of
scientific co-operation, the contribution of the countries of the American continent to the
general fund of human culture. M. Levillier's proposals might pursue their normal develop-
ment within the Institute's programme of work and that of the Geneva organisation. But,
though the League might be able to help in some way to be determined, naturally the greatest
effort would have to be made by the Governments and scientific institutions of the countries
directly concerned. There were already some signs of a movement in favour of the scheme in
Latin America; and M. Parra-Perez would refer, in this connection, to the splendid offer of the
University of Buenos Aires to take over the translation into Spanish and the publication in
that language of the works to be written. A vote by the Assembly in favour of the scheme
would certainly stimulate the movement.

The Venezuelan delegation, pending proposals by the Institute of Intellectual Co-
operation, was happy to announce that it was prepared to support these proposals and associate
itself with the majority of the members-he hoped he might say all the members-of the
Committee. The Venezuelan delegation's ideas on that point could not differ from those
already expressed on the subject by the other delegates of Latin America.

Lastly, he willingly supported the Roumanian delegation's proposal concerning a study of
the publication of a collection of European classics from the literature of regional languages.

M. OERI (Switzerland) first thanked the Rapporteur for his interesting and encouraging
report. He reminded the Committee that, in the previous year, M. Motta had expressed a
hope that the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation in Paris would endeavour to establish
practical collaboration with the International Education Bureau at Geneva. It was in
keeping with the rules laid down for the reform of the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation
that all overlapping should be avoided and, in particular, that no work should be undertaken
which an existing technical organ was already in a position to do.

This recommendation had been favourably received. After examining the situation, the
Executive Committee of the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation had adopted the following
resolution in December I934:

" The Executive Committee,

" Having taken note of the letter, dated November 22nd, from M. de Reynold to
Professor Gilbert Murray, regarding co-operation between the International Bureau of
Education and the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation:

" Receives this proposal with the greatest satisfaction;
" And lays down the principle that such co-operation is wholly desirable.
" Accordingly, it instructs the Secretary of the Organisation and the Director of the

Institute to arrange with the Director of the International Bureau of Education for such
co-operation to be provided in specific cases whenever possible."

The Swiss delegation was glad to note this first result. True, the resolution in question
merely indicated a line of collaboration, but there was every reason to believe that, faithful to
its working principles, the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation would firmly adhere to that
method. The ball had been set rolling. Practical results would certainly follow ere long.

As set out in the General Report on the Work of the League of Nations (Second Part,
page 49), the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation proposed, in accordance with the
suggestions of its Advisory Committee for the League of Nations, to begin by entrusting to the
Bureau certain enquiries on the connection between the teaching of modern languages and the
study of international relations. The Secretariat and the Institute of Intellectual Co-operation
had sent representatives to the Fourth International Conference on Education, which had met
in July last at Geneva, forty-two Governments participating.

That was only a beginning. However modest or timid it might be, it was a good augury
for the development of that collaboration which must necessarily grow up between the Paris
Institute and the Geneva institution, which possessed at the present date universally recognised
experience in educational matters. The methods of collaboration might form the subject of
further special study. That problem, a technical one, could not be dealt with in the Committee,
but he was sure that, with the spirit of international comprehension which was the rule in the
Intellectual Co-operation Organisation, a practical solution would be found that would satisfy
all the legitimate interests at stake.

The Swiss delegation desired, moreover, to emphasise the importance of the collaboration
which had been established between the Paris Institute and the other international institutions
dealing with intellectual rights-in particular, the International Bureau for the Protection of
Intellectual Property, the headquarters of which were at Berne. Switzerland had followed
and continued to follow with great interest the preparatory work for the Revision Conference
at Brussels and for the harmonisation of the Berne and Havana Conventions. She approved
the programme drawn up for this purpose by the International Committee on Intellectual
Co-operation.

1 See Official Journal, Special Supplement No. 130, page 30.
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M. KOHT (Norway) made a few brief remarks on two chapters of the report submitted by
M. Herriot.

First, he informed the Committee of what had been accomplished in the Scandinavian
countries in the direction of revising school text-books. Particular attention had been devoted
to the question of history text-books, and in Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden,
no text-book was issued which had not been previously submitted for examination to experts
in the other countries. This was of great interest, first, because it referred to history text-
books, the books that could, above all, be used to promote conciliation and understanding
between the nations, and, secondly, because this agreement had been reached between
neighbouring States. In this field, regional pacts could be appreciated, because it was a well-
established fact-at any rate, in the past-that most conflicts had sprung up between neigh-
bouring States. In the Scandinavian countries, the principle of mutual revision had been
adopted and all errors of fact were corrected, for it was obvious that, when the facts were
correctly given, the way was smoothed to mutual comprehension. Furthermore, the
principle had also been adopted that history text-books, when narrating a conflict between
two States, should describe not merely the national point of view but also the view of the other
party.

M. Koht's second observation referred to the chapter on the ethnographical and historical
collection concerning the origins of American civilisation. Being a historian himself, the
author of several works on American history, he welcomed this scheme with interest and
sympathy. He wondered, however, whether it was really within the League's province. In
matters of intellectual co-operation, the League should be careful to avoid trying to do too
many things. There were already in existence scientific institutions which, in his opinion,
would be better qualified to undertake this work. As no definite proposal had been submitted
as yet, he reserved his opinion on this point.

Finally, the Roumanian delegation had made a new proposal concerning the translation
of classics in lesser-known languages. He believed that this question had already been studied
by the Institute of Intellectual Co-operation but that hitherto no positive result had been
obtained. He thought, therefore, that this point should be taken up again, and he consequently
supported the Roumanian delegation's proposal.

M. ANDRITCH (Yugoslavia) associated himself, on behalf of his delegation, with those who
had paid a tribute to the Rapporteur, M. Herriot. He was sure that the intellectuals of all countries
would be deeply stirred by M. Herriot's words. He could not offer M. Herriot any better
thanks than by associating his name with the name of his country, France, and felt sure that
he interpreted the feelings of all delegations in requesting M. Herriot to express to the French
Government the Committee's gratitude for the services it had rendered to the League by so
generously bearing the largest share of the cost of the International Institute of Intellectual
Co-operation.

He assured the Committee of Yugoslavia's desire to collaborate and her sympathy with
this branch of the League's activity, which had once-and probably quite wrongly-been called
a secondary aspect of the League's work.

On behalf of his delegation, he supported the Roumanian delegation's proposal and
expressed a hope that it would meet with the same support and understanding from all the
members of the Committee.

General NEMOURS (Haiti) said that his little country was glad to give its fullest support to
the interesting proposal made by M. Levillier, Argentine delegate to the last Assembly,-
proposal to which M. Herriot had reperred-,in his chapter on the " Ethnographical and
Historical Collection concerning the Origins of American Civilisation ". He heartily agreed
with the Rapporteur's report, the documentary value of which he admired as representing
the lofty ideal of that great French statesman. In thanking M. Herriot, the smaller nations
and coloured races expressed to him their gratitude for the generous help they had always
received from him.

General Nemours might remind the Committee that, among the fine nations of which
Latin America was composed, all of Spanish or Portuguese origin, Haiti alone was of French
origin. She was attached to France by all the ties of blood, habits, customs and laws. Sheremained faithful to her French origin. She had just given new and striking proof thereof by
including in Article I2 of her new Constitution a clause to the effect that French was the only
official language and that its use was compulsory in all public services.

With Spain and Portugal then, here was another great European Power, France, which
should and would take the greatest interest in this ethnographical and historical collection
concerning the origins of American civilisation.

In order to assist the organising committee to the best of his ability, he was most anxious to
belong to it for two reasons: first, in order to represent his country, the only American State of
French origin, which endeavoured to maintain in the New World the lofty principles of French
civilisation by remaining faithful to the French intellectual and moral schools of thought. He
also desired to be a member on personal grounds, because he possessed a legacy that had been
added to by successive generations-a family collection of documents concerning France's
action in the West Indies, a complete collection that began even before the establishment of
France in Martinique, Guadeloupe and San Domingo, because it commenced with the Spanish
discoveries and colonisation and terminated in 1804 after the departure of the French consular
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troops, though there were also, even after that date, important documents bearing on the
subsequent period. He would be very glad to place the whole of this collection at the disposal
of the Institute of Intellectual Co-operation.

One simple observation would prove the importance of his collection. During the French
period of the Ancien Regime and that of the Revolutionary Assemblies, all the decrees,
decisions and ordinances concerning the French colonies had-with one or two exceptions-
been taken in respect of San Domingo and had then been extended to all the other French
colonies, so that at the origin of all French colonial questions, even at the present time, there
was a document referring to San Domingo. The San Domingo of yore was the Haiti of to-day.
Haiti, and he with his country, would be glad to make to the International Institute of Intellec-
tual Co-operation a contribution which might prove to be a far from negligible asset to the
ethnographical and historical collection on the origins of American civilisation.

M. KOMARNICKI (Poland) associated himself with the tribute paid by the previous speakers
to the Institute of Intellectual Co-operation and its Director. He thanked the Rapporteur,
M. Herriot, for his very lucid, individual and full report.

M. Komarnicki had for some years participated in the Sixth Committee's discussions on
the work of Intellectual Co-operation and he had wondered what was the real object of the
discussion. Documentation on that subject was so voluminous and the reports had been
prepared by such distinguished specialists that the members of the Committee were in amuch
more difficult position than those who dealt with other branches of the League's work. It was,
however, indispensable that the Sixth Committee, on which all schools of thought were
represented and where, in consequence, a general view could be obtained, should survey the
work of the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation and, after a detailed discussion, map out
the Organisation's future programme in such a way as to permit it to utilise to the best
advantage the means placed at its disposal in the general interest of the League.

When examining the reports before the Sixth Committee, he did not wish to devote too
much time to most of the achievements of the Organisation in certain fields, important as they
were. They gave cause for great satisfaction and were sufficient to justify the existence of
the organisation. In paying a special tribute to the work of the Institute in the more remote
parts of the world, he desired to draw its attention to those regions which were much nearer
Geneva and which, for the most part, remained outside the sphere of its activities. Hie was
thinking particularly of the north, centre and east of Europe, where, it must be frankly
admitted, the activities of the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation were little known. That
could not be regarded as a normal state of affairs. It might perhaps be useful to try and
discover the common factors of European civilisation and not to restrict the work, as regards
Europe, to the narrower region of Western Europe, which had been the practice hitherto. A
certain breadth of view was to be recommended, especially if the work of intellectual co-
operation was to become popular among all the Members of the League. That was why he
agreed with the Roumanian proposal concerning the publication of a collection of translations
of representative and classical works taken from the various European literatures, although that
proposal only dealt with one factor of the question which was much vaster and must sooner or
later claim the attention of the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation, if only in its own
interest. That would be a subject for the Conference of National Intellectual Co-operation
Committees, which, according to the report, was to be convened in Paris in I937. Preparation,
however, ought to be made for that Conference by arranging for more frequent intellectual
exchanges between the various parts of Europe, so that, when the Conference met, it might
find on its table a more detailed plan of the future work of the Intellectual Co-operation
Organisation, affording as much room as possible to the needs of certain civilisations which had
hitherto been practically neglected by that Organisation.

M. Komarnicki drew attention to the passages on bilateral and regional intellectual
agreements. Too little space had perhaps been given to that important branch of international
intellectual relations. Poland had gained special experience of that subject during the last
few years ; she had already concluded a number of private agreements and proposed to conclude
others. That method had been found to be extremely effective and had led to an increase in
the number of Chairs in universities devoted to the study of the languages and civilisations of
the contracting countries, to the organisation of study-tours, exhibitions and other demon-
strations. The method deserved closer study and it might be recommended to the special
attention of Governments. It could give better results than more general and vaguer
agreements containing ill-defined obligations, especially since, owing to the crisis, problems had
to be classified according to their importance and more ambitious but less urgent projects
relinquished. For all those reasons he was rather doubtful about associating himself with
the passage on page 4 of the report relating to bilateral and regional intellectual agreements.

M. Komarnicki was surprised that anyone could see any danger in an intellectual
rapprochement between two nations, and he could not share the uneasiness felt by the Intellec-
tual Co-operation Committee on that score. Nor did he see how certain advantages granted to
particular countries could be automatically extended to others, with which intellectual
rapprochement would be difficult, for various reasons on which he need not dwell. The
advantage of those agreements was that they brought the national administrations together
in an effort for a rapprochement between two particular civilisations. It was thus a better
form of agreement than multilateral agreements, in which the advantages accorded by the
contracting countries could not be so far-reaching.
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He entirely appreciated the difficulties in the way of the Intellectual Co-operation
Organisation. The only purpose with which he had offered these remarks was to encourage
it to persevere and to suggest new lines of expansion.

Count DE PENHA GARCIA (Portugal) had no fear lest he might weary his colleagues by
taking part in the discussion. The Sixth Committee was, in fact, practising real intellectual
co-operation. Each speech represented a contribution, and any speaker taking part in a
discussion based on a report as well drafted and as lucid as M. Herriot's could be certain that
he was doing something to promote a really valuable achievement.

The work of the Intellectual Co-operation Committee afforded him the utmost satisfaction.
He was convinced that the future held great things in store for it. The whole world had need
of comprehension and understanding among its choicer spirits.

The Levillier proposal was a matter for satisfaction, and he would make only a few
reservations with regard to the way in which it was proposed to give effect to it. Portugal had
certain magnificent material to contribute. The Portuguese had been the first to discover
North and South America. For his maritime training, Christopher Columbus, who had
discovered only Central America, had gone to school with the Portuguese. He had lived e and
married in Portugal, he had sailed on Portuguese vessls and his voyage of discovery had been
carried out according to the plans of the Portuguese.

Portugal had a quantity of duly classified records on the history of Brazil. There was a
history of the colonisation of Brazil, now in its third volume. The Ministry for Foreign
Affairs had instructed Mme. de Castro el Ameida, who belonged to the Intellectual Co-
operation Organisation, to edit certain records relating to the history of discoveries and their
development; the first volume had just been publised. The bibliographic works of the late
King Manoel also provided very valuable documentary material. Portugal would be happy
to take part in the work proposed by M. Levillier.

Count de Penha Garcia described Portugal's collaboration in the work of intellectual
co-operation and concluded by affirming his confidence in the future of the League's construc-
tive work.

Rai Bahadur Seray Mal BAPNA (India) said that India was deeply interested in the
important question of intellectual co-operation. She gladly received information on this
subject and it was to be hoped that, in the forthcoming reorganisation of education, the
question of international relations and the ideals and activities of the League would be included
in curricula throughout India. The new League of Nations Bureau at Bombay was a welcome
begining and he hoped that, with increasing co-operation from Indians, and increasing
support from the League, it would accomplish much effective work. He also trusted that
literature regarding the League would be more widely available in India in the future.

In his opinion, it was highly desirable that cultural contact should be established between
East and West. The ancient culture of India, its contribution to human knowledge in the
field of philosophy and religion, which provided an abiding lesson to mankind, was little known
in the West. A better understanding of modern India by the West could be realised by a
fuller study of the past culture of India. He recommended the setting-up of machinery to
ensure such study and the dissemination of accurate information to the people o the o West.

M. ESTELRICH (Spain) associated his delegation with the appreciative references made to
the numerous activities of the International Institute of Intellectual Co-operation. M.
Herriot had asked the countries most concerned to state the importance they attached to the
realisation by the League of the proposal for the investigation of one of the most fascinating
subjects in the history of the world and for the scientific collation of knowledge on the origins
of the American civilisation. Spain was intensely interested in that question and the Spanish
delegation had welcomed with enthusiasm the proposal submitted last year by M. Levillier,
which met a general scientific need. Every cultivated man had enthusiastically welcomed
that proposal, which would help to throw light on a historical event of the first importance,
productive of far-reaching consequences. Europe had undergone a change, its culture had
struck out in fresh directions, since the discovery of America. A work like that envisaged was
so vast that it could only be undertaken on an international basis. There was no question of
propaganda, but only of seeking the truth. Consequently, it was not merely from motives
of national pride or patriotism that Spain took an interest in the enterprise. It might and
would be one bond more between the American peoples and the European colonisers.

Spain had therefore welcomed M. Levillier's proposal with joy and gratitude. She was
following the preparatory work with interest. According to the reports of the International
Intellectual Co-operation Committee, the plan of the work submitted to the Assembly, as
regarded both its scientific and its financial aspects, could only be considered as illustrative
and provisional; it was to be examined afresh by certain authorities in the matter. Thus the
preparatory period was not yet terminated. The plan had been published too recently for the
specialists and scientific bodies in all countries to have had an opportunity to express a final
verdict and to form a definite judgment. The strictest precautions would have to be taken to
ensure complete success, both from the scientific and from the, so to speak, spiritual and
moral points of view.
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The Spanish delegation therefore considered that the studies and consultations undertaken
by the Paris Institute must be continued and that the Institute must receive the necessary
credits to enable it to carry on its work until the 1936 Assembly, to which it could submit
the final proposal. The latter should be complete and detailed, not only from the scientific
and financial standpoints, but also as regards the precautions to be taken to ensure moral
success.

Spain was enthusiastically in favour of the proposal and was prepared to make a financial
contribution towards it.

M. Estelrich congratulated the Argentine Republic upon having already arranged for the
Spanish edition of the Collection through the University of Buenos Aires. It was to be hoped
that each country concerned would contribute to the common work in so far as it could.

He passed next to another topic on which the Spanish delegation set great store. He
would not waste time explaining that the present crisis was bound up with what was, in fact, a
repudiation of the humanities. Civilisation-which consisted in conferring a supreme value
upon spiritual activities-respecting in man the common human factor and fostering the
liberty of the individual and, in particular, liberty of thought-was identified with the
humanities: that was to say, with the system of values bequeathed by Graeco-Roman letters.

There was therefore reason for raising the question, not only of the study, but also of the
international defence of the humanities. The different undertakings and congresses of philo-
logists and savants prosecuting that defence had already had substantial success. They were
obtaining a larger public. The question had now reached the stage at which it could be
removed from the exclusive consideration of experts to the more general consideration of
educationists. It was a subject of higher international intellectual policy.

It should be borne in mind that, in the history of the West, the high levels of civilisation
had been bound up with the cult of the humanities, while the periods of decline had
corresponded with its decay. It was known when and how civilisation declined, when and
how the peoples fell; but it was also known when and how civilisation gained strength and the
peoples rose.

To save the humanities meant to work for a kind of new classical renaissance; the
evolution of culture was a system of renaissances.

The higher minds in all nations had for half a century fought against the incompetent and
dilettante school of thought which desired to replace the humanities by spiritual anarchy.
The struggle had been carried on separately in each country. These associations of humanists
should unite to form a great international movement. If they could be brought together, they
would first have an opportunity of exchanging ideas on the defence of the humanities in the
various countries. That might then lead to the discovery of an effective weapon of defence in
internal educational policy.

It should also be borne in mind that there was no question of left-wing or right-wing
interests. The friends of tradition and order would be united by the humanities to the
friends of revived thought and liberty-new Italy, to solid England; France, the home of the
intellect, to a better and nobler Germany; the great American democracy, to the small
European nations.

There was no question of favouring any particular school. If the Spaniards, as a rule,
adhered to the Graeco-Roman tradition, this was due not so much to their southern tempera-
ment as to their consciousness of the common heritage ; it was because they believed that
Graeco-Roman thought was the most easily handed on, because it bore within itself a light
which could be transmitted to the whole world, because there had never been and would never
be any internationalism without the humanities.

Thus there was no exclusiveness, no intellectual monopoly in favour of the Graeco-Roman
humanities. M. Estelrich affirmed that they were indispensable, but he did not affirm that, in
the present state of culture, they were sufficient. For that reason, he urged that some plan
should be worked out for promoting knowledge of the Oriental classics. He would revert to
that point later.

For the foregoing reasons, the Spanish delegation submitted to the Committee the idea of
co-ordinating efforts for the study and values of humanity. It submitted no definite plan,
since it realised that there were questions which would have to be decided first-namely, the
definition of modern humanism, its development, etc. It left the field open for initiative.
For the moment, therefore, it was a subject for consideration and study, which the Spanish
delegation would like to see embodied and recommended in the report to the Assembly.
Obviously, the suggestions of M. Herriot, himself a great humanist, would be of special value.

M. Estelrich had no time to dwell upon all the work carried on in Spain in the field of
international scientific co-operation. He would merely mention a selection. During the
present year, the International University of Santander had been working and had brought
together distinguished scholars from all countries. The Congress of Bibliography in Madrid
had given an opportunity of seeing the abundant riches stored up in libraries and archives of
Spain. The organisation of the popular libraries in Catalonia, for instance, which, it was said,
were models of their kind, had been highly praised.

Numerous lectures had been given in Spain, especially at Madrid and Barcelona, by foreign
professors and scientists, and the universities were constantly calling in foreign scholars and
scientists, just as they had done in the best periods of European humanism.

In conclusion, the Spanish delegation wished to say a few words about the proposal just
submitted by the Roumanian delegate, the illustrious poet Ion Pillat, for encouraging the
dissemination of knowledge of the master-pieces of minor literatures-minor in the linguistic
and geographical sense, but possibly major by reason of the maturity, excellence and genius of
their productions. Apart from the four or five great European literatures, there were a
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considerable number of what might be called regional literatures, which formed an
unquenchable source of civilisation and spiritual wealth. They helped to maintain the style,
originality and fertility of spirit which found expression in diversity. It should be possible
to bring the most representative works of these literatures to the knowledge of readers who
knew only some of the great international languages. In this case also, there was no question
of local patriotism or propaganda. The Spanish delegation thought this was a means of
serving the noblest interest of the spirit which bloweth where it listeth without regard to the
powers of the material world.

The Chilian delegate, M. Rivas Vicufia, had aptly said that, in the sphere of the mind, the
size of a country, the number of its inhabitants and the riches of its territory did not count.

In addition to this collection of Western literatures, a collection of the main works of the
great Eastern literatures should not be overlooked, since knowledge of them was indispensable
to the modern humanist. These literatures formed the humanities of the East. The merits
of the Western humanities as a basis of existing civilisation were known and M. Estelrich
welcomed the suggestion made by the delegate of India. Nothing but advantage could accrue
from the development, in the spiritual sphere, of a mutual knowledge-which might perhaps
lead to recognition-of the two humanisms without which humanity was not complete.

M. TSIEN Tai (China) thanked the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation, on behalf of
his Government, for the valuable co-operation which it had continued to grant to China in
the field of education. He also thanked M. Herriot, the Rapporteur, for the kind remarks
which he had made about his country.

True international understanding could only be brought about by mutual comprehension
and esteem in intellectual and spiritual matters.

He had listened with great interest to the speech by the Indian delegate, and was greatly
attracted by his proposal. China, too, was as yet little known to the Western world. It had,
however, a literature dating back three thousand years and was rich in philosophical,
literary and artistic works. Quite recently, the Chinese Government had printed part of the
eighteenth-century manuscripts from the collection of the former Imperial library. More
than two thousand volumes, covering numerous branches of knowledge-in particular,
philosophy, literature, astronomy, medicine, mathematics, etc.-had been reproduced. The
Chinese Government had presented this collection to a number of big libraries in Europe and
America and to the library of the League.

In order to facilitate the researches of sinologists, China had created a Sino-International
Library at Geneva, which lent books to all countries, so that there was no need to come to
Geneva to consult them. It consisted at present of two hundred thousand Chinese books,
and all new Chinese publications were sent to it. It was unique of its kind in Europe. In
addition, it published a monthly review and an illustrated review, both of which aimed at
making China better known in the West. Moreover, China had sent thousands of students to
Europe and America, and would be very glad to obtain the assistance of the Intellectual
Co-operation Organisation in that matter. Indeed, by helping China to train young specialists
in modern sciences, the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation would be doing really useful
work for the future relations between the West and the Far East.

M. GOMEZ (Mexico) had noted with great interest the resolution adopted by the fifteenth
Assembly regarding the publication, by international scientific co-operation, of a collection
of original works on the indigenous culture of America and on the history of the New World.

The Mexican Government attached the greatest importance to the work of the Institute
of Intellectual Co-operation, and although economic difficulties-on which hewould not dwell
-had not hitherto enabled it to make a special grant for the cost of publications, it had not
failed to encourage, as far as it could, the research work by men of letters and archaeologists
whom the Institute would have to consult on Mexican history in order to make a complete
success of the job proposed by M. Levillier.

Mexico had on several occasions been represented by Mexican writers on the Publication
Committee of the Ibero-American Collection, whose advice had been requested by the Director
of the Institute of Intellectual Co-operation with a view to appointing a committee of American
scholars to draw up the scientific scheme of the work. One of these writers, with the assent of
the Mexican Legation in Paris, was studying the possibility of a French translation of certainworks which were essential for the comprehension of Mexican customs, literature and art
during the nineteenth century.

Since 1824, when the National Museum of Archaeology, History and Ethnography of
Mexico had been founded, the Government had endeavoured to promote the study of the
subjects mentioned by M. Levillier in his provisional plan for the ethnographical and historical
collection. It would be difficult to enumerate all the steps taken for this purpose by the
competent Mexican authorities; he would merely mention some of the publications which had
been printed at the cost of the RMexican Government, and would point out that, in most cases,
the Administration had made grants towards the research work and the payment of salaries tothe investigators entrusted with editing the works in question.

In the sphere of archaeology, he would emphasise the importance of the albums published
by the Ministry of Public Education, especially " Architectonic Studies of the Mayas Ruins of
Yucatan and Campeche "; " Present State of the Archaeological Monuments of Mexico ", etc.;
and the' Native Codex of Oaxaca ", which had been published at the instance of the NationalArchives.,
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As regards the period of the great discoveries and territorial exploration, the same
archives had also printed a number of works, including " The History of the Missions of the
Sonora and Arizona ", written at the beginning of the eighteenth century by Father Eusebius
Francis Kino; "The Explorations of the Sonora ", drawn up at the same time by Captain
John Matthew Mange; and the accounts of the travels of Captain Jose Tienda del Cuervo and
of Father Vincent Santa Maria on the " Colony of New Santander ", now the State of Tamaulipas.

As regards the development of arts and sciences during the vice-regal period, he would
merely mention the six volumes on the " Churches of Mexico " and the work on the " Iron-
works and Blacksmiths of Puebla ", published at the cost of the Ministry of Finance, which
had decided to publish two important folios, with abundant illustrations, on the " Ancient
Pottery of Puebla"; under its patronage, one of the most famous art critics of Mexico was
preparing an important " History of Ancient Painting in Mexico ". Mention should also be
made of the two albums published by the National Museum under the title "Mexican
Architecture ", and the two others in which the same museum had collected documentary
material of capital importance on " The Ancient Royal and Pontifical University of Mexico"

These were merely a few titles from among several hundred books, all of which were of
real interest. It should be added that these works, in spite of their high cost of production,
had been widely distributed to the libraries of various countries, to the scientific institutions
whose work was connected with the subjects in question, and to very many specialists in
America and Europe.

As regards the interest shown by Mexico in the dissemination of the historical knowledge
to which the American collection would be devoted, he recalled the important loan made by
the National Museum to the Exhibitions of Pre-Columbian Art organised some time ago in
Paris by the Society of the Friends of Art, and the display, at the Chicago Exhibition in I933
and in a number of large towns in the United States, of objects found at Monte Alban as a
result of explorations carried out by archseologists in Government service, inparticular, M. Caso.

The foregoing facts were proof of the sympathetic attention devoted by Mexico to the
research work of scientists and historians.

As Mexican delegate to the Assembly, M. Gomez had hastened to transmit to his
Government the texts and documents which the Secretary-General had communicated
regarding the proposed ethnographical and historical collection. The Mexican Government,
always faithful to its policy of giving the greatest possible support to studies of the kind
proposed by M. Levillier, had authorised its delegate to state that Mexico would make a
financial grant to the scheme.

He would not conclude without paying a tribute to the distinguished Rapporteur,
M. Herriot, and would also request him to convey the gratitude felt by Mexico to the French
Government for the support which France had given to the work of intellectual co-operation.
He would like, at the same time, to congratulate the Director of the Paris Institute.

M. CASARES (Spain) had nothing to add to M. Estelrich's statement of the Spanish
Government's views on intellectual co-operation. After the speech by the Swiss delegate,
however, he would like to refer to one point concerning the method of work. M. Oeri had made
various remarks regarding the conference convened by the International Bureau of Education
at Geneva, and M. Casares endorsed those remarks. The Swiss delegate had also spoken of
the co-operation initiated between that Bureau and the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation.
This had been recommended in the previous year in the Sixth Committee, all of whose
members would be glad that it had been established on the basis of a resolution adopted by the
Executive Committee of the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation on the proposal of M. de
Reynold.

M. Casares had been sent by his Government to represent it on the Conference on Public
Education, of which he had been elected President. He was therefore able to speak from
personal experience. The Conference had discussed the question of the training of elementary
and secondary teaching staff. This problem was connected with many of the questions dealt
with in the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation, which had been represented at the
Conference by observers.

The Swiss delegate had quoted a concrete case of co-operation between the Paris
Institute and the International Education Bureau, in connection with the teaching of modern
languages. M. Casares was sure that very satisfactory results would be achieved in this sphere
and would constitute an encouragement to still closer co-operation. There was another sphere
in which this co-operation might be fruitful. The Paris Institute had just published a volume
of international pedagogic bibliography, and proposed to publish others in the future. The
International Education Bureau also published every three months a very complete bulletin
of pedagogic bibliography. Here, therefore, was a possible sphere of co-operation which
deserved to be studied. The International Education Bureau had been asked by other
organisations of the League to undertake enquiries, particularly on the extension of the school-
age. This latter enquiry had been successfully completed, and M. Casares wondered whether
an agreement could not be concluded, regarding the collaboration between the Intellectual
Co-operation Organisation and the International Education Bureau, on the lines of that which
was being studied in connection with the International Council of Scientific Unions.

In making this proposal, M. Casares was speaking as a former member of the Intellectual
Co-operation Committee. He had belonged to that Committee at a time when, after many
years of work, it had been called upon to define its task-namely, to define intellectual co-
operation. He remembered that this task. had been summed up by M. Destr6e in the words:
" Service and stimulation ". In .other words, the. :task of the Organisation was to offer its
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services to institutions already in existence, to facilitate their work, to co-ordinate their
efforts and never to undertake a task already assumed by others. It was on these lines that
M. Casares suggested that more effective collaboration should be arranged between the two
institutions of which he had spoken.

M. DE VELICS (Hungary), after associating himself with all the tributes and congratulations
addressed to M. Herriot and to the Director of the Institute, wished, first, to say that his
Government and intellectual circles in Hungary had been glad to see among the new members
of the Committee Mme. Cecile de Tormay, the distinguished Hungarian novelist and critic, all
of whose work served the high ideals championed by the League in its efforts to achieve
international co-operation between the peoples.

Hungary supported the Roumanian delegation's proposal and welcomed the idea of
creating a collection of the classics of countries possessing a language of a regional character.

Among the chapters of the French delegate's admirable report, M. de Velics' attention
had been particularly attracted by that relating to " Conversations " and " Open Letters ".
The Intellectual Co-operation Committee had organised several most interesting " Conversa-
tions " last year, including one at Venice and one at Nice. The programme of forthcoming

Conversations " was not yet known, but M. de Velics was sure that his Government and
public opinion in his country would be delighted if the Hungarian capital were chosen for one
of those " Conversations ".

Budapest, a city full of movement and life, with its scientific, literary and artistic
associations and its intellectual public keenly alive to all that was beautiful and great, offered
a splendid centre for such a demonstration.

The subject which M. de Velics would like to suggest for such " Conversations ", without,
however, anticipating the Committee's discussions, had already been referred to in eloquent
terms by M. Estelrich, delegate of Spain, champion of the campaign in favour of the
humanities. This theme would be in close harmony with the traditions of Hungarian thought.
The fate of classical culture, which had for centuries been the basis of Hungarian civilisation,
was nowadays a matter of concern to the best minds. It was said that the teaching and
appreciation of the Greek and Latin languages and literatures was passing through a severe
crisis. Personally, he considered that the secondary and higher teaching and thought of
several nations were returning to their classical origins and that it was truer to speak of a
veritable renaissance of the humanities. In response to M. Estelrich's suggestion, M. de
Velics therefore proposed "The Humanities" as the subject of the " Conversation" at
Budapest, at the same time signifying Hungary's wish to see the League take an interest in the
international state of the humanities, which were the common source of thought and the
eternal link between civilised peoples.

A discussion of the value of classical studies at the present time would certainly arouse the
greatest interest and would attract a large number of scholars to the proposed " Conversation "
There could be no doubt that the Governments of every country would be glad to know what
the most distinguished thinkers had to say, under the auspices of the League, on this much
discussed subject. A report summarising the speeches made in the course of such a "Conver-
sation " would certainly be of widespread importance.

Such an undertaking would, moreover, develop and extend the links already existing
between the Intellectual Co-operation Committee and Hungary, which would continue to give
proofs of her devotion to this great work.

Mr. BRUCE (Australia) congratulated the Rapporteur on his complete, interesting and
informative report on the work of the Organisation. It was generally recognised that the
Organisation's work was of the very greatest value: there was nothing that could do more to
bring about a greater measure of understanding between the peoples than closer intellectual
relations. Australia wholeheartedly supported the work that was being done, and he was
glad that that was the general attitude taken up by all the delegates.

In Australia, the most important and valuable part of the work was held to be that of
inculcating into the youth of the nations a better understanding of other nations and of the
aims and objects of the League. That task was being actively pursued in Australia. Lectures
were given in all the schools on international relations, and articles dealing with the same
subject were published in school magazines, books and other periodicals that were read by the
children and youth of the country. The Committee could rely upon the educational authori-
ties in Australia to pursue that work still further.

With regard to the wider aspect of intellectual co-operation, there was a National
Committee at Canberra, which would always be ready to co-operate with the Organisation.

While the Australian Government was in complete sympathy with the proposal to prepare
and publish an Historical and Ethnographical Collection dealing with the origins of American
civilisation, it could not possibly agree to any suggestion that the League itself should expend
any money on this scheme. This also applied to the proposal for the publication of a collection
of translations of classical works chosen from various European literatures. The Australian
Government believed that the publication of these collections would be a valuable contribution
towards a better understanding between nations, but felt that such work should be financed by
voluntary contributions from the interested Governments, from educational bodies in their
respective countries, and from private individuals. In view of the League's present financial
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difficulties, he felt that, even if there were only a small difference of opinion as to whether theproposed collections were a suitable object for League expenditure, it was undesirable thatthe question should be brought forward. In view of the principle involved, the Australiandelegation, even if it were alone in doing so, would feel compelled to vote against any requestbeing made for financial assistance from the League in favour of that particular object.

M. ZALDUMBIDE (Ecuador), after paying a tribute to M. Herriot's report and to the workof the Institute of Intellectual Co-operation, so efficiently-directed by M. Bonnet, referred tothe collection concerning the origins and characteristics of Ibero-American civilisation. Hewished to associate himself with the remarks made that morning, and particularly with theinformation given on certain essential points by M. Parra-Perez, a distinguished historian, whowas well aware of the necessity of circulating historical truth as widely as possible, this beingthe best means of ensuring mutual knowledge between peoples. The League should considerthe Levillier proposal from the standpoint of deliberate and disinterested rapprochement.They should desire, rather than fear, the creation of this precedent, and hope that the proposalwould be crowned with success. America was not the only part of the world which wasentitled to think that its past was misjudged or ignored, a past so characteristic that itcontinued to influence its present. Other parts of the world should endeavour to come closertogether in the same manner, through the splendid instrument of co-operation provided by theParis Institute under the auspices of the League.
This undertaking on behalf of American ethnography and history would perhaps take along time to carry out, but it was perfectly practicable. To take a suitable decision, adistinction must be made between the support which could be expected from the League, fromthe administrative point of view and from that of the direction of studies, on the one hand, and

thefinancial aspect, on the other. Obviously, the League could not pay the costs of publication.That was the duty and the privilege of the countries, institutions and Governments mostclosely concerned.
M. Zaldumbide hoped that all the American countries would follow the example alreadygiven by some and would contribute, as far as their means permitted, to the funds required.Ecuador would not fail to do so and had already taken decisions in that connection. He had

every confidence in the small committee of specialists that would fix the final plan and thedetails of execution of this eminently desirable undertaking, which constituted an example tobe followed. It would not aim at propaganda, but at discovering the unbiased truth.

M. STOYANOFF (Bulgaria) wished to thank M. Herriot for his valuable report on theIntellectual Co-operation Organisation, which he supported. He also approved the draftresolution submitted, on the previous day,' by the Roumanian delegate but covering a widerscope, including " a collection of translations into one or more of the world-wide languages ofrepresentative classical works from the literatures of the various European regional languages ".

M. PAPADAKIS (Greece) could not help responding to the Spanish delegate's appeal formore attention to the humanities. As representative of a country whose present culture was
based on that of the classics, and whose language showed an uninterrupted development
since the time of Homer, he wished to associate himself with every effort of co-ordination
undertaken in defence of humanism. But he thought he was true to the Greek sense of modera-
tion in declaring himself in agreement with his Spanish colleague that, at such a difficult time
when the activities of the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation covered such a wide and
fruitful sphere, they should only advance with circumspection. It was already a great source
for satisfaction that the question had been raised in this Assembly by the representative of one
of the most brilliant inheritors of the Graeco-Roman spirit. The question could be thought
over at leisure, so that, at one of the Assembly's forthcoming sessions, it might be ripe enough
for the submission of more concrete proposals. What greater honour could there be than
that those proposals should be submitted, when the time came, by M. Herriot ? Meanwhile,
the Hungarian delegate's very interesting suggestion opened up an excellent sphere of work.

Passing from ancient to modern civilisation, M. Papadakis entirely agreed with the
Roumanian proposal. Some of the work of the Greek poet Costis Palamas had been translated
by French, English or Italian admirers, but he was unknown to the great international public,
although he was reputed to be the greatest poet of the present time. The realisation of the
Roumanian proposals, by throwing the limelight of the League on the writers of the small
nations, would give them the place which was their due in the literary family of the world.

M. COSTA DU RELS (Bolivia) recalled that last year he had supported M. Levillier's
proposal with regard to the publication of a collection of works aimed at making known
throughout Europe the historical evolution of the countries of Latin America.

In reply to the observations of the delegate of Australia, M. Costa du Rels said that he
would ask his Government to give financial help to the work of making the history of South-
American civilisation more widely known.

This collection, which represented a task of historical synthesis rather than analysis,
would supplement the Hispano-American collection which was in course of publication, and
on which M. Bonnet and M. Braga were to be congratulated.

1 See page 34.
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All this served to strengthen the spiritual bonds with Latin America, which had of late
passed, so to speak, into desuetude, owing to the fact that America, now with the vanguard of
classicism, was weary of Gongorism, that forerunner of symbolism, and was seeking to return to
the magic of natural kindliness and to the delight in tears which characterised the poets of
the revolution. The strengthening of these bonds had now become urgent and was no longer
dictated only by sentiment, but also by reason. It had become all the more urgent in this age
of the radio and pfast aeroplanes, in which, when men were so closely and, indeed, violently
linked together by mechanical means, one tended to forget that the gap between the external
world and the things of the mind had not been reduced by one inch. Fantasy was still
active and men no longer received "the reward that follows thought, a long gaze on the calm of
the Gods ... "

Whatever might be said, books remained the slow but sure means, not, as might perhaps
be imagined in the present instance, of dominating the minds of others, but of developing
mutual knowledge. Their supremacy must therefore be upheld.

As a result of what he felt to be a happy chance, M. Costa du Rels had been called upon
to become a member of the Permanent Committee on Arts and Letters. If in the general way
the use of the word "I" should be avoided, it should be avoided all the more in a meeting such
as this. Perhaps, however, the secret of the special quality which at the preceding meeting
M. Rivas Vicufia had attributed to M. Costa du Rels was to be found in his love of truth.

At the last gathering which took place at Nice, where the Committee on Arts and Letters
received the generous hospitality of the town of Nice and of the Centre of Mediterranean
Studies, M. Costa du Rels had had occasion to speak of a certain falling-off in culture in general,

especially in America. He had felt compelled to do so after reading a letter sent from Zurich
by Thomas Mann. This heartrending appeal from a noble mind denounced the impoverished
culture of -our days, which was being falsified by a wave of materialism and machine-
mindedness; the morbid pursuit of pleasure by the masses, the supremacy of muscle, the
ridiculous affectations of writers seeking popularity at all costs, exaggerated advertisement by
means of a shallow literature, and the exaltation of imagination and the senses to the detriment
of true culture.

M. Levillier and M. Rivas Vicufia had therefore come forward at an opportune moment
with proposals for strengthening, without resorting to the sensational methods deplored by
Thomas Mann, this fellowship of minds, which was so necessary to culture as a whole.
M. Costa du Rels was glad to associate himself, therefore, with the desires expressed by his
colleagues, who had thus borne witness, in so striking a manner, to the interest of the overseas
countries in cultural questions. These countries were now at the crossroads and their choice
was fraught with most serious consequences; the wind of materialism was blowing from the
West, while from the North came the Machine God, descending to earth, not gently as light, but
with a whirr of engines, both bearing with them alluring ideas which gained a hold on the
minds of youth and were likely to produce strange and dangerous views of so-called culture,
unless youth received in time some wise guidance which would set it on the right path.

The proposal for organising, in view of these conditions, tours of a certain number of men
of culture in the countries of Latin America would certainly meet with material difficulties, but
it was to be hoped that the Governments of those countries would collaborate effectively in the
scheme. On the one hand, there would be published certain works by American authors and
a bibliographical index, the need for which had become increasingly felt, in order to make
clearer the work of all humanists and students, and, on the other, groups of specially chosen
men would meet in the capitals of America, so as to learn from the lips of American writers and
thinkers themselves the real features of the present culture of that continent.

Further, as the delegate of Spain had just said, research on questions concerning the
humanities, which was so important, could be achieved by organising, for instance, a tour of
members of the William Bude association of Paris.

Latin-American culture was, moreover, partly known in Europe through the attractive
works of Ventura Garcia Calder6n and Gonzalo Zaldumbide, both of them delegates to the
present Assembly, and also by translations of works, as impressive as they were original, of
Galvez, Carlos Reyles, Gabriela Mistral, Arguedas and the amazing Eustacio Rivera, who had
met with so untimely a death.

If the saying of Paul Valery, " America is the most wonderful invention of the European
mind ", were not merely a flight of fancy, it was to be hoped that, in the near future, it would
be possible to set sail for America, in order to see whether Europe might not now be discovered
there.

Mr. TE WATER (Union of South Africa) testified to his country's sincere interest in the
work of this important organisation and endorsed the general expression of gratitude to the
Paris Institute for its practical assistance in supporting the cultural activities of the League,
and to M. Herriot for adding prestige to the movement by so generously undertaking the duties
of Rapporteur. The South-African people had a cultural heritage which could be traced back
directly to three great European races--the Dutch, the French, and the English-,and for this
reason, if for no other, the work of intellectual co-operation had found a ready and sincere
response in South Africa.

Nevertheless, as six thousand miles of sea separated the South-African people from Europe,
a movement of this kind, with its far-reaching ideals, must, if it were to be of real value, be
brought home to distant peoples by direct and personal contact. The despatch of vast
documentation to their Governments was not in itself sufficient. Documents, however great
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their intrinsic interest, were too easily pigeon-holed by some official, possibly made irritable bytheir number and diversity. It was with that thought in his mind, and having also had thefortunate opportunity of meeting last year, at Cape Town, the members attending aninternational Congress organised by the New Education Fellowship, that he had been able toarrange to have extended to a distinguished member of the Intellectual Co-operation Section acordial invitation to attend that Congress.
The result of the visit had been in every way admirable. As a consequence of thejudicious enlightenment of an interested public opinion by M. Kullmann, a South-AfricanNational Committee on Intellectual Co-operation had been formed and was now at work.The obvious sincerity of the debate, to which Mr. te Water had listened with growinginterest, had convinced him that he should make a determined effort to ersuade hisGovernment to accord its active support to the movement which had now, through the energy

(and enterprise of the Secretariat, been so well launched in his country.

M. MARAINI (Italy) associated himself, on behalf of his delegation, with the proposalssubmitted by the delegate of Roumania and the delegate of Spain.

M. HERRIOT (France), Rapporteur, was glad to note that the discussion had been, as allwere agreed, an extremely interesting one. For his part, he had learned a great deal, and hefelt that, as Rapporteur, he had received much more than he had given. He must, therefore,
ask the members of the Committee to accept his thanks.

A great many observations had been presented on the proposals submitted by theRapporteur, which he had endeavoured to make as clear as possible. One proposal inparticular had been discussed at length; that of M. Levillier. Certain reservations had beenmade with regard to it, but all the members of the Committee had shown their interest in it.The first steps had, indeed, already been taken to carry it into effect, and in this connection theCommittee must express its gratitude to the great and generous University of Buenos Aires forthe contribution it was already making to this work. It was to be hoped that its examplewould be followed by other institutions. The Rapporteur would, in any case, with theassistance of the services of the Institute concerned, draw up the scheme of work.Certain new suggestions had been made which were not contained in the report. It hadbeen proposed, for instance, that the civilisations of the West should be made betteracquainted with the civilisations of the East. A great deal of work had already been done bylearned men in the West to spread a knowledge of what was most important, and indeedindispensable, to know regarding the culture of certain Eastern countries, such as India. Theproposal was one which might bear extremely valuable results, and the. Rapporteur, whobelonged to the country in which Burnouf had been born, would bear it in mind and woulddo everything possible, in order that this suggestion should be fully considered.
It had also been suggested that a kind of anthology should be compiled of the literature ofthose countries which their representatives had themselves described as the" lesser countries "a description which M. Herriot did not accept. Greatness could not be assessed by the size of acountry any more than by the length of a work.
The Rapporteur had kept in mind the suggestion of the delegate of Roumania, supportedby the delegate of Greece, who, in mentioning, for instance, the name of Costis Palamas, hadgiven expression to an idea which all the members of the Committee had in mind. Thatproposal also would be examined.
Lastly, one of the most important features of the discussion had been the hymn sung tohumanism, which was so old and yet so young. All those members of the Committee whosecountries more especially derived from the Greek and Roman civilisations-and there weremany of them-had listened with pleasure to this affirmation of the need for the ancienthumanities, if not of their all-sufficing character. Nobody would assert that their influencehad been limited to certain countries. Everyone knew that the humanities had contributed tothe culture of all. In this connection, M. Herriot wished to say how interested he had been inthe statements made by certain delegates who had spoken of the civilisations of the East or theFar East. It was, indeed, a philosopher of the Far East who had given one of the bestdefinitions of culture. "Culture ", he had said, "is what remains in our minds to guide andinspire us when we have forgotten all else ". Thisinterpretation of the wisdom of the ancients,and of the study of the humanities, coming as it did from a man who, geographically speaking,was external to the world in which that culture had arisen, showed the universality of culture,seeing that perhaps the best definition of it was given by an Oriental.
Other suggestions had also been made to the Committee. It had been proposed thatdiscussions should be held on the humanities, and that in the different countries the series oflectures on certain special subjects should be continued. In particular, the Institute hadreceived an invitation from Hungary, which would be carefully considered. Budapest was atraditional centre of culture, and Hungary had always taken the greatest interest in the march

of ideas. Some of its publications and some of its writers were widely known. The Institute
would be glad to bear in mind this attractive proposal.

In conclusion, M. Herriot said that, in drawing up his report, he would present all theideas that had been put forward, while endeavouring to strike a personal note. These ideaswould find expression in resolutions which would be submitted to the Committee within afew days.
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SEVENTH MEETING.

Held on Saturday, September 2Ast, I935, at 10.I5 a.z.

Chairmanl: Mr. DE VALERA (Irish Free State).

21. International Assistance to Refugees: Proposal of the Norwegian Government:
Adoption of the Report of the Sub-Committee.

M. MOTTA (Switzerland), Rapporteur, commented on the report submitted to the
Committee.

The Sub-Committee that had been appointed to examine the Norwegian proposal
consisted of fifteen delegations; it had had three meetings and its report was the outcome of
an honest compromise. Opinions had differed but they had been expressed quite frankly.
In the end, all the members of the Sub-Committee had reached an agreement, and he hoped
that there would also be unanimity in the full Committee.

The Norwegian delegation was to be congratulated on having submitted the question of
refugees and their relief to the Assembly. Everyone recognised that the problem merited
fresh consideration and that such a study should be made by a committee of qualified and
independent experts, consisting of not more than five and not less than three members. The
Committee should be appointed by the Council, which had at its disposal a credit of 5,500
Swiss francs for the work. The Council would note the proposals made by the experts, and, if
it thought that speedy and unilateral action was necessary, it could take such action. On
the other hand, if there were no great urgency, the Council would refer the question to the next
session of the Assembly. In any case, the Assembly would be informed of the action taken.
It would therefore have another opportunity of discussing the problem.

This solution, which accorded certain powers to the Council, though leaving the last word
with the Assembly, was the result of a compromise, which might be described as reasonable and
felicitous, that had been reached by the Sub-Committee.

There were two other important points in the report : the first was that the League ought
not to enter into any financial commitments above and beyond the present credits. The
reasons had been explained to the Sub-Committee, and they could be summarised in two
words: crisis and economy-economy rendered necessary by the crisis. On that point also
the proposal submitted to the full Committee was the result of a compromise between two
contrary opinions expressed in the Sub-Committee.

The second point was the following: Should the League extend its protection to any
categories of refugees other than those to which such protection was at present granted ? The
juridical nature of the two existing Offices was different. The London Office had been created
by the League of Nations, but had been immediately dissociated from the League in circum-
stances of which all were aware. The Nansen Office, which had been in existence for several
years, was more directly attached to the League. It appeared that, for the moment, the
categories of refugees who directly or indirectly enjoyed League protection should not be
increased. The Norwegian delegation did not entirely concur with that view. In the Sub-
Committee, it had been agreed that no extension should be authorised. Nevertheless, a
reservation was made regarding the future, as would be seen from point 4 of the report.

During the discussion in the Sub-Committee, the Latvian delegation proposed that
Governments should be asked to assimilate and absorb, as far as possible, the refugees residing
in their territories. At the same time, it suggested that Governments should be asked to
support and encourage the, in many cases, admirable work of private organisations. He had
undertaken to tell the Sixth Committee that that proposal had been made: it deserved the
sympathy of the whole Committee and of all the States Members of the League. It had not,
however, been included in the report, because it had been thought that these two concepts of
assimilation and the activity of private organisations were foreign to the strict subject of the
discussion. The Latvian delegation had, however, stated that it would be satisfied if its
suggestion were mentioned in the Minutes of the Sixth Committee.

Obviously, the ideal solution of the refugee problem would be that there should no longer
be any refugees. While hoping for the best in the future, present efforts should be limited to
essential matters. He was convinced that the work of experts would, perhaps, indicate new
paths which the League would not hesitate to tread, if it seemed that, thereby, it could achieve
its purpose. The best course, therefore, would be to wait and see.

M. KOHT (Norway) reminded the Committee that his Government had submitted to the
Assembly two closely connected ideas concerning assistance to refugees. On the one hand, it
had proposed that the League should extend its assistance to all categories of refugees that had
come into being from the time of the world war down to the present day. It had felt that it
was not fair to draw a distinction between different categories of refugees and " stateless "
persons, based on their origin, race, political convictions, etc. It simply proposed that the
League should grant protection to all those unfortunate persons who, voluntarily or involun-

1 See page i4.
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tarily, had left their countries and thus lost their nationality and protection by their national
authorities. The purpose was a humanitarian one ; but such action would also be very useful
to ensure the normal development of all those nations which had been affected by the startling
increase in the numbers of refugees.

The Norwegian delegation had met with resistance arising from various considerations,
so that, for the present, it seemed impossible to secure agreement among all the members of
the Sub-Committee. He bowed before the fact ; but he was convinced that the considerations
underlying the Norwegian proposal would gather increasing force in the near future, in view
of the human tragedies and social evils which were the result of present conditions. He
predicted that the Members of the League would shortly reach an agreement with a view to
completing the work that had been commenced so successfully. Accordingly, the Sub-
Committee's report reserved the Assembly's right to take up, at a later date, the proposal
which had been temporarily rejected.

The other proposal of the Norwegian Government concerned the co-ordination, or, as an
alternative, the centralisation, of the international work of assistance to refugees, at present
being carried out by two separate offices, one of which was outside the control of the League
and did not even benefit by the League's powerful support.

With a view to preparing that central organisation, he had proposed the appointment of
a small committee of experts consisting of not less than three and not more than five members
to study the most effective administrative methods for the creation of such a central organisa-
tion. The proposal had been accepted by the Sub-Committee. He was glad of that, because
he hoped that thus real progress would be achieved. He could not foretell what would be the
result of the committee of experts' discussions ; but he hoped they would lead to a concentration
of effort which would be very useful, not only from an administrative point of view, but from
the point of view of the refugees themselves.

In order to express his idea as a concrete suggestion, he would like to see the London
High Commissariat brought directly within the framework of League institutions, so that the
refugees entrusted to its care would enjoy the same legal and moral advantages as those now
under League protection.

When the League's work had been extended by reorganisation on those lines, it might be
developed until it became simply a work of assistance for refugees and "stateless " persons in
general, without any discrimination or prejudice.

Although that principle had not been accepted for the moment, he did not regret having
laid his Government's proposals before the Assembly, because he thought it important that
the refugee problem should be kept in mind. As long as that problem continued to exist, he
would ask the League to display continued and active sympathy.

M. BERENGER (France) said that his delegation associated itself with the very clear account
given by the Rapporteur and would vote in favour of the conclusions of his report, since the
latter harmonised the duties of the League with the present financial situation. France could
not increase the burden of her taxpayers, who were already crushed by the weight of tax upon
tax. She did not, however, wish to evade the moral obligations imposed upon her by the
existence of all these exiles, outlaws, " stateless "persons and " antis " who were the veritable
flotsam and jetsam of recent human revolutions.

France knew by experience all the difficulties of the refugee problem. Since I914, she
had received more than 300,000 of them in her territory, coming from Italy, Russia, Poland,
Germany, Austria and even from the Far East. Faithful to her century-old traditions of
hospitality, she had not only received them but had made arrangements for their succour.
France had provided food, lodging, school and medical assistance and, finally, work. In
short, she had treated them as if they had been her own citizens. All that work had been
accomplished by the joint action of private initiative and the public authorities. The money
collected, amounting to several tens of millions, had been employed exclusively on behalf of
the refugees, as the administrative costs, in the strict sense of the term, had been reduced to
almost nil-less than a few tens of thousands of francs. France hoped that her example would
be followed by the League of Nations.

The great thing to be avoided was a series of super-structures of administrative and
professional philanthropy, which, on the pretext of concentration, co-ordination and
supervision, swallowed up hundreds of thousands, or even millions, of francs that would be
more usefully employed in feeding, housing, sheltering and transporting the hapless refugees
themselves.

The League should also be careful to avoid any semblance of proposing, by incautious
anticipation of public generosity, a veritable bounty on the multiplication of all these
wanderers whom recent social or national upheavals had scattered throughout the world.
Nothing could be more undesirable than that the League should encourage the proliferation
of these pleiads of unattached individuals, whose real need was to be reclassified and gradually
reintegrated into their original surroundings. French opinion held that the refugees connoted
a disordered state of affairs which ought not to be perpetuated; its existence ought not to be
perpetuated by the creation of a permanent bureaucracy. It should, on the contrary, be
regarded as a transient disorder; it should be dealt with as speedily as possible by the least
ostentatious methods, by allowing private charity (which had shown itself fully equal to the
task and deserved the gratitude of the League) to play its part.

It was because M. Motta's report met those views that France readily adopted, its
conclusions. The French delegation would therefore vote the recommendation to the Council,
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to nominate a small committee of enquiry, subject to the express reservation that no further
large sums should be budgeted for and that the decision to liquidate the Nansen Office be
maintained according to plan.

M. VOUGT (Sweden) said that, during the discussion which had taken place in the
Committee a few days previously, he had, on behalf of his delegation, supported the Norwegian
Government's proposal. He also agreed withthe remarks made at the present meeting by the
first delegate of Norway, and strongly urged that the committee proposed in the report should
be appointed as soon as possible, in the hope that it would be able to undertake and complete
its work at the earliest opportunity.

Viscount CRANBORNE (United Kingdom) said that, as a member of the Sub-Committee
which had been set up to consider the question, he was satisfied that the report before the
Committee represented the greatest measure of agreement which it was possible to obtain in
regard to the method of dealing with the difficult and distressing problem of refugees. That
so complete a measure of agreement had been reached was, indeed, very largely due to the
tact, patience and personal charm of M. Motta, to whom the Committee owed its most grateful
thanks. An enquiry had been instituted and, in the opinion of the United Kingdom
Government, that enquiry should be prosecuted with thoroughness. and rapidity, for the matter
was one which did not brook delay.

The report of the Sub-Committee was adopted (Annex Ia).

22. International Assistance to Refugees: Appointment of a Rapporteur to the
Assembly.

M. MOTTA (Switzerland) was appointed Rapporteur to the Assembly for the question of
international assistance to refugees.

23. Dispute between Bolivia and Paraguay: Adoption of the Draft Report and
Resolution.

M. DE VASCONCELLOS (Portugal), Rapporteur, in submitting his report, emphasised that
-all the negotiations had been conducted in accordance with the League's recommendations and
would be continued under the auspices of the League.

General NEMOURS (Haiti) said that his Government was particularly gratified to note the
suspension of hostilities and the agreement concluded between Bolivia and Paraguay, because
it had itself signed, without having recourse to any intermediary, an agreement of the same
kind with the neighbouring State. In the course of a visit by the President of the Republic
of Haiti to the. President of the Dominican Republic, it had been agreed to ask the President
of the United States of Mexico to put that example before the two South-American nations
parties to the conflict, in the hope that it would encourage them to compose their differences.

He had been very astonished to read that the treaty which was to be signed would be
drawn up in three languages: Spanish, English and Portuguese. Had those languages been
chosen because the negotiators belonged to countries whose language was English, Spanish or
Portuguese ? It would be a deplorable precedent if treaties had to be drawn up in the
language spoken by the negotiators. Moreover, it was much to be regretted that the
diplomats of Latin America, whose delegates had, on the previous day, defended the humanities,
should thus exclude the French language. General Nemours considered that in whatever
language a treaty was drawn up, it should be understood that the authentic text was the
French text. Such a decision would obviate any difficulty in regard to its interpretation. In
support of his contention, he mentioned the Ucciali Treaty, the text of which had been
communicated by Italy to all the Powers. According to the Italian text, Article I7 read as
follows:

" His Majesty the King of Kings of Ethiopia consents to make use of the Italian
Government for negotiations which he may enter into with other Powers or Governments."

When it had been informed of that-ilnterpretation, the Government -of the Negus at once
protested, stating that in the Amharic text the term used was not " consents to " but " may ".
It was obvious that if the treaty had been drawn up in the French language those divergent
interpretations would not have occurred, as either the term "consents to " or the word " may "
would have been used. French had taken the place of Latin as the universal language of
diplomats on account of its clarity, precision and abstract nature. As it had retained all
those qualities, he failed to see why it should no longer be used. He therefore submitted those
observations to the Rapporteur in the hope that they would be taken into account and that, in
accordance with custom, diplomats would revert to French, which would always be regarded as
the authentic language. .

M. DE VASCONCELLOS (Portugal), Rapporteur, replied -that the League could not intervene
in regard to the procedure of a completely autonomous Conference, but he felt sure that the
members of the Sixth Committee would bear in mind the eloquent plea of the delegate of
Haiti on behalf of the French language.
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M. COSTA DU RELS (Bolivia) strongly approved of the views expressed by the delegate of
Haiti, which he himself shared. He was convinced that the Bolivian Government would bear
in mind General Nemours' observations, and he hoped that, in the near future, for diplomatic
instruments drawn up in South America, the French language would be used.

As regards the report, he noted that the Advisory Committee retained its powers. He had,
therefore, no objection to voting in favour of the report.

The CHAIRMAN said that, as Chairman of the Committee set up by the Council in I932
when the dispute between Bolivia and Paraguay first came before it, he could associate himself
very particularly with the resolution with which the report concluded. He sincerely hoped
that the dispute and the unhappy circumstances which had attended it would pass quickly and
completely from the active memory and consciousness of the two nations concerned. He also
trusted that, from the favourable circumstance of the cessation of hostilities, a final settlement
of all the outstanding issues between the two countries would result.

The report and draft resolution were adopted (Annex 4).

24. Dispute between Bolivia and Paraguay: Appointment of a Rapporteur to the
Assembly.

M. DE VASCONCELLOS (Portugal) was appointed Rapporteur to the Assembly for the question
of the dispute between Bolivia and Paraguay.

25. Mandates: Adoption of the Draft Report and Resolution.

M. LANGE (Norway), Rapporteur, submitted his report and draft resolution.
The following corrections should be made in the report:
The last sentence of the third paragraph which, in the draft text, reads as follows:

"On financial grounds, the delegates of France, the United Kingdom and Belgium
were definitely averse to this suggestion"

should be redrafted as follows:

"On financial grounds, the delegate of France made specific reservations to this
suggestion, at any rate for the present."

It was true that the delegates of the United Kingdom and Belgium had also made certain
reservations, but those reservations referred to the general ideas propounded by the Rappor-
teur to the Committee concerning the development of the mandates system. The delegate of
France alone had raised objections to the proposal for new credits.

In the second place, the closing phrase of the first sentence of the sixth paragraph, which
now read:

... its attitude towards the movement to incorporate the mandated territory in
the Union"

should be amended to read as follows:

. ..its attitude towards the movement in the mandated territory for incorporation
in the Union."

General NEMOURS (Haiti) said that M. Lange, in his statement to the Committee on
September i8th, had stated that " for Togoland, under French mandate, and Dahomey, a
French colony, common administrators had been appointed". M. Bastid had already explained
the matter very clearly. The inhabitants of Togoland were delighted at that reform, which had
been effected in their own interest and in order to prevent new fiscal burdens from being
imposed on them; it had never been the intention of the mandatory Power to incorporate the
mandated territory of Togoland in the neighbouring colony of Dahomey. The Dahomans
residing in Paris had themselves expressed their satisfaction to General Nemours. He had it
from a reliable source and from the mouths of natives themselves that the administrative and
financial autonomy of Togoland under French mandate had been scrupulously respected. The
inhabitants had every reason to be pleased with the reform in question, as they would thereby
obtain, to an ever-increasing extent, the numerous advantages-humanitarian, economic,
political, social, etc.-enjoyed by the natives in French colonies.

As he was speaking on behalf of a black Republic, he took the opportunity of saying how
grateful his fellow-citizens were to France for the manner in which she treated the coloured
peoples entrusted to her care. Her example should be followed because, in addition to
ensuring economic prosperity and order, France raised, not only the moral, but also the
intellectual status of the native. She held out to him a friendly and helping hand to assist
him to scale more quickly the ladder of human civilisation. That was why natives of whatever
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colour and whatever community regarded France as the great Power that had respected her
obligations, not only towards the coloured peoples entrusted to her as a mandatory Power, but
also towards the League of Nations,

M. LANGE (Norway), Rapporteur, had listened with interest to the observations made by
the delegate of Haiti. He was well aware of the admirable work of colonisation carried out by
France and agreed with what General Nemours had said on that subject. In the whole history
of civilisation, he did not know of any better example of comprehension of the natives'
mentality than that afforded by the French colonisers.

The report and draft resolution were adopted (Annex 5).

26. Mandates: Appointment of a Rapporteur to the Assembly.

M. LANGE (Norway) was appointed Rapportezur to the Assemtbly for maendates qpuestions.

27. Slavery: General Discussion.

Viscount CRANBORNE (United Kingdom), in introducing this subject, said that last year
the United Kingdom Government had raised the question of slavery in the Sixth Committeel
with special reference to the first meeting of the Advisory Committee of Experts on Slavery
which was then pending. The Committee had since met and published its report,2 and the
United Kingdom Government thought it proper that the Assembly should take note of the
work of a body which had been set up to advise it on questions relating to slavery. The
report was a very useful piece of work and it contained much valuable material; it also
contained a very large number of requests for information. There were, moreover, some
omissions. It seemed a fair deduction that the Committee had been hampered in its task by
the lack, in some cases, of adequate documentary material upon which to work. In the opinion
of the United Kingdom Government, this clearly demonstrated the desirability of an
extraordinary session of the Committee next year; that was also the view expressed in the
report adopted by the Council in May. He hoped there would be general agreement in the
Sixth Committee that such a meeting was really essential. The first report represented an
introductory phase; its aim was to explore the ground ; only in the light of further material
and of the information for which it had asked could the Committee give authoritative advice,
and it was important that the League should have this advice as soon as possible.

It was therefore eminently desirable that, at its next session, the Committee should not be
allowed to suffer again under the disability of lack of information. The Committee, as at
present constituted, could only take cognisance of information supplied to it by Governments,
and unless Governments would respond to the requests for information on particular points
made by the Committee and would transmit sufficient material, the Committee could not do
the work which it had been set up to do.

It would be remembered that Sir John Simon and the representative of Spain had expressed
anxiety as to the restricted scope of the Committee's mandate when its rules were adopted by
the Council in 1934.3 The United Kingdom Government felt very strongly the importance of
obtaining, in every case, full information on the subject. At the same time it recognised the
prematureness, at present, of putting forward any proposals for the alteration of the
Committee's powers. An observation which the Committee itself made in its covering note to
the Council should not be forgotten. It stated that: " Even if its documents had been received
earlier, and if some of them had been fuller and more specific, it might still feel some doubt as
to whether it could have performed its task any more satisfactorily with the aid of such addi-
tional information ". The Committee added that: " It had not yet had sufficient experience to
put forward any specific proposals on this point ".

He quite recognised that any alteration in the Committee's terms of reference could
only be made in the light of experience and that the Committee had, after all, not been long in
existence ; but he did most strongly urge that the Committee, at its next session, should carefully
consider how far it was able to perform effective work within the limits of its present rules.

The Committee already had power under Article I7 of its Rules of Procedure to submit to
the Council proposals for amendments to those rules when these had been approved by at least
four members of the Committee. Under this power, it should be possible to facilitate the
proceedings of the Committee. Even with such alterations, the Committee might find itself
too greatly restricted to perform effective work. In that case, the mandate given to the
Committee by the Assembly might have to be reviewed at the next session of the Assembly.
But an opinion on this point could, in his view, only be formed in the light of the Committee's
own experience.

There was, perhaps, one direction in which some change might be made at once. A study
of the present situation would show that the Committee could not take cognisance of
legislation, Government publications and even of any League documents that had appeared

\See Official Journal, Special Supplement No. I30, page 70.
2,Document C.I59.M.I13 .1935VI.
3 See Official Journal, February I934 (Part I), page I51.
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prior to I934. This appeared to be an oversight, for it seemed somewhat absurd that such
documents should be available to everybody except the Committee to which the League had
entrusted the examination of the subject which the Sixth Committee was now considering.

Lord Cranborne hoped that his observations would be duly examined both by Governments
on whose co-operation the work of the Committee at present depended, and by the Committee
itself at its next session, for he had made them in the sole desire that a body which had been
set up to discharge an important humanitarian duty should not be crippled in its work.

M. BERENGER (France) understood that the United Kingdom delegate wished the powers
of the present Committee to be extended and was anxious that an extraordinary session should
be held in the coming year. Was that merely a recommendation or was it a draft resolution ?
In any case, what was to be the procedure ?

The CHAIRMAN suggested that the point raised by M. Berenger should be dealt with at the
end of the general discussion.

M. BERENGER (France) added that France had no objection to Viscount Cranborne's
proposal. In view of the tribute that had just been paid to France's colonising efforts by
General Nemours and M. Lange, he need not stress that point. Whenever it was desired to
combat slavery, France would be ready to follow the path mapped out by the French
Revolution, the Abbe Gregoire, the National Convention, the Minister Victor Schoelcher-
M. Berenger's predecessor as the Senator for Guadeloupe-and the National Assembly of 1848.
It was the revolutionary and republican tradition in France that all men were equal, that race,
colour and religion made no difference and that human equality was at the root of all civilisation.
That was the foundation on which French society had been established since I789. The Third
Republic had been proud to apply it in all the five continents, so far as it was concerned.

The French delegation had no objection, therefore, to an extension of the powers of the
Advisory Committee set up to deal with the question of slavery. He would, however, draw
Viscount Cranborne's attention and the attention of all his colleagues to the dangers-to use a
term he had already employed-of a " proliferation. " of appeals. If the Governments respon-
sible for the administration of large overseas territories were deprived of the right to reply to
the questions put to them, the door would be opened for the pressure of private interests. In
certain of their overseas possessions the colonial Powers had often found themselves confronted
with material interests of an extremely dangerous character which, under cover of
humanitarianism and philanthropy, took advantage of the so-called freedom of the natives to
combat the authority and order which should prevail in a well-constructed colonial empire
such as that of Great Britain, for instance, or-he might add- of the French Republic.

He therefore wished to make the following reservation : without desiring to deny private
associations the right of appeal to the League, he would draw the United Kingdom delegate's
attention to the future drawbacks of a procedure consisting in the setting-up of certain
periodicals or private associations against the responsible Governors-General, Residents and
Administrators. The High Commissioners present would appreciate that point.

It was now proposed to hold a new session of the Advisory Committee. While he had no
objection to that proposal, he wished to make a reservation in regard to its financial aspect.
It was true that the question exceeded the Sixth Committee's province, but the Committee
had approved of his previous reservation regarding costly and ostentatious superstructures
He did not wish to revert to that matter, but neither did he wish French taxpayers, who felt
that they were being crushed by taxation, to say that further expenditure had been incurred
by the League. He had been sent by his Government to the Assembly as a Senator, as
President of the Foreign Affairs Commission and as Rapporteur to the Finance Commission
and he was therefore in a position to know what were the grievances of all Frenchmen-
peasants, workmen and intellectuals alike-at the present time. The burdens by which they
were being crushed arose from different sources, among them the League's budget to which
France was called upon to contribute her share.

For those reasons he would urge Viscount Cranborne, who also realised the necessity for
budgetary economies, since his Government had introduced a financial reform, not to open the
door to new and excessive expenditure. M. Berenger had already succeeded in saving 20,000

francs in the Sub-Committee for Refugees, and if he could help to save money on the present
occasion also, he would be glad for the taxpayers' sake.

Sir Denys BRAY (India) said that obviously the Advisory Committee of Experts had
conducted its work under difficulties. Nevertheless, he felt that, even if the Advisory
Committee's report were its only outcome, the Sixth Committee might well congratulate itself
on the part it had played in setting it up.

The report was full of interest and value. It contained much of interest for the
anthropologist, for the hideous institution of slavery was deep-rooted, not only in the earliest
history of man, but in the history of many a civilisation. The mere publication of the report,
with the wide publicity that the League could give it, was in itself a notable contribution to
the gradual abolition of slavery and the like. It was even possible that in publicity the
League might find the most powerful remedy.
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The practical suggestions contained in the report were weighty, the more so because of
its temperate tone and disarming candour in the recognition that even slavery, which at its
worst was mankind at its worst, in its later lingering manifestations among backward peoples,
was not always solely to be viewed through Western spectacles or interpreted in Western
terms. The references on this score in the report reminded him of two experiences twenty-
five years previously, when he was engaged in taking the census in Baluchistan and working
in the most backward part of Kalat, in a large tribal area under the rule of a chief whose
marauding exploits had carried his name into three nations. The chief had refused to allow
the census to be taken on the grounds that his tribesmen would rise against him if he consented.
The chief died, however, and as the heir was a mere boy, the authority over the tribal area
passed to his guardian, the commander-in-chief, who was a slave. Thanks to his greater
enlightenment and his absolute authority over the tribal freemen, the census had for the first
time been taken. To Western ears, here was a hopeless contradiction in terms-absolute
authority over life and death in the possession of a man whose nominal status was that of
slave.

In another instance a tribal chief, thinking himself to be at the point of death, sought to
earn spiritual merit by liberating his slave. The chief, however, recovered, and the slave
sought every means to be taken back in his former status. From long experience among
Muslims, the speaker had imbibed a profound respect for Islam and he greatly welcomed the
recognition in the report of Islam's constructive contribution to the reform of slavery.

Reprobation of slavery was doubtless implicit in all great religions, but not the founder of
every religion had given explicit expression to that reprobation or laid down rules for reform.

India was always chary of signing anything she could not carry out to the letter, and she
had therefore been constrained to make a reservation when ratifying the Convention. This
reservation related to two distinct areas and two distinct classes of difficulties. On the one
hand, there were the constitutional difficulties, which still remained, arising out of the relation-
ship of the Government of India to the States in their internal affairs, and on the other, there
were the practical difficulties arising from large inaccessible areas on the confines of India cut
off by nature from all contact with Indian life and administration.

He regretted that the report had reached his Government too late for him to receive
instructions on it. From his first-hand knowledge of the subject, however, he could say that
were the analogy, which the Committee sought to draw between the Hukawng Valley and the
Triangle, on the one hand, and those frontier areas, on the other, complete, the Government of
India would no doubt proceed to clear up the one as it had cleared up the other.

Unfortunately, the analogy was hopelessly misleading. The areas in Burma in which the
Government of India, by expeditions, had been successful in abolishing slavery were entirely
different from the distant, sparsely populated, inaccessible and disease-laden areas which still
remained. Nor had they been included in the reservation. Moreover, remembering the toll
of life and the increased expenditure resulting from the expeditions and the resultant
administration, he doubted whether the Advisory Committee fully appreciated the difficulties
overcome or the sacrifices made. He was not optimistic enough to believe that the Government
of India could embark on a series of expeditions spread over many years, or that the scourge
could be finally cleared within the near future. Rather he looked forward to the gradual
erosion of these areas with the slow, inevitable march of civilisation.

The continuation of the discussion was adjourned until the next meeting.

28. Application of the Assembly Resolution of October 11th, 1933, concerning the
Simplification of the Assembly Procedure, to the Following Reports: (a) Inter-
national Assistance to Refugees ;(b) Dispute between Bolivia and Paraguay;
(c) Mandates.

The Committee decided to apply to the reports it had just adopted the procedure whereby the
discussion in plenary session would be dispensed with, and requested its Chairman to communicate
this decision to the President of the Assembly.
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EIGHTH MEETING.

Held on Monday, September 23rd, I935, at Io.I5 a.m.

Chairman: Mr. DE VALERA (Irish Free State).

29. (a) Settlement of the Assyrians of Iraq; (b) International Assistance to Refugees:
Communication from the Chairman of the Fourth Committee.

The CHAIRMAN read the following letter from the Chairman of the Fourth Committee,
dated September 21st, I935.

Translation.

"I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of the communications you addressed to
me on September Igth and 2Ist, in which you were good enough to transmit the reports and
resolution adopted by the Sixth Committee concerning the settlement of the Assyrians of
Iraq and international assistance to refugees.

" I would inform you that the majority required under Article I6a of the Financial
Regulations having been secured, the reports and resolution have been referred to the
Supervisory Commission for study and report.

(Signed) Savel RADULESCO."

30. Intellectual Co-operation: Adoption of Resolutions concerning (a) Tours of
Educationists; (b) Relations of the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation
with the International Council of Scientific Unions, and Reference to Fourth
Committee.

The CHAIRMAN said that, as these two draft resolutions would involve appropriations,
there had been some danger that, owing to the fact that the Rapporteur, M. Herriot, had
unfortunately been compelled to return to Paris, the relative requests would not reach the
Fourth Committee within the specified time-limit for the submission of such requests. He
had, therefore, written to the Chairman of the Fourth Committee and had received the
following reply, dated September 2Ist, I935.

Translation.

"I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your communication of September
2Ist concerning two possible requests for additional appropriations in connection with
the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation.

"As the Sixth Committee has not yet been able to reach a decision in the matter,
the Fourth Committee has only been able to note your communication, and has decided
that it will immediately consider the action to be taken in respect of these proposals as
soon as they have been definitely adopted.

(Signed) Savel RADULESCO."

He proposed that a decision concerning these two resolutions should be taken immediately.

M. PATIJN (Netherlands), though fully realising the utility of these proposals, did not
think they were so urgent as to make it indispensable that credits should be provided for them
in the I936 budget. In view of the present circumstances, the Netherlands delegation felt
bound to reserve its view on this point in the Fourth Committee. It would, therefore, abstain
from voting in the Sixth Committee.

M. LANGE (Norway) asked whether the proposal was in order--in other words, whether it
had been submitted within the specified time-limit.

The CHAIRMAN said that he was informed that the proposals had been made within the
statutory time and were quite in order. The Assembly had opened on September gth, so that,
as fifteen days were allowed, the time-limit only expired on the 24 th. There was also the
letter from the Chairman of the Fourth Committee indicating that the question had been
examined, and would be taken up again when a decision had been reached by the Sixth
Committee.

M. LANGE (Norway) first assured the Committee that it had always been the policy of the
Norwegian delegation to ensure the normal development of an institution like the League. It
had always endeavoured to consider proposals, and in particular requests for appropriations,
from the objective standpoint of their utility. In the present case, the Norwegian delegation,
which had every sympathy, in principle, with. the first proposal, felt serious doubts in
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connection with the second. Subject to these remarks, he felt bound to point out that the
question had come up for discussion one hour earlier than had been foreseen. As a result, he
had not been able to get into touch with the head of his delegation, who dealt with intellectual
co-operation questions. Moreover, a considerable number of delegations were, at that
particular moment, absent from the hall, in particular, the French, which had taken up a very
definite position with regard to the extension of credits. For all these reasons, he made au
absolute reservation regarding the attitude his delegation would adopt when the question
came up before the Fourth Committee.

M. BONNET, Director of the Institute of Intellectual Co-operation, was sure that the
Rapporteur, who had desired to submit these questions to the Committee at that meeting, but
who had unfortunately been obliged to leave Geneva, was as fully alive as the Norwegian
delegate to the difficulty of asking for credits at the present time. But, like the Netherlands
delegate, he thought that the financial aspect of the question would be studied with particular
authority by the Fourth Committee and that what the Sixth Committee was asked to pronounce
upon was rather the merits of the proposals.

He could only explain the views of the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation, which the
report had echoed, and which attached very great importance to these two proposals. The
Organisation's programme, as explained a few days previously to the Sixth Committee, was to
a very great extent carried out by the Institute of Intellectual Co-operation, which, within the
limits of its present budget, could not undertake any additional work. Hence, the only
possible solution was to add two credits-and very small credits-to the budget of the
Secretariat.

The first would allow of the organisation of study-tours of educationists, similar to those
which had been organised by the Health Organisation. In the first year, these tours would
probably be made in the United Kingdom, since that country had made a very great effort in
the teaching of international questions. A certain amount of experience had been gained in
connection with these tours, because a mission of Chinese educationists had travelled
throughout Europe two years previously under the auspices of the Intellectual Co-operation
Organisation. The mission had been everywhere well received, and its tour had not proved
expensive. A small sum had, however, to be provided for the secretarial side of such tours.
That was why the Intellectual Co-operation Committee asked for an appropriation of io,ooo
francs in the League budget for I935I-936.

The second question was more important still. As the Committee had been told several
days previously,l the question was one of establishing within the Intellectual Co-operation
Organisation a balance between the exact and the humane sciences. The exact sciences
possessed an admirable organisation-namely, the scientific unions-which grouped all scientists
throughout the world, the connecting-link being the International Council of the Unions, with
its headquarters in London. It was this Council itself which, at its last session, had asked
that the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation should aid it in carrying-out the considerable
amount of work that devolved upon it. That was a proposal of first-class importance from
the point of view of the development of the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation, which
endeavoured to promote liaison between all the intellectual forces of the various countries.
But, in order to enter into direct relations with the Council of the Unions and to hold certain
indispensable meetings with the Council, the competent section of the Secretariat required an
appropriation Being convinced that he was interpreting the wishes of M. Herriot and the
Intellectual Co-operation Organisation, he strongly urged the Committee to agree to the
principle of a slight addition to the League budget.

The CHAIRMAN said that the reservations of the Norwegian and Netherlands delegations
would be recorded in the Minutes. If the Committee adopted the resolutions, it would simply
mean that it regarded the proposals contained therein as desirable, provided that the Fourth
Committee granted the necessary credits.

The draft resolutions were adopted (See Annex 6) and transmitted to the Fourth Commtittee.

3I. Slavery: General Discussion (continuation).

M. SANDLER (Sweden) reminded the Committee that, during the general discussion in the
plenary Assembly, 2 he had offered a few observations on slavery. He had pointed out that the
special attention at present being given to this problem should be utilised to intensify the
League's efforts for the abolition of slavery wherever it still existed. He was glad to note that
the problem had been laid before the Sixth Committee. It was desirable that the Committee
should retain complete freedom to discuss the problem and take decisions, if necessary.

In view of the present situation, he did not, however, propose to initiate a detailed and
specific discussion of any particular case.

There were obvious reasons for not doing so at the moment. With regard to the region to
which all eyes were now turned, the Sixth Committee was, of course, aware that the Committee
of Five had just put forward certain suggestions for the performance of the task entrusted to it

1 See pages 77 and 80.
2 See records of the fifth plenary meeting of the Assembly.



by the Council.l There was reason to believe that the problem of slavery, forming part as it
did of a vaster whole, had received serious consideration. The suggestions of the Committee
of Five had not been made known to the Members of the League. For his part, he would not
wish to express any opinion until he had all the facts before him. He was doubtful, therefore,
whether the Sixth Committee could, for the present, and to any good purpose, examine the
problem in detail or take any definite steps. There was reason to suppose that the Council was
contemplating more effective action on the part of the League with a view to abolishing
slavery.

He would therefore merely emphasise the great interest which his delegation took in the
League's work in this domain. That work should, he thought, be continued unremittingly and
effectively. The Swedish delegation was, in principle, in favour of strengthening the body
which the League had appointed to examine the problem and whose terms of reference seemed
to him to be far too limited. Those terms had, indeed, been drawn up with extreme circum-
spection. As a make-weight to all the restrictions they contained, it had even been necessary
to include a definite clause to the effect that the Committee was entitled to make use, in its
enquiries, of the special knowledge of its members. He supposed that the members were
entitled to add to and complete that knowledge. In any case, it would be a step forward if
the Advisory Committee were allowed to meet more often than once every two years.
Accordingly, he associated himself with the opinion expressed on this subject by the United
Kingdom delegation and was entirely in favour of the proposal that the Advisory. Committee
should hold an extraordinary session.

M. LOUWERS (Belgium) noted that the Advisory Committee had only held one real
working session. He was among those who thought that the results it had attained were very
encouraging and augured well for the future. Its report was a noteworthy achievement. In
this connection, he associated himself with the tribute paid to it by the delegate of India.
The report contained many highly interesting facts and suggestions which would be of great
utility in enabling the League to push forward towards the goal of total abolition. The experi-
ment had therefore been very satisfactory. In any case, there was no ground for concluding
that the Committee's terms of reference should be revised forthwith. The Committee, after
all, possessed wide powers, at least as wide as the widest hitherto accorded to the various
bodies set up within the League.

He drew attention to one of these powers. The Slavery Committee's Rules of Procedure
(Article 13) expressly provided that it should study, on the basis of documents supplied or
transmitted to it by Governments, and on the basis of the special knowledge of its members,
the facts and institutions mentioned in Article i of the Convention of I926 and their role in the
social system. This clause enabled the Committee to utilise a quantity of facts and
information which need not necessarily have been transmitted or communicated to it by
Governments. It enabled the members of the Committee themselves to obtain information
concerning the state of evolution of slavery and its various forms.

In any case, he urged the Sixth Committee and the whole Assembly to exercise the very
greatest caution in taking up the question of the Advisory Committee's terms of reference.
Such prudence should be prompted, not by any wish to hamper work in which all countries
took particular interest, but by the desire to avoid weakening the principles on which the whole
of the League's organisation was built up. The Sixth Committee should take care, therefore,
to refrain, in this matter of the Advisory Committee's terms of reference, from adopting any
resolution which might compromise the future. The question should remain open. He
thought that the League could rely on the wisdom and common sense of the Slavery Committee
and on the great competence of all its members. It was also to be hoped that the Advisory
Committee would continue to work in that spirit of detached objectivity which had guided the
work of its last session.

Mr. CREMINS (Irish Free State) associated himself, on behalf of his delegation, with the
other speakers who had praised the work accomplished by the Committee of Experts. The
Government of the Irish Free State had felt some misgivings when it had learned that that
Committee was to consist exclusively of representatives 'of colonial Powers, and that the
Committee's only material would be that supplied through Governments. It had feared that
this arrangement might seriously restrict the effectiveness of the Committee's work. However,
the doubts felt had been dispelled to a considerable extent by the work achieved.

The Irish Free State delegation hoped that the Committee would make full use of its right
to address requests to Governments for information on the position in their territories with
regard to slavery and that the Council and the Assembly would keep a vigilant watch on the
replies received. The measure of public support of the League was to-day as great as at any
time, and the Assembly should bring all the moral authority which it derived from that
support to bear upon the States where slavery, whether legal or not, still existed. It was to
be hoped that the Governments of territories adjacent to those places would regard it as a
solemn duty to transmit to the Committee all possible evidence bearing on the slavery situation
n the regions concerned.

1 See document C.3 79.M.191.193 5.VII.



62 

The Irish Free State Government entirely agreed that the Committee of Experts should
meet again the following year. It felt that the Assembly should not hesitate to adopt the
attitude that the right of the League of Nations to intervene in the internal affairs of its
Members should not be so intangible as to constitute a bar to the complete abolition of slavery.
It was convinced that public opinion would never admit that domestic sovereignty might be a
reason for refusing the assistance offered by the League in this sphere. By keeping public
opinion informed of its action or the causes of its inaction, the League could play an important
part and could retain the confidence of public opinion-the source of its greatest strength.

Count DE PENHA GARCIA (Portugal) said that his delegation was prepared to approve
the Council's request for credits to permit the convening of the Slavery Committee in 1936. It
was comprehensible that certain circumstances might make it necessary for the Council to
convene this Committee.

Examining the report which the Slavery Committee had submitted in April of the current
year, he reviewed briefly the history of the question and reminded the Sixth Committee that
the Committee on Slavery had been created by the Assembly in I932 and that the Assembly
had clearly defined its constitution, functions and powers. Its first report was very interesting,
containing as it did a great deal of information and numerous suggestions concerning the
problem of slavery. If many Governments had not supplied information, that was because
they had nothing fresh to say. For instance, the Portuguese Government, which had, in 1932,
sent in an important report on these questions, had thought it unnecessary to repeat itself.
In any case, the Portuguese Government would probably wish to make some observations
after reading the report, because it desired to help in the study of the question, even though
no slavery existed in any part of the Portuguese colonies.

He congratulated the members of the Slavery Committee on the energy they had displayed
in the discharge of their task and, in particular, Sir George Maxwell's study of the Mui Tsai.
He paid a tribute to the United Kingdom Government's efforts to put down slavery.

With reference to the observations concerning a possible extension or modification of
the Slavery Committee's rules, he thought that the decision of the I932 Assembly, which was
the result of long discussion, should be final. It would be very undesirable to make any
changes in the rules. He agreed with the similar opinions which had been expressed on this
subject by several delegations.

32. Slavery: Appointment of a Rapporteur.

M. SANDLER (Sweden) ewas appointed Rapporteur for the question of slavery.

NINTH MEETING.

Held on Wednesday, September 25th, I935, at io.I5 a.m.

Chairman: Mr. DE VALERA (Irish Free State).

33. Intellectual Co-operation: Adoption of the Draft Report and Resolutions.

M. HERRIOT (France), Rapporteur, submitted his draft report and resolutions on
Intellectual Co-operation.

Viscount CRANBORNE (United Kingdom) wished to make a general comment on the
resolution, which contained a number of proposals, one of which required expenditure by the
League in the present year, and others which might call for contributions in the future. While
these proposals were impeccable in themselves and might be of real value from the point of
view of international understanding, it was necessary to consider the factor of finance. The
League had a great deal to do and not very much money to do it with. His Majesty's
Government in the United Kingdom would feel obliged, in making its decision on individual
proposals, to bear in mind the general financial situation and the wide extent of objects to
which the League budget must extend.

There was one other observation of detail in respect of a later resolution which he would
make when that resolution came up for consideration. Apart from these small points, the
United Kingdom Government welcomed the report and fully appreciated the work accomplished.

M. RIVAS VICUNA (Chile) thanked the Rapporteur for having taken into account his
observations concerning the representation of South-American States in the Intellectual
Co-operation Organisation. He felt bound, however, to point oult an omission in the chapter
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of the report headed " Conversations and Open Letters ". He requested the Rapporteur to
be good enough to add to the second paragraph of that chapter a reference to the fact that he
had urged the desirability of developing intellectual relations between Europe and America
by means of " conversations and open letters".

M. HERRIOT (France), Rapporteur, said that that would be done.

M. DE VELICS (Hungary) thanked the Rapporteur for having mentioned in his report the
Hungarian delegation's proposal that the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation should be
invited to hold a forthcoming " Conversation " at Budapest. The proposal had already been
welcomed in the Hungarian Press, and M. de Velics hoped that, at the next ordinary session
of the Assembly, he would be able to report to the Committee on that " Conversation '.

The Committee then examined the various draft resolutions, some of which, mentioned
below, gave rise to comment.

3. Collection of Ethnographical and Historical Works on the Origins of American Civilisation.

M. ESTELRICH (Spain) said that his delegation entirely approved the -text of the resolution.
He felt bound, however, to offer an observation on the last paragraph of the chapter of the
report that dealt with the question. It would be more correct to make the last line of that
paragraph read: ". . . with all the details clearly indicated and with all preparations and
guarantees for its immediate execution ".

M. HERRIOT (France), Rapporteur, replied that his intention had, in fact, been to express
that thought. The Intellectual Co-operation Organisation simply desired to be able to submit
next year a general plan of work, a draft budget and, if possible, a first volume as a specimen.
But no public action would be taken that might commit the League before authorisation
had been obtained.

After an exchange of views, the Committee decided to omit in the last- paragraph of the
chapter in question the words " and that the execution of the work will, if possible, have
already been begun "

6. Relations of the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation with the International Council of
Scientific Unions.

Viscount CRANBORNE (United Kingdom) said that, for the reasons which he had already
explained, he was obliged to abstain from voting on this resolution.

VM. PATIJN (Netherlands) said that his delegation would also abstain.

7. National Committees on Intellectual Co-operation.

Viscount CRANBORNE (United Kingdom) proposed that, in paragraph 2 of the resolution,
the words "requests the Governments to facilitate. . ." should be replaced by the words
" expresses the hope that the Governments will facilitate... .

M. HERRIOT (France), Rapporteur, accepted the amendment.

The report and draft resolutions were adopted, subject to the above-mentioned amendments
and reservations (Annex 6).

34. Slavery: Adoption of the Draft Report and Resolution.

M. SANDLER (Sweden), Rapporteur, submitted his draft report and resolution. He
added that his task had been greatly facilitated by the fact that, during the general discussion,
no formal proposal had been laid before the Committee. The discussion had, however, shown
clearly the great interest taken in the League's work for the abolition of slavery, work to
which the Advisory Committee of Experts had made so noteworthy a contribution. Finally,
he had taken into account the various divergent views which had been expressed as to the best
manner in which the League's work could be continued.

The draft report and resolution were adopted (Annex 7).

35. Slavery: Appointment of a Rapporteur to the Assembly.

M. SANDLER (Sweden) was appointed Rapporteur to the Assembly for the question of slavery.
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36. International Assistance to Refugees : Financial Aspect of the Question: Amend -
ment of the Report to the Assembly.

In the absence of M. Motta (Switzerland), Rapporteur, the Chairman caused the following
note to be read:

"The Sixth Committee adopted a report' providing for the meeting of a committee
of persons competent to study international assistance to refugees.

" In order to enable this Committee to meet, a request was made for the inclusion of
a credit of 5,500 Swiss francs in the budget for 1936. This request for an additional credit
was referred by the Sixth Committee to the Fourth Committee. Consequently, the final
adoption of the report by the Sixth Committee depended on the decision of the Fourth
Committee.

" The Supervisory Commission was instructed by the Fourth Committee to express a
preliminary opinion on this request for a supplementary credit. At the meeting of the
Supervisory Commission, the Secretary-General proposed that no supplementary credit
should be included in the next budget but that, instead, the expenditure should be met by
an appropriation from the credits at the disposal of the Council, before the close of the
present financial year-namely, before December 3Ist, I935.

"The Supervisory Commission noted this proposal by the Secretary-General and
will doubtless recommend it to the Fourth Committee. It may therefore be presumed
that the Fourth Committee will endorse the new procedure proposed by the Secretary-
General.

"Consequently, the Sixth Committee will need to amend the passage in the report
concerning a request for supplementary credits for next year.

" In order to avoid delaying the final adoption of the report, the Sixth Committee
might perhaps be asked to authorise the amendment of the passage in the report concerning
supplementary credits in such a way as to make it concur with the decision to be taken
by the Fourth Committee; that decision will be in keeping with the wishes of the Sixth
Committee, since it will enable the Committee of Experts to meet ; it will, however, allow
the Committee to meet earlier than at first suggested, the cost of the meeting to be borne
on the budget of the present financial year."

The CHAIRMAN recalled that the amendment related to the seventh paragraph of the
report, which at present read as follows :

"7. In order to enable the above Committee to be set up, the Sixth Committee
recommends that the Assembly approve the inclusion of a supplementary item of 5,500
Swiss francs in the budget for I936."

The new text might read as follows:

" 7. In order to enable the above-mentioned Committee to be set up, the Assembly
leaves it to the Council to appropriate a sum of 5,5oo Swiss francs from the budgetary
allocation of the current financial year ".

The proposed text was adopted (see Annex Ia).

M. LANGE (Norway) expressed his delegation's keen satisfaction at the decision which the
Fourth Committee might be expected to take. That decision would enable the Committee of
Experts to meet at a very early date. The arrangement would not only meet the wishes of
the Norwegian delegation but would also, he hoped, fulfil the intention of the Sixth Committee.

The CHAIRMAN explained that if the Fourth Committee accepted the Supervisory
Commission's proposal, the Rapporteur would submit his report to the Assembly in its amended
form.

37. Application of the Assembly Resolution of October 11th, 1933, concerning the
Simplification of the Procedure of the Assembly, to the Following Reports: (a)
Intellectual Co-operation; (b) Slavery; (c) Settlement of the Assyrians of Iraq.

The Committee decided to apply to the reports and resolutions mentioned above the procedure
whereby discussion in. plenary session was not considered necessary, and requested its Chairman to
communicate that decision to the President of the Assembly.

38. Close of the Session.

After the customary expressions of thanks, the CHAIRMAN declared the session closed,
subject to the reservation that the Fourth Committee might refer back to the Sixth Committee
certain proposals involving new appropriations.

1 See page 66.
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ANNEXES

ANNEX 1.
A.13.1935.XII.

INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES

Note by the Secretary- General.
Geneva, July 16th, 1935.

The Secretary-General of the League of Nations has the honour to communicate
herewith to the States Members of the League copy of a letter from the Norwegian Minister
for Foreign Affairs requesting that the question of International Assistance to Refugees
be included in the agenda of the sixteenth ordinary session of the Assembly. A memorandum
by the Norwegian Government is annexed to this communication.

According to the Norwegian Government's request and in conformity with Article 4,
paragraph 3, of the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly, this question will be included
in the supplementary list of questions to be communicated to the Members of the League
at least three weeks before the date of the opening of the Assembly.

LETTER, DATED JUNE 27TH, 1935, FROM THE NORWEGIAN GOVERNMENT
TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL.

[Translation.] Oslo, June 27th, 1935.

With reference to Article 4, Section 3, of the Rules of Procedure of the Assembly,
I have the honour to request that the following item be included in the agenda of the
sixteenth ordinary session of the Assembly of the League of Nations: International
Assistance to Refugees.

I beg leave to enclose a memorandum on the subject and I shall be grateful if you
will be good enough to transmit it to the Members of the League.

(Signed) Halvdan KOHT.

MEMORANDUM BY THE NORWEGIAN GOVERNMENT.

1. On the death of Dr. Fridtjof Nansen, in 1930, the eleventh Assembly of the League
of Nations decided to entrust the humanitarian work undertaken by him as High
Commissioner for Refugees to the Nansen International Office, which was set up as an
autonomous organisation under the authority of the League.

2. The Nansen Office receives a subsidy from the League (which, for 1935, amounts
to 280,000 francs), but is otherwise dependent upon private funds and voluntary
contributions from various sources.

3. According to a plan adopted by the League in 1931, the Nansen Office is to be
wound up before the end of 1939. Its relief work is limited to Russian, Armenian, Assyrian,
Assyro-Chaldean and Turkish refugees.

4. In 1933, the Assembly discussed the problem of the German political refugees.
The Assembly adopted a resolution in consequence of which a High Commissioner was
appointed to negotiate and direct the international collaboration in aid of these refugees.
Owing to German opposition, this organisation was not placed under the authority of the
League of Nations. The High Commissioner, whose office is now in London, is assisted
by a Governing Body composed of the representatives of thirteen countries, but they
have no power to commit their Governments. The expenses of the organisation are defrayed
entirely by voluntary contributions from private and other sources.

5. Beside the High Commission for German Refugees in London, there is the
"International Committee for securing Employment to Refugee Professional Workers ",
in Geneva.

6. At the meeting of the Council of the League of Nations in January 1935, the
French Government presented an aide-memoire regarding the assistance to be given to
emigrants from the Saar. In May 1935, the Council charged the Nansen Office with the
relief work in connection with refugees who have originally been inhabitants of the Saar.

7. There are no exact figures available as to the total number of refugees of the
various categories. It is estimated, however, that there are not less than one million
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refugees whose protection is undertaken by the Nansen Office. Of these, over 800,000
are Russian exiles. Nearly a quarter of a million of them are in France. Other Russians
are scattered in large numbers throughout the Balkans and in the Far East, especially
in China. Of Armenian refugees, there is supposed to be some 180,000; and of Assyrian,
Assyro-Chaldean and Turkish, some 14,000. The total number of refugees from Germany
is estimated at about 80,000. Of these, some 20,000 have settled in Palestine.

8. Beside these categories, there are many thousands of refugees from different
countries who do not come within the scope of any of the international organisations
mentioned above.

9. It seems impossible to allow the present situation to continue without incurring
the danger of grave economic, social and political disturbances and of a deplorable increase
in human suffering, and no prejudices of a political or religious character ought to prevent
the co-operation of nations in order to solve the questions so arising.

The situation may be summarised as follows:
(a) The Nansen Office is to cease to exist in a few years' time, thus depriving

the refugees of valuable and necessary services;
(b) The High Commissioner for German refugees is not placed under the control

of the League of Nations and receives no assistance from Governments;
(c) No provision has been made for a great number of refugees belonging to

various categories as mentioned above;
(d) There are some 100,000 stateless persons in Europe whose political and

economic position is one of great insecurity.

10. The only practicable solution in the circumstances would seem to be the
establishment of a central organisation at Geneva, under or within the League, whose
duty it would be to carry out, for all refugees to whom the League has decided or may
decide to accord assistance and protection, such functions as are now exercised by the
Nansen Office as regards those refugees with whom it deals.

11. The technical character of such an organisation would necessarily require careful
consideration, but there seems no reason why, if its aims were to combine and co-ordinate
the activities of the Nansen Office and the other organisations dealing with refugees, it
should involve any greater expenditure by the League than that which is at present
provided in the budget for these purposes.

Governments would contribute through the League to the administrative expenditure
of a central organisation as they have in the past contributed to such expenses. It is not,
however, suggested that they should be committed to the cost of any scheme for the
settlement of refugees.

Oslo, June 27th, 1935.

ANNEX la.
A.64.1935.XII.

INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES

REPORT OF THE SIXTH COMMITTEE TO THE ASSEMBLY

Rapporteur: His Excellency M. MOTTA (Switzerland).

(1) The Sixth Committee has examined the question of international assistance to
refugees referred to the Assembly by the Norwegian Government.

(2) It noted, first, that the Assembly has contemplated arrangements for the
winding-up of the Nansen International Office within a specified time-limit and according
to definite budgetary rules.

(3) It considers that the League of Nations has already done useful work in the matter
of assistance to refugees, but realises the great complexity of the refugee problem, which
has political, legal, humanitarian, administrative and financial aspects, and which requires
further examination within the limits of the existing decisions of the Assembly.

(4) It considers that, subject to any future decisions, :this examination should be
limited, for political and financial reasons, to the categories of refugees already under the
Nansen Office and the High Commissariat in London.

(5) The Sixth Committee also considers that no new additional expenditure should
be incurred without explicit permission from the Assembly.
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(6) Having regard to the foregoing considerations, the Sixth Committee proposes that
the Assembly should ask the Council to appoint a small committee of competent persons
to report to it on the above-mentioned question. The committee should collect all useful
evidence, particularly that of the Inter-Governmental Advisory Commission for Refugees.
Once in possession of this report, the Council will be able to take any measures that it may
think desirable, even before the meeting of the ordinary Assembly in 1936, to which,
however, the question will have to be submitted.

(7) In order to enable the above-mentioned committee to be set up, the Assembly
leaves it to the Council to appropriate a sum of 5,500 Swiss francs from the budgetary
allocation of the current financial year.

ANNEX 2.
A.45.1935.XII.

RUSSIAN, ARMENIAN, SSYR ASSYRIAN ASSYRO-CHALDEAN
SAAR AND TURKISH REFUGEES

REPORT OF THE SIXTH COMMITTEE TO THE ASSEMBLY

Rapporteur: His Excellency M. R. KtjNZL-JIZERSKY (Czechoslovakia).

The report submitted by the Governing Body of the Nansen International Office on
the work carried out by the Office during the year ending June 30th, 1935, gives a general
account of the various problems entrusted to the Office and of the measures which it has
taken to improve the position of the refugees.

The replies received to a questionnaire sent out by the Office to its representatives
in seventeen countries (i.e., Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, China, Czechoslovakia, Free City
of Danzig, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Latvia, Lithuania, Boumania,
Syria, Turkey and Yugoslavia) and the information communicated by the private
organisations which are members of the Advisory Committee attached to the Office, show
that there are at present in various parts of the world 737,303 Russian refugees, 224,538
Armenian refugees, 6,990 Assyrians and Assyro-Chaldeans, 3,300 Saar refugees and
60 Turkish refugees, making a grand total of 972,191. These figures, however, do not
include thousands of refugees known to be living in North and South America and in certain
European countries, concerning whom no definite statistics are obtainable. Of this total,
92,844 refugees are reported to be unemployed (without counting the unemployed refugees
in France, Poland and Latvia for whom no figures exist) although they are able to work;
more than 20,000 of them in the region of Harbin alone are said to be in a state of almost
complete destitution; 31,131 are aged or infirm refugees and 16,379 are children under
twelve; the amounts formerly devoted to these categories of refugees by official bodies
or private organisations are decreasing at an alarming rate. The Office has in recent
years to a large extent replaced those sources- of assistance, but its funds are inadequate
to meet the growing demands.

Some countries have found it necessary to introduce restrictions on the employment
of foreign workers and, as a result, refugees who had been employed for years have been
deprived of their livelihood, while in other countries, as a result of these restrictions,
refugees have become vagrants, and this has been considered a sufficient reason for their
expulsion. Unlike other foreigners in a similar position, these refugees could not be
repatriated. Their lot has become a tragic one, since they have been obliged to enter
first one country and then another illegally; many of them are thus compelled to live as
outlaws.

The Inter-Governmental Advisory Commission for Refugees, at its session in
March 1935, attached such great importance to this question that it urgently requested
the Governing Body of the Office to submit a precise memorandum on this subject to
the Governments concerned, requesting them not to expel refugees before they had obtained
an entry visa for an adjacent country; recommending them to adopt certain internal
measures which had been successfully taken in a number of countries as an alternative
to expulsion, especially by creating internal authorities to assist the refugee and enable
him to submit his case for consideration and by granting him a sufficient period to enable
the Office to regularise his position.

The replies to the questionnaire regarding the steps that should be taken to hasten
the solution of the refugee problem as a whole recognise, broadly speaking, that refugees
should be assimilated to the nationals of their country of residence and, where that is not
feasible, that the Office should pursue its present policy and redouble its efforts to secure
the settlement of a large number of refugees in oversea countries under satisfactory
conditions.

The first of these remedies raises the question of naturalisation. Unfortunately, for
various reasons, this solution encountered considerable difficulties even before countries
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became reluctant, owing to their unemployment problems, to increase the number of
workers. The reports furnished to the Office show that a surprisingly small percentage
of refugees have succeeded in obtaining naturalisation, and those modest results, combined
with existing political and economic conditions, do not suggest that too much hope should
be pinned to naturalisation as a general and early remedy for the refugee problem in
Europe. Oversea countries, however, which are not so acutely affected as Europe by the
political and economic phases of the refugee problems, are inclined to offer greater facilities
for the naturalisation of refugees.

As regards emigration (the second of the major remedies suggested for the solution
of the problem of the unemployed refugees) important facilities are offered to a lare ge
number of refugees in South America in the form of free land, seed and cattle.

A representative of the Office has been sent on a mission to South America to examine
these interesting offers; 70,000 Russian refugees in Europe alone have expressed a desire
to take advantage of the opportunities thus afforded.

The measures taken by the Office to improve the difficult position of the refugees
are very varied. They consist of assistance of a consular character in obtaining passports
and entry, exit and transit visas; the drawing up and legalisation of a wide variety of
documents ; legal assistance; interventions on behalf of expelled refugees and in favour of
tax exemption; assistance in various forms in connection with employment (direct
placing, colonisation, advances for the purpose of opening small businesses); applications
for exemption from foreign labour restrictions; interventions to secure the admission
of sick refugees to hospitals and of the children of refugees to schools; searches for lost
relatives, etc.

The Office has assisted no fewer than 117,900 refugees in one or other of the above
ways. More than 15,000 unemployed refugees have been provided with work; 3,000
applications have been made to secure a relaxation of or exemption from expulsion orders;
and 14,000 refugees have been assisted as the result of advances made to hospitals, schools,
clinics and other similar institutions.

An interesting feature of the Office relief work has been the assistance which it has
granted, for the average modest sum of 200 Swiss francs per head, to refugees desiring
to start a business.

The report contained a summary of the work of settling Armenian refugees in Syria,
which showed that more than 30,000 refugees had been settled in colonies or urban
districts at a cost of about 12 million French francs. About 8,000 refugees still living
in hutments were to be settled as and when the reimbursements made by refugees already
settled became available.

At the request of the Committee of the Council for the settlement of the Assyrians
of Iraq, the services of the representative of the Office in Syria have also been placed at
the disposal of the mandatory Power for the settlement of the Assyrians in Syria.

Thanks to the goodwill of the Turkish Government, about 1,300 Russian refugees in
Turkey, who as foreigners had no legal right to continue working, have the possibility of
becoming naturalised, provided that about 150 refugees who cannot be naturalised are
transferred to other countries. The Office is negotiating for the transfer of these
150 refugees to other countries, so as to enable the 1,300 refugees in question to become
Turkish nationals and to resume their occupations.

In response to a request made by the Council of the League of Nations in May 1935,
the Governing Body of the Office has agreed to extend its assistance to about 3,000 Saar
refugees, and a plan has been submitted to the Governments to extend to these refugees
the Nansen passport system, which has been recognised by more than fifty Governments.
The French and Swiss Governments have already agreed to this extension. The Office
has proceeded to take a census of these refugees in order to obtain exact particulars which
are necessary to enable it to draw up plans for their settlement, so that they may be able
to support themselves as soon as possible. The Office has received offers for the settlement
of about 500 refugees as colonists in South America. The French Government has
generously expressed its willingness to contribute to the cost of their transport and
settlement.

The Office stresses the fact that a large sum would be necessary each year to enable
it to grant a minimum amount of relief to the constantly increasing number of aged or
infirm refugees and to children, and also for the settlement of unemployed refugees. It
considers that large sums might be collected if the Governments would follow the example
of the French .and Indian Governments and capitalise their charges for refugees, by the
general adoption of the system of Nansen stamps and by applying the plan already adopted
by the French and Norwegian Governments for issuing surcharged postage stamps for
the benefit of refugee funds.

Lastly, the Office points out that the situation of the refugees in general might be
substantially improved if the Governments ratified the 1933 Convention regarding the
international status of refugees. This Convention was signed by Belgium, France,
Egypt, Bulgaria and Norway, and has been ratified by Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia and
Norway.
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The Sixth Committee recommends the Assembly to adopt the following resolutions:

"The Assembly,

"(1) Having noted the report of the Governing Body of the Nansen International
Office for the year ending June 30th, 1935, on the work done for Russian, Armenian,
Assyrian, Assyro-Chaldean, Saar and Turkish refugees:

"(2) Expresses its gratitude to the Office and to the Inter-Governmental
Advisory Commission for the valuable services rendered to the Governments and
to the refugees by improving the position of a very considerable number of refugees
in spite of great economic and other difficulties;

"(3) Thanks the Governments which have given effect to recommendations
made at its last session concerning the communication to the Office of refugee
settlement possibilities; the placing of credits at the disposal of the Office for a
definite solution of the refugee problem in their territories; the general application
of the Nansen stamp system, and the adoption of proposals for the issue of surcharged
postage stamps for the benefit of the funds of the Office;

"(4) Recommends the Governments to ratify the 1933 Convention;

"(5) Again urges Governments not to expel refugees unless they have obtained
entrance visas for another country;

" (6) Requests the Governments of the immigration countries to continue to
co-operate with the Office by informing it of the possibilities of settlement in their
territories;

"(7) Recommends the Governments to consider the advantage of capitalising
their expenditure on refugees and of placing such funds at the disposal of the Office
for the settlement of refugees;

"(8) Requests the Governments which have not already done so to adopt the
Nansen stamp system;

"(9) Recommends Governments to consider the plan of issuing surcharged
postage stamps in accordance with suggestions made by the Inter-Governmental
Advisory Commission for Refugees at its session of March 15th, 1935."

ANNEX 3.
A.72.1935.VII.

SETTLEMENT OF THE ASSYRIANS OF IRAQ

REPORT OF THE SIXTH COMMITTEE TO THE ASSEMBLY

Rapporteur: M. Erik DE SCAVENIUS (Denmark).

The Sixth Committee dealt with the problem of the settlement of the Assyrians of
Iraq in Syria at its meetings on September 17th and 19th, 1935.

The Chairman of the Council Committee, being unable to attend the meeting of the
17th in person, requested M. de Aguilar, delegate of Spain, to read on his behalf the written
statement he had prepared on the present position of the question of the settlement of the
Assyrians. Recalling the efforts made by the Committee since its appointment in 1933,
the difficulties encountered in the performance of its task and the results already achieved,
he expressed the hope, on the Committee's behalf, that the Assembly would examine the
question in the most favourable spirit, in order to find means of enabling the League to
make a contribution which would permit of an immediate and final solution of the problem.

The Committee later supplemented its Chairman's statement by a note on the financial
aspect of the settlement of the Assyrians in Syria. These documents were circulated under
No. A.VI/5.1935.

The very complete and detailed documentary material submitted and the discussion
which took place chiefly impressed the Sixth Committee with the political and humani-
tarian character of the problem and the urgency of settling it. It left the study of its
financial aspects to the Fourth Committee.

The Sixth Committee devoted special attention to the origins of the Assyrian question
and its development, to the tragic events to which it had given rise and to the serious
consequences which might ensue if any further delay occurred in the settlement of the
problem.

The interest which the Council has always shown in this question is the best proof of
its importance. It is not a refugee problem, but an eminently political problem, which the
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Council, as early as 1933, decided to consider as exceptional - involving likewise exceptional
measures. Its immediate and radical solution would greatly contribute to the maintenance
of peace and tranquillity in the Near East. Its abandonment would have consequences
which would affect not only the Assyrians and Iraq, but also other States, with reactions
which would be bound to damage the highest interests of the League of Nations.

On the basis of the foregoing considerations the Sixth Committee adopted the following
resolution:

" The Sixth Committee,

" Recognising the efforts made by the Committee of the Council for the Settlement
of the Assyrians of Iraq to find a destination for those Assyrians who may wish to
leave that country;

" Considering that the projected scheme of settlement in the Ghab area of the
French mandated territories of the Levant offers the prospect of a satisfactory and
permanent solution of the Assyrian problem;

"Taking note of the extent to which the Iraqi Government, the Government
of the United Kingdom and the authorities of the French mandated territories of the
Levant are prepared to contribute to the realisation of this scheme, and in the firm
hope of contributions from private charitable organisations;

" Recognising that a considerable balance is nevertheless inevitable when all
these contributions have been taken into account;

" Having regard to the special features of the problem and more particularly
its humanitarian aspect, the deep interest which the Council has always taken in
its solution and, finally, the dangers to the tranquillity of the Near East which a
postponement of a decision would involve:

"Considers that the proposal of the United Kingdom concerning the financial
participation of the League is worthy of the most sympathetic' consideration of the
Assembly and consequently refers to the Fourth Committee the question of the
provision of the necessary funds."

ANNEX 4.
A.46.1935.VII.

DISPUTE BETWEEN BOLIVIA AND PARAGUAY

REPORT OF THE SIXTH COMMITTEE TO THE ASSEMBLY

Rapporteur: His Excellency MV. DE VASCONCELLOS (Portugal).

The Assembly, having been convened last May in special session to deal with the
dispute between Bolivia and Paraguay, took note on May 17th of a joint declaration made
by the Governments of the Argentine and Chile with regard to the forthcoming opening
of negotiations at Buenos Aires.

While expressing to the group of mediating States its earnest hope that the new effort
undertaken in America, in circumstances which appeared particularly favourable, would
lead to the rapid restoration of peace, the Assembly decided, in any case, to place the
question of the Bolivia-Paraguayan dispute on the agenda of the present ordinary session.

The Sixth Committee dealt with this subject at its meeting on September 17th. The
representative of Portugal, as Chairman of the Advisory Committee, made a statement on
the development of the situation in the last few months. He recalled the signature of the
Buenos Aires Protocols on June 12th, in virtue of which hostilities finally ceased and the
Peace Conference began its work under the chairmanship of the Argentine Foreign Minister.

The Chairman of the Advisory Committee also referred to the fact that numerous
Governments had acted on the opinion he had expressed on June 22nd regarding the
prohibition of the supply of war material to the two former belligerents. The discriminatory
measures taken as a result of the advice and recommendations of the Advisory Committee
had been suspended.

In the debate which followed this statement, the representatives of the Argentine,
Chile and Uruguay, which, with the United States of America and the United States of
Brazil, are taking part in the Peace Conference, together with the Bolivian delegate, gave
information on the work of this Conference. Since the cessation of hostilities, demobilisation
operations have proceeded normally, and there is every reason to suppose that they will
have been completed even before the expiration of the time-limit of ninety days fixed by
the Buenos Aires Protocol. On the other hand, difficulties have arisen with regard to the
exchange and repatriation of prisoners of war. It is to be hoped that, with the help of the
mediating Powers, the two Governments concerned will find a satisfactory solution for
this question, as for the others which figure on the programme of the Conference.
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The Spanish delegate proposed - and this proposal was supported, in particular,
by the delegates of Mexico and Venezuela - that the Assembly should maintain in being
the Advisory Committee appointed to follow the situation.

The Assembly will certainly also desire to congratulate the Governments represented
at the Buenos Aires Conference on the work they have undertaken in the cause of peace,
and to assure them that the Members of the League of Nations are following their efforts
with the greatest sympathy, and that they hope that these efforts will lead to the complete
restoration of peace and good understanding between Bolivia and Paraguay.

Draft Resolution.
"The Assembly,
"Noting the statement made at the third meeting of the Sixth Committee by

the Chairman of the Advisory Committee and relying on this Committee to continue
to follow the situation:

" I. Expresses its great satisfaction at the signature of the Protocols of June
12th, 1935, which put an end to hostilities between Bolivia and Paraguay and made
possible the opening of the Peace Conference at Buenos Aires;

"II. Congratulates the Governments represented at the Conference on the
efforts they have made in the interests of peace, and expresses its earnest hope that the
prosecution of these efforts will result in the complete re-establishment of peace and
good understanding between Bolivia and Paraguay."

ANNEX 5.
A.50.1935.VI.

MANDATES

REPORT OF THE SIXTH COMMITTEE TO THE ASSEMBLY

Rapporteur: Dr. Christian L. LANGE (Norway).

Following a suggestion made by the Norwegian delegation, the Sixth Committee
has again this year considered the work done by the League of Nations in connection with
mandates since the last session of the Assembly. Most of the speakers laid stress upon the
achievements of all the bodies responsible for that work, and particularly high tributes
were paid to the Permanent Mandates Commission.

It was acknowledged that the Commission acquits itself of its delicate task of
supervision, with which the Covenant itself entrusts it, with the utmost vigilance and
conscientiousness but, at the same time, with an admirable sense of proportion. This sound
conception of its duties has made it possible for the Commission to maintain close
collaboration with the mandatory Powers on a basis of mutual confidence.

Taking up an idea put forward in the Council some months ago, certain delegates
urged that the Mandates Commission should be given wider facilities for its work. They
felt that special funds should be available to enable those concerned in the supervisory
work to visit the various mandated territories. On financial grounds, the delegate of France
made specific reservations to this suggestion, at any rate for the present.

The position of women in mandated territories was referred to by the delegate of
Lithuania, who expressed her gratification at the interest taken by the Mandates Commission
in the question.

Several speakers referred with satisfaction to the results secured by the Jewish Agency,
which has contributed to the economic development of Palestine by making very careful
preparations for the reception of a growing number of high-class immigrants, who are
contributing work, labour and capital to the development of the territory. It is generally
admitted that the absorptive capacity of the country is still far from exhausted, and the
hope was expressed that the liberal policy of the mandatory Power in this direction may be
continued, provided always that no injury is done to the interests of the non-Jewish
population.

Appreciation was expressed of the conscientious view taken of its responsibilities by
the Government of the Union of South Africa, the mandatory Power for South-West
Africa, as revealed more especially by its attitude towards the movement in the mandated
territory for incorporation in the Union. The delegate of the Union took the
opportunity to reaffirm that his Government will do nothing that might in any way
prejudice the solution of the problem, and that, should this prove necessary, it will consult
the competent authorities at Geneva.

Referring to the apprehensions aroused by certain measures tending towards the
union of mandated territories with adjacent possessions, the delegates of France and the
United Kingdom gave assurances that the individuality of the mandated territories was in
no way threatened, the measures in question being directed towards exclusively econo-
mic and administrative aims, involving no political intentions.
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Allusion was also made to the observations of the Mandates Commission on the subject
of the equipment of certain harbours in the islands under Japanese mandate, and it was
remarked that explanations from the mandatory Power were being awaited with particular
interest.

The Sixth Committee has the honour to recommend that the Assembly adopt the
following draft resolution:

"The Assembly,

" Having noted the activity of the mandatory Powers, the Permanent Mandates
Commission, and the Council, in regard to the execution of the provisions of Article 22
of the Covenant:

" Expresses its appreciation of the work accomplished by the mandatory Powers
and the organs of the League responsible for the supervision of the mandates, and
renews the expression of confidence in them voted by previous sessions of the Assembly.

" It trusts that their efforts, pursued in a broad co-operative spirit, will bring
about that progress which is the essential object of the institution of the mandate."

ANNEX 6.
A.59.1935.XII.

WORK OF THE INTELLECTUAL CO-OPERATION ORGANISATION

IEPORT OF T1HE SIXTH COMMITTEE TO THE ASSEMBLY

Rapporteur: Hiis Excellency M. Edouard HERRIOT (France).

Those who had the historic task of organising the League of Nations naturally sought,
when they considered its future, to render international intellectual relations more active
and systematic and to promote exchanges on the plane of thought and culture between
the different national communities. If, as I believe, the Covenant contains the germ of
an international action which must embrace all the problems raised by the complexity
of our time in order that they may be jointly solved by honest and combined effort and
research, we must place intellectual questions and spiritual rapprochement in the forefront
of our endeavours, and must appeal to those who devote themselves to the instruction
and training of youth, to the education of the masses and to the progress of thought in
all its aspects. All work that is done to increase the spiritual capital of humanity and
to contribute to the mutual enrichment of individuals and peoples by raising the general
level cannot but assist in laying solid foundations for peace.

Such an aim, however, contains the elements of so vast a programme that our
Intellectual Co-operation Organisation cannot attempt at present to carry it out as a whole.
Nevertheless, in examining its work, we see the vestiges of new connections and activities
which we hope will one day give the League of Nations a moral influence providing a
foundation for a predominant and decisive authority. I venture to add that the times
in which we live prove the urgent nature of this undertaking. Behind political difficulties
we can distinguish differences of mentality, and mutual ignorance and incomprehension.
There cannot be any true community between groups of men and between nations which
are not prepared to recognise the same moral principles and thus to fulfil their whole duty
towards humanity. The economic depression and the far-reaching consequences of rapid
changes in technique add still further to the disorder of political relations. A great effort
of comprehension and intelligence is required. Scepticism, doubt and passivity in the
face of events can never form a basis for right and progress.

It is therefore in the best interests of the League of Nations that it should turn towards
those in every country whose task is to guide and form the minds of the young - that it
should solicit their assistance and call upon them to play their part in international life.
By assuring them of its interest and support at a time when in all the countries which are
suffering from the depression we hear talk of restricting access to culture, that essential
conquest of modern times, the League will be paving the way for its own future greatness.

In the light of these observations, which I hope you will not regard as untimely, I must
now briefly review the principal chapters of the report which has been submitted by the
International Committee on Intellectual Co-operation, laying stress on the decisions which
the Assembly is called upon to take.

I can assure the Assembly that these proposals formed the subject of extremely full
discussion in the Sixth Committee - a fact which proves the growing interest attached to
intellectual co-operation by the Members of the League of Nations, both overseas and in
Europe. In this connection I would like to assure M. Iivas Vicuina that his remarks
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regarding the representation of the Ibero-American continent in the IntellectualCo-operation Organisation will be carefully considered. I would also say how much Iappreciated the expressions of gratitude which I was requested to convey to the FrenchGovernment for the support which it affords to the Institute in Paris, and would add thatthe same feelings of appreciation are due to the Italian Government, which places at ourdisposal the Educational Cinematographic Institute and the Institute of Private Law.

STUDY OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS.

The study indeed, the science - of international relations which has developedmore particularly since the war embraces contemporary history, international law, economicand financial science and sociology. It is to be hoped that the League of Nations, throughits Intellectual Co-operation Organisation, will actively associate itself with the developmentof this branch of a study and will do all in its power to encourage it. Under the influenceof the Permanent International Studies Conference, we find new national institutionsspringing up for the study of contemporary events side by side with the active andwell-equipped institutions already existing in the United Kingdom and the United States,for example; while other study centres are appearing or improving their organisationin Scandinavia, Italy, Spain, France and Central Europe and in the Dominions. Increasinglyregular collaboration will be established between them by means of an internationalsecretariat provided by the Institute of Intellectual Co-operation, which will thus increasethe opportunities of contact and discussion offered to those institutions by the StudiesConference.
The last of these meetings took place in London from June 3rd to 8th, 1935, and wasdevoted to the problem of the collective organisation of security. It was opened bySir Austen Chamberlain and was attended by some hundred persons. Owing to the numberof scholars present and of countries represented, and to the high standard of the paperssubmitted, it marked a great advance on the previous conferences. I should like theAssembly to associate itself with the cordial thanks addressed to the hosts of the Conferenceby the Intellectual Co-operation Committee. Its success was largely due to the BritishCo-ordinating Committee and the Royal Institute for International Affairs. It was dueto a no lesser extent to our colleague Proessor Bourquin, of the Graduate Institute ofInternational Studies, who assumed the heavy task of General Rapporteur. The statementwhich he made in the Sixth Committee showed clearly and in detail the services which maybe expected from this new collective enterprise.
I do not wish to leave this subject without mentioning the capital importance, in myopinion, of the new subject selected by the Conference. Its first subject of study Stateintervention in economic life - and the discussion to which it gave rise between thesupporters of the liberal school, of managed economy or the totalitarian State, wereundoubtedly of topical interest. The second subject-the collective organisation ofsecurity - was likewise a matter of the gravest concern. But the subject selected for thenext Conference - methods of pacific settlement, as applied to certain special cases - seemsto me of particular interest, both from a legal aspect and from the point of view of thespecial cases contemplated - economic, social and territorial problems with special referenceto the following questions: (a) population, migration, colonisation; (b) markets and thedistribution of raw materials. As we all observed, Sir Samuel oare, in his recent speech,laid great stress on this last-mentioned problem.
In selecting this subject, the members of the London Conference gave proof of theirindependence, and it is for us who represent our Governments here to respect thisindependence and this autonomy - which is, moreover, statutory. They showed courage,even boldness ; lastly, they proposed to do practical and useful work by discussing questionswhich are of interest to every one of us. Our modern States represent centuries of labouron the part of law-givers and philosophers; the organisation of our respective countrieswas created by the thought of successive generations. A creative work, if it is to be strongand lasting, must first be conceived mentally before it is carried out in practice. I amconvinced that international society will also need generations of men who are prepared

to "think it out "

SOCIAL SoCIiNCOB,

Professo oer howe Americah olleage on the Intellectual Co-operationiConmmittee, drew our attention two years ago to the necessity for promoting internationalcollaboration in social sciences.
It seemed to him that these studies, carried out in the nineteenth century, which wasbecoming more and more nationalist, were conceived in a different manner in differentcountries and that, if the methods and work were co-ordinated, they should also afforda valuable contribution to the organisation of the world of to-day. We agreed with himand outlined a scheme of work comprising an enquiry, not only into the researchinstitutions of universities or other bodies in the various countries, but also a study ofthe principles and methods applied in the social sciences, and, lastly, the joint examinationof a specific problem. Several countries are taking stock of their resources in this connectionas was done by Professor Shotwell for the United States. The Committee defined its firstsubject of study as follows: the adaptation of mechanisation to the conditions of humanlabour; or, man and the machine.
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The work will be carried out by the Intellectual Co-operation Institute in collaboration
with the International Labour Office. It may be necessary to supplement the preparatory
work by a kind of "conversation ", similar to those organised by the Intellectual
Co-operation Committee during the last few years in various European cities on subjects
of general interest.

CONVERSATIONS " AND " OPEN LETTERS ".

The chief value of the " Conversations " arranged by the Intellectual Co-operation
Organisation and the volumes of "Open Letters" published by the Paris Institute
undoubtedly consists in the exceptional distinction of the participants and authors
themselves. It is no small thing for contemporary writers and poets, thinkers and
philosophers, representing the most varied forms of national genius or the most divergent
literary or philosophical opinions, to devote their attention to problems such as the causes
of war, the part that can be played by the intellectual elite in the event of recourse to force,
relations between Asia and Europe, or, again, to questions such as the future of our
civilisation, of the European spirit, or, lastly, present-day education. The spiritual unity
of the intellectual eUites, at any rate in regard to certain essential concepts, would perpetuate
and enrich contemporary civilisation. The " Conversations " are designed to proclaim
this truth through the medium of the qualified representatives of the highest intellectual
element of the population. They will be continued, and the last two meetings held at
Venice and Nice will furnish subjects for further discussions of a more precise and more
restricted scope, which will take place during the coming year.

Moreover, two interesting proposals were made to the Sixth Committee: one by the
Spanish delegation requesting that particular attention should be devoted to the problem
of the humanities, and the other by the Hungarian delegation very kindly inviting the
Intellectual Co-operation Organisation to convene an early meeting at Budapest to discuss
this particular subject. These proposals will be forwarded to the Committee on Intellectual
Co-operation, which will consider them with all the attention that they deserve, together
with the wish expressed by M. Rivas Vicuna that these activities of intellectual co-
operation should be extended to the countries of Latin America.

INTELLECTUAL AGREEMENTS.

Is the desire of an increasingly large number of Governments to conclude among
themselves intellectual agreements of a bilateral or regional nature to be regarded as an
official reaction against the tendencies towards intellectual isolation ? The number of
these agreements has been calculated by the Intellectual Co-operation Institute at the
Committee's request. They amount to about eighty. However, in order to judge of their
value, they should be divided into two periods. Until the last few years the object of
these agreements was to settle some specific question between two countries - such as
the equivalence of diplomas or the exchange of teachers; on the other hand, the latest
agreements cover the whole field of intellectual relations between two nations. The
Intellectual Co-operation Committee regards this tendency as an encouraging symptom
and a tribute to the spiritual values which it upholds. In order to enable this movement
to reinforce the Committee's endeavours, it would like the National Committees on
Intellectual Co-operation to be associated with this work of rapprochement; it also hopes that
the agreements in question will remain open as far as possible for the accession of other
States.

PROPOSAL OF THE IBOUMIANIAN DELEGATION.

The IRoumanian delegation, supported by numerous other delegations, proposes that
the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation should extend its activities in the sphere of
translations and that, in addition to the work which it already carries out (publication
of the Index Translationum and the Ibero-American Collection), it should publish a collection
of translations, in one or more of the worldwide languages, of representative and classical
works from the literatures of the various European regional languages.

The Roumanian delegation contemplates direct assistance from the Governments
concerned in order to make this magnificent enterprise successful. The Sixth Committee
therefore submits a draft resolution to the Assembly on this subject.

TEACHING.

The field covered by intellectual co-operation in the matter of teaching is an extremely
wide one. I shall confine myself to drawing your attention to a few of these activities.
They cover relations between departments of public education of the higher, secondary
and elementary grades, and the study of special problems, such as the use of the
cinematograph and of broadcasting. Intellectual co-operation also endeavours to promote
certain measures -- such as international exchanges of young people and the revision of
school text-books - likely to develop in the younger generation a spirit of respect for
other peoples and mutual comprehension favourable to international rapprochement and
consequently to the League and to peace.
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(a) League of NationsiTeaching.

An Advisory Committee of experts attached to the Intellectual Co-operation
Committee is engaged in the special study of a. problem in which succeeding Assemblies
had always evinced a keen interest - that of teaching with regard to the League of rations,
its activitiies and its organisation. First of all, endeavours were made, for example, bypublishing special text-books, to provide young people with information regarding the
existence of the League, its more outstanding achievements and the working of its different
organs. It was found that this programme was not sufficient and that it was also necessary
to utilise certain branches of teaching, such as history, geography and modern languages,
to bring pupils to realise the interdependence of peoples and to consider contemporary
civilisation in the light of a great collective undertaking. The distinguishing feature of
the debates which took place this year in the Advisory Committee was the recognition
of the primary necessity of basing teaching " on moral considerations with a view to
fostering sentiments of justice and human solidarity ". The Committee also considers that
its chief task is to " propagate a certain ' spirit ' and 'international sense ' with which
education as a whole should be imbued ".

(b) Directors of Higher Education.

The most important event during the 1934-35 administrative period in the sphere of
education was undoubtedly the holding of the inthird Conference of Directors of Higher
Education on May 3rd and 4th, 1935, at the Institute of Intellectual Co-operation in
Paris. The United States of America, France, the United Kingdom. Italy, Hungary and
Switzerland were represented. Preparations for this session had been in progress for two
years. Original research had been carried out for the first time in some ten countries with
regard to the organisation of higher education, its history, its relations with the State,
the internal organisation of universities and their resources. The Committee put the finishing
touches to these various reports, thus enabling the Institute of Intellectual Co-operation
to publish these original studies made by the authorities directly responsible for higher
education. Those attending this meeting, who owe the collaboration established between
them entirely to the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation, freely recognised the benefit
they had derived from their mutual relations and adopted a new programme of work
for the future. The Assembly will no doubt offer its best wishes for the continuation and
success of this work, which has proved one of the most fruitful branches of the Intellectual
Co-operation Organisation's activity.

(c) China.

The assistance afforded for the last five years by the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation
in the re-organisation of public education in China has been carried on in the past year and will
continue in a systematic form. The plans of reform drawn up as a result of the visit of
Western educationists to China in 1931 and of the visit of Chinese pedagogues to Europe
in 1933 have, as you know, been favourably received by the Central Government at Nanking
and the Chinese educational authorities. But China has need of specialists and technicians
for the immense work of reconstruction which she has undertaken. This has led to the
creation at Nanking of an employment bureau for intellectual workers, which is a centre
for guidance in the choice of a profession. Co-operation is necessary between this bureau
and the Western and American universities where there are young Chinese students. The
China Sub-Committee of the Intellectual Co-operation Committee has been engaged in
determining the form this co-operation should take and in ascertaining the services which
can be rendered to the bureau by the universities of Europe and America. It has carried
on this work in a spirit of the greatest sympathy for a great nation which has traditionally
given full recognition to the rights of the intellect,

(d) Revision of School Text-books.

Since its inception, the Intellectual Co-operation Committee has dealt with the arduous
problem of rendering school text-books as objective as possible. First of all, on theproposal of our colleague, XI. Casares, the National Committees were asked to draw eachother's attention to defective books. This procedure is now giving excellent results. Later,
the Institute of Intellectual Co-operation published, under the title of "The Revision
of School Text-books ", a volume revealing the existence of a worldwide movement infavour of such revision. Then, while endeavouring to rectify biased texts, the Intellectual
Co-operation Organisation has endeavoured to do work of positive value by instructingthe Institute to collect particularly reasonable texts in objective and impartial handbooks.
Lastly, this year the Committee has decided to go a stage further. On the proposal of myfriend and colleague, M. Emile Borel, it is submitting to the Governments which we arerepresenting here a draft " declaration ". Taking into account the differences of constitution
and particularly the position of federal countries and of those which leave teachers free tochoose their own text-books, the Committee has preferred not to give its text the form ofan agreement, but simply that of an affirmation of principle or "declaration ".

To give as large a place as possible to the history of other nations, to emphasise in theteaching of universal history the interdependence of the peoples, to put the younger
generation on their guard against unjust allegations about other countries, to entrust the
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revision of text-books to committees of specialists - such are the objects of the fundamental
provisions of the four articles contained in the declaration. I hope that the Assembly
will recommend its signature to the Governments.

* * *

In the report which it submitted to the Council of the League of Nations on the work
of its seventeenth session, the Committee did more than set forth its activities during the
year 1934-35 and outline its programme of work for the following year; it passed a certain
number of resolutions, some of which call for a decision by the Assembly.

TOURs OF EDUCATIONISTS.

In its resolution on League of Nations teaching, the Committee asks its executive
organs to prepare tours of educationists. Those would be tours for group studies by high
officials of the public education departments or by heads of educational institutions. They
would be on the model provided by the Health Organisation, which, as we know, has
successfully organised similar tours for public health experts.

COLLECTION OF ETHNOGRAPHICAL AND HISTORICAL WORKS ON THE ORIGINS OF AMERICAN
CIVILISATION.

The Assembly is also called upon to take a decision concerning the proposal made by
M. Levillier, Ambassador and delegate of the Argentine Republic to the last Assembly. A
special set of documents had been prepared by the Institute and placed at the disposal
of the Sixth Committee. I would remind you that, broadly speaking, the idea was to
publish, under the auspices of the International Institute of Intellectual Co-operation, a
collection of ethnographical and historical works on the origins of American civilisation.
The last Assembly approved this big undertaking in principle, but requested the Institute
of Intellectual Co-operation to examine the ways and means of executing the plan, both
from the scientific and financial point of view. The documents which the Sixth Committee
had before it (document A.VI.1.1935) contained a detailed plan in two parts: the first,
ethnographical, on the native civilisations of America before the discoveries and conquests,
and the second, historical, on Europe and the New World before Christopher Columbus,
on the discoveries of the islands and coasts from Christopher Columbus to Magellan, on the
great territorial explorations, on the extension of discoveries and conquests and the progress
of civilisation, and, finally, in Europe and the New World at the beginning of the
seventeenth century.

The collection would be placed under the patronage of a committee consisting of persons
of high standing in the scientific, historic and literary worlds, which would in itself provide
a strong earnest of success.

The Institute of Intellectual Co-operation was further instructed to draw up estimates,
which it has done. The draft budget consists of two parts. The first is administrative
and is intended to provide for the secretariat of the collection. It is, of course, quite
impossible for this new charge to be borne by the ordinary budget of the Paris Institute.
These secretarial expenses, moreover, are directly connected with the liaison between the
International Organisation as a whole, the League of Nations and South America. The
second part refers to the costs of publication, estimated at about 50,000 francs per volume
for editing, translation and printing. The necessary funds, on which the possibility of
undertaking the collection depends, should be provided by grants from the Governments.

Some of our colleagues in the Sixth Committee have allowed us to hope for substantial
support from their countries. I should like to thank them beforehand for any steps they
may be good enough to take and also to express our gratitude to the University of Buenos
Aires, which has generously promised to defray the cost of the Spanish edition.

In transmitting these various proposals to the Assembly, the Committee on Intellectual
Co-operation is desirous of emphasising their provisional character. The chief purpose of
the programme drawn up has been to show to the Assembly how rich is the subject-matter
to be studied and what the nature of this enterprise would be. But the Committee has

the collection and be responsible for the scientific aspect of the undertaking.
We have before us a scheme of undoubted scientific and scientific and historical interest, and, as the

Committee on Intellectual Co-operation rightly points out in its report, it is one of high
international significance. It is proposed to explore one of the most important events
of world history; the work would be carried out by the scholars of our different countries
by means of international collaboration on a large scale. Our colleagues of the countries
most closely concerned have themselves told us what importance they attach to the
successful conduct of this endeavour by the League of Nations to bring about better
mutual knowledge of Europe and America. I regret that it is not possible for me to
summarise before the Assembly the discussion, during which so many interesting facts
and ideas were expounded, in the Sixth Committee. In referring to one of the greatest
epochs in history and to the marvellous epic of the navigators who set out from Spain and
Portugal to conquer the New World, we affirmed our common desire to preserve the
heritage of contemporary civilisation and to make it clear that, although the most varied
contributions have been made to it, the whole has become common property.
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I hope that the work will be actively pursued, that the necessary resources will be
placed at the disposal of the Institute of Intellectual Co-operation, that, in accordance
with the Spanish delegation's suggestion, we shall have before us next year a final scheme
of work, drawn up on strictly scientific lines, with all the details clearly indicated.

DRAFT CONVENTION FOR THE USE OF BROADCASTING IN THE CAUSE OF PEACE.

The point to be decided by the Assembly is the following: Should the draft Convention
prepared by the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation at the express request of the
Assembly form the subject of a special diplomatic conference, or can it be finally discussed
and signed at an ordinary session of the Assembly ? The Council has on two occasions
communicated it to the Governments for their consideration ; the draft has therefore been
fully studied. In these circumstances, the Sixth Committee proposes to the Assembly
that a special meeting be convened at the same time as the next Assembly, should draw
up the final terms of the eConvention and open it for signature.

RELATIONS WITH THE INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF SCIENTIFIC UNIONS.

The Scientific Unions, of which the are about a dozen and the International Council
of those Unions, represent the largest organisation and the most authoritative institution
in the field of the exact and natural sciences.' The General Assembly of this Council had
before it in July 1934 at Brussels a proposal to make the International Council of the Unions
an advisory organ of the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation. This problem was studied
two months ago at Geneva by a joint Committee, which drew up a provisional scheme of
co-operation. The text is reproduced on page 13 of the Committee's report to the Council.'
If the draft is ratified by the International Council of the Unions and by the Intellectual
Co-operation Committee itself, the proposed collaboration could be established in the coming
year. The proposal is important. By giving the exact sciences their rightful place, the
Intellectual Co-operation Organisation, which has greatly extended its activities in the
fields of the fine arts, literature and the human sciences, would be strengthened and become
better balanced. Our Secretariat should therefore be given the means of carrying out this
new task by a further appropriation of 6,000 Swiss francs in its budget. M. de Madariaga,
our Spanish colleague, has already emphasised in the Council the great importance of
the question and I fully associate myself with his observations.

CONFERENCE OF NATIONAL COMMITTEES ON INTELLECTUAL CO-OPERATION.

On various occasions the Assembly has expressed the hope that it will be possible to
resume these meetings regularly, but the resources of the League have no longer permitted
it to convene them. The last was held at Geneva in 1929. During last winter, the Institute
in Paris consulted the forty-two existing National Committees on the desirability of a new
meeting. It has received more than thirty affirmative and even enthusiastic replies. For
the greater part, the National Committees on Intellectual Co-operation state that they are
prepared to bear the costs of their journey and residence. In the circumstances, the
Committee on Intellectual Co-operation has fixed 1937 as the date of the Conference. This
will be held in Paris, within the framework of the International Exhibition of Civilisation,
from which I can assure you they will receive all the help desired. These " States-General "
of intellectual co-operation are bound to be of concern to the League of Nations. We
therefore express in a resolution our hope for the complete success of the Conference of
1937 and our earnest dest ire that the Governments should facilitate the realisation of the
scheme and give substantial help to our National Committees.

INTERNATIONAL MUSEUMS OFFICE.

I should like to thank the Spanish Government for the cordial hospitality which it
extended in October 1934 to the General Conference of Museography organised by the
International Museums Office. Thanks to the generosity of Spain, the documents of this
Conference, which constitute a veritable treatise on modern museography, have appeared
in two monumental volumes offered for sale at a relatively moderate price, which will be
good news to the curators of museums.

The Committee on Intellectual Cooperation suggests that we should ask the Museums
Office to study the question of art exhibitions. For the present, it would be asked to
draw up a preliminary draft international arrangement similar to the International
Convention on Exhibitions. The purpose of this arrangement would be to introduce more
order and method:into what is still more or less chaotic, to avoid overlapping and to secure
the assumption of 'certain obligations with regard to the transport and preservation of
works of art. The Sixth Committee submits to the Assembly a draft resolution embodying
this point of view.

INTELLECTUAL RIGHTS.

The year 1935-36 will be marked by an important event: the meeting at Brussels of
the Conference to revise the Berne Convention for the protection of literary and artistic
property. The last revision took place in Rome in 1928. The Institutes specialising in

1 See document C.290.M.154.1935.XII.
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the study of intellectual rights which have been summoned to a meeting every year since
1931 by the Institute of Paris with a view to joint action met last June at Brussels and
drew up in final form the conclusions and suggestions which they will put forward at the
1936 Conference.

With reference to the Paris Convention on Industrial Property, revised last year in
London, the Committee on Intellectual Co-operation requests the Assembly to ask the States
to hasten their ratification. The Sixth Committee is glad to submit to the Assembly a
draft resolution to this effect. It asks the Assembly to show its interest in the work being
done both in South America and in Europe to harmonise the two great systems of copyright,
those of Berne and Havana.

EDUCATIONAL CINEMATOGRAPHY.

The Assembly will be asked to give its approval in a resolution to the work carried on
with perseverance and success by the International Educational Cinematographic Institute
at Rome. You know that it suffered the sad loss some weeks ago of its eminent President,
our colleague Alfredo Rocco, former Minister of Justice, Rector of the University of Rome,
and a member of the Committee on Intellectual Co-operation, one of the men who have
most contributed to make Italy play a leading part in the work of intellectual co-operation
for the common good. The Assembly will certainly add its heartfelt tribute to that which
the Council of the League of Nations has already rendered to the memory of our deeply
regretted colleague.

It will be happy to learn, further, that new activities have been included in the
programme of the Rome Institute - transformation of the monthly publication of the
Institute, International Review of Educational Cinematography, into a review, Intercine'
published in four languages, but produced in a more original manner and containing
contributions by many well-known cinematographists; the termination and publication
of the "Cinematographic Encyclopsedia "; the creation within the framework of the
Institute of a centre for the study of television.

* e

This report is both too long and too short. It has imposed a strain upon your attention,
which I thank you for having endured, but it was my duty to sum up frankly the different
aspects of the work which you have been called upon to judge and for which I would pay a
tribute to my colleagues of the Committee on Intellectual Co-operation and our distinguished
Chairman, Professor Gilbert Murray.

It is only too obvious that our remarks are open to criticism. Attention may be drawn
to their fragmentary character and their omissions. There may be some scepticism. But
it is easy for experts or nations to indulge in scepticism if they are lazy or weary. To
accomplish the only work which is worth while - creative work - one must be able to
put up with scepticism. At different periods in history, peoples, groups of peoples or elites
have attempted to bring humanity spiritually together in this way. It was the incomparable
privilege of Hellenism to do this, and its bold logic bears fruit to this day. Later, in the
sixteenth century, the Renaissance was a generous and magnificent attempt to formulate
the rules of European ethics. Later still, in the eighteenth century, there were thinkers,
among whom England, Italy and France were widely represented, energetic and fortunate
enough to bring about the reform of certain institutions, the transformation of criminal
law, and, for example, the abolition of torture. Many forms of national freedom, whose
strength is our admiration to-day, were born of the efforts of these thinkers. The realities
of politics have often cut athwart or dammed these currents, but to-day the nations have a
common centre - a permanent Assembly. Has not the time come to resume and pursue,
without illusions as to its duration, but without faltering, the work of emancipating and
reconciling mankind under the sovereign law of the intellect ?

DRAFT RESOLUTION.

"1. General Resolution.

"The Assembly,

" Having taken cognisance of the various documents submitted to it concerning
the activities of the International Intellectual Co-operation Organisation -viz.:

"(1) The Committee's report on the work of its seventeenth plenary session,
and the various documents annexed thereto (document C.290.M.154.1935.XII);

"(2) The report of the Governing Body of the International Institute of
Intellectual Co-operation^ (document C.278.M.145.1935.XII):

"Notes with satisfaction the continued development of the work of this
Organisation described by the Council;

" Associates itself with the congratulations offered by the Governing Body to the
International Institute of Intellectual Co-operation on its excellent administrative
and financial management;

" Approves the programme of work for the year 1935-36"embodied in the reports
and resolutions of the International Committee on Intellectual Co-operation and the
Governing Body of the Institute.
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" 2. Tours of Educationists.

"The Assembly stresses the great importance, both from an educational
standpoint in the proper sense of the term and from an international standpoint, of
the organisation of tours of educationists, who would be invited to visit one or more
countries for the purpose of studying all matters relating to teaching on the League
of Nations and international questions.

" 3. Proposal by the Roumanian Delegation.

" The Assembly,
"Approves the proposal of M. I. Pillat, Roumanian delegate, that the Institute

of Intellectual Co-operation should publish through an international committee,
assisted by national advisory committees, a selection of translations, into one or more
of the worldwide languages, of representative classical works from the literatures of
the various European regional languages;

" Refers the proposal to the Committee on Intellectual Co-operation for
investigation by the Institute of Intellectual Co-operation, so that reasoned suggestions
may be put forward by the Committee at the next session of the Assembly.

"4. Collection of Ethnographical and Historical Works on the Origins of American
Civilisation.

" The Assembly,
" Having studied the scientific and financial plan which the Institute of

Intellectual Co-operation was asked to put forward by the fifteenth Assembly of the
League of Nations with regard to a collection of ethnographical and historical works
on the origins of American civilisation:

"Emphasises, like the Committee on Intellectual Co-operation itself, the great
value of this scheme and its importance to a better mutual comprehension between
America and the other continents;

" Observes that it is chiefly for the Governments themselves, and the learned
institutions concerned, to provide for the scientific realisation of the project by means
of special contributions;

" Shares the opinion of the International Committee on Intellectual Co-operation
that the proposed publication should be further examined by competent persons
appointed to draw up the final plans for the collection in such a way that it may
provide a wide survey of the period envisaged in a comparatively small number of
volumes, and to direct the undertaking. The latter, which will be carried out under
the auspices of the Intellectual Co-operation Committee, will be under the scientific
management of the persons thus appointed.

" The Assembly will be glad to hear next year of the stage the project has reached.

" 5. Broadcasting and Peace.

" The Assembly,
" Having examined the draft International Convention for the use of broadcasting

in the cause of peace which has been drawn up by the Intellectual Co-operation
Committee at the request of the Assembly itself, and which has twice been studied by
the States Members and non-members of the League of Nations:

" Requests the Council to place the conclusion of this agreement on the agenda
of the next Assembly. The problem can be examined in 1936 by an ad hoc Conference
constitutedlduring the Assemblyhby'delegates provided with the necessary powers.

" 6. Declaration concerning the Revision of History Text-books.

" The Assembly,
"Noting the persevering efforts carried on for many years by the Intellectual

Co-operation Committee for the purpose of ensuring the impartiality of school text-
books, and especially of history books:

" Becognises that Government action would give the most effective support to
these efforts;

"Accordingly requests the Council to communicate to the States Members of
the League of Nations and to the non-member States the declaration prepared by the
Committee concerning the revision of history text-books and to ask them to sign it.
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"7. Relations of the Intellectual Co-operation Organisation with the International
Council of Scientific Unions.

"The Assembly,
" Convinced that the establishment of closer relations between the Intellectual

Co-operation Organisation and the International Council of Scientific Unions is in the
best interests of both institutions:

"Takes note of the basis of collaboration suggested by the Intellectual
Co-operation Committee at its seventeenth session;

" And decides, in order to facilitate the carrying-out of the proposed programme
by the convocation of a committee of scientific experts, to insert an appropriation
of 6,000 francs in the League's budget for the financial year 1936.

"8. National Committees on Intellectual Co-operation.

"The Assembly,
" Draws the attention of Governments to the General Conference of National

Committees on Intellectual Co-operation, which is to be held at Paris in 1937, in
connection with the Universal Exhibition of Civilisation;

"Expresses the hope that the Governments will facilitate the realisation of this
project by affording substantial aid to their National Committees.

"9. International Agreement on Art Exhibitions.

"The Assembly, endorsing the resolution of the Intellectual Co-operation
Committee, approves the proposal that the International Museums Office should study
an international agreement for the regulation of art exhibitions.

" 10. Intellectual Rights.

"The Assembly,
" Bequests the Governments signatories of the Paris Convention on Industrial

Property, as revised in London, to expedite their ratification of this Convention as
far as possible;

"And to introduce, if necessary, into their municipal law provisions for
maintaining, for at least a certain period, the patent rights in respect of discoveries
divulged by their own authors in the form of scientific communications;

"Asks the Institute of Intellectual Co-operation and the Institute for the
Unification of Private Law, acting in concert, to pursue their studies and efforts to
promote, by bringing into harmony the Berne and Havana Conventions, the conclusion
of a general agreement affording effective protection to intellectual works in the
countries of both continents.

" 11. International Radiobiological Centre.

" The Assembly draws the favourable attention of the States Members of the
League of Nations to the creation of an international radiobiological centre at Venice.

" 12. International Educational Cinematographic Institute.

" The Assembly fully endorses the terms of the various resolutions adopted by
the International Committee on Intellectual Co-operation regarding the problem
of educational cinematography. In particular, it congratulates the Rome Institute
on the publication of the review Intercine, on the completion of its ' Cinematographic
En'cyclopaedi ', and on the recent creation of a centre for the study of television. "

ANNEX 7.
A.58.1935.VI.

SLAVERY

REPORT OF THE SIXTH COMMITTEE TO THE ASSEMBLY

Rapporteur: His Excellency M. R. J. SANDLER (Sweden).

On the initiative of the United Kingdom delegation, the question of slavery was
examined :at two meetings of the Sixth Committee. For the first time, this Committee
took cognisance of the work done by the Council with the assistance of the Advisory


