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Geneva, November I2th, I93I.

LEAGUE OF NATIONS

PIRTICULARS WITs REIIIRD TO THE 11OSI101 OF IRIIIEfTS
II THE glRIOUS COUITRIES

30*, COMMUNICATION PROM THE SWISS GOVERNMENT

Note by the Secretary-General:

At the request of the Swiss Government, the Secretary-General has the honour to com-
municate to the Governments invited to the Disarmament Conference a letter from the
Chief of the Federal Political Department, dated October 27th, 1931, with an annex, giving
information on the position of armaments in his country.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHIEF OF THE FEDERAL POLITICAL DEPARTMENT
TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS.

Berne, October 27th, 193I.

With reference to our letter of September 25th, we have the honour, under instructions
from the Federal Council, to forward herewith a document containing the information asked
for as to the armaments of Switzerland.

The information which will therein be found has been compiled in accordance with the
tables approved by the Preparatory Commission for the Disarmament Conference. It cannot,
however, give a true picture as regards Switzerland. A method of limitation of armaments
partly based on average daily effectives can logically only apply to a permanent army. The
Swiss Army is not permanent; it is an army of citizen soldiers formed of trained reservists,
and its daily effectives may vary considerably, so considerably that at certain periods of the
year they are nil. The Swiss Army, as such, and other armies of the same character, are not
covered by the draft Convention of the Preparatory Commission. This appears from the
discussion in the Preparatory Commission, to be found in the Minutes supplied to Governments
(see, inter alia, the Commission's conclusions in regard to the " militia " of the United States
of America). The figures given as to the Swiss Army, in accordance with the tables drawn
up by the Preparatory Commission, are therefore necessarily, as regards effectives, somewhat
arbitrary. They are only "mathematically" correct. In the same way, the tables drawn up
by the Committee of Experts on Budgetary Questions, which we have in general made use
of for giving the figures of expenditure, do not contain any item which would clearly show our
situation as regards expenditure on effectives. In order to prevent any misapprehensions,
we have therefore completed the annexed tables by the explanations which seemed to us
essential. Figures relate to I930.

We would ask you to bring this to the notice of the States invited to the Disarmament
Conference.

(Signed) MOTTA,

Federal Political Department.

* This figure indicates that thirty documents in regard to the position of the armaments in thedifferent countries have already been published.
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EFFECTIVES.

MODEL TABLES ANNEXED TO ARTICLE 30 (PART IV).

MODEL TABLES OF THE AVERAGE DAILY NUMBER OF EFFECTIVES REACHED DURING THE

YEAR IN THE LAND ARMED FORCES AND LAND FORMATIONS ORGANISED ON A MILITARY BASIS.

Table I. Land Armed Forces stationed in the Home Country.

a. b.
Total effectives, including the effectives specified separately in this Officers

table

I2,290 66

REMARKS.

i. The air armed forces are not included in these figures (see Table VIII).

2. The figures do, on the other hand, include the complete effectives of the schools of

recruits-i.e., of men undergoing their first training (calculated on the same lines):

a. b.

5,995 223

The figures for trained men alone are:

a. b.
6,072 388

The difference between the totals (a, I2,290 and I2,067; b, 662 and 6II) is due to the

fact that instructors and fortress guards, some of whom have not served in units, are reckoned
in Table I.

3. During the last three years, the average numbers entering the schools and courses

of every kind prescribed by law have been 7,540 officers and I63,253 non-commissioned officers

and men, not including the air force.

4. Most of the cadres and men on service only undergo a repetition course of thirteen

days.
5. These figures were arrived at by multiplying the number of officers and men who

had performed service during the year by the number of their individual days of service and

dividing the result by 365.
As we have shown, this is a purely mathematical figure, which does not answer the inten-

tions of Articles 2 to 4 of the draft Convention. These articles relate, in principle, to the average

number of men permanently with the colours. In Switzerland, for months at a time (November

to January) there are no troops with the colours. For another period of months (usually

from February to August) there are only schools of recruits. Most of the trained men perform

their service (repetition course) in autumn. It would, therefore, be a mistake to attach to the

figures given the same meaning as they would have in a standing army.

6. In Switzerland, only instructor officers and non-commissioned officers and fortress

guards are in permanent service. Their strength in I930 was 205 instructor officers, 57 non-

commissioned officers and 20o guards. They are included in the figures of this table.

Table II. - Land Armed Forces stationed overseas.
Nil.

Table III. - Total Land Armed Forces.
See Table 1.

Tables IV and V. Formations organised on a Military Basis stationed in the Home Country
or overseas.

Nil.

It is doubtful whether the fortress guards can be brought under Article 4 of the draft
Convention, but they have been reckoned in Table I.

Tables VI and VII. - Naval Forces and Sea Formations organised on a Military Basis.

Nil.
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MODEL TABLES OF THE AVERAGE DAILY NUMBER OF EFFECTIVES REACHED DURING THE

YEAR IN THE AIR ARMED FORCES.

Table VIII. - Air Armed Forces stationed in the Home Country.

a.

Total effectives: 258.

REMARKS.

I. This figure is not included in the figures of Table I.

2. On the other hand, it includes the effectives of the schools of recruits. The figures,
calculated on the same basis, are:

Schools of recruits (a) ....... . I28
Repetition courses and courses of cadres (a) 128

The difference between the totals (258 and 256) is due to the fact that two officers included
in Table VIII have not served with the units.

3. The number of men (including officers and non-commissioned officers) entering the
schools and courses of every kind prescribed by law was 3,290 in I930.

4. Remarks 4 to 6 under Table I also apply in substance to Table VIII.

There are eleven instructor officers and three non-commissioned officers in permanent
service. They are included in the figure in Table VIII.

Table IX. - Air Armed Forces stationed overseas.
Nil.

Table X. - Total Air Armed Forces.

See Table VIII.

Tables XI and XII. - Air Formations organised on a Military Basis stationed in the Home
Country or overseas.

Nil.

PERIOD OF SERVICE.

TABLE ANNEXED TO CHAPTER B OF PART I.

Maximum total period of service to which the electives recruited by conscription are liable in the
armed forces or formations organised on a military basis (total number of days of service).

Land Air

Non-commis- Non-commis-
Men Officers Men Officers

sioned officers sioned officers

Infantry ...... I7I 260-401 342-754 Aviation Troops 205 319-455 402-I023

Cavalry........ 196 325-430 436-925
Artillery ...... 205 319-455 458-969
Engineers...... 171 275-394 434-881
Medical Corps.. I66 280-394 352-733
Veterinary Corps 258 306 318-729
Administrative

Service...... 166 250-364 338-706
Transport

Service...... 166 250-364 338-690
Motor Transport 205 319-455 317-754

REMARKS.

I. The legal period of service for officers varies according to rank.

2. Compulsory service in the Landwehr is included in these figures. The Landsturm
performs no service in peace-time.
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AIR MATERIAL.

MODEL TABLES ANNEXED TO ARTICLE 36 (PART IV).

Table 1. - Aeroplanes of the Land, Sea and Air Armed Forces.

a.

Total aeroplanes of the armed forces

Number Total horse-power

I25 75,000

REMARKS.

I. Switzerland is only beginning to establish her armament of military aircraft. Table I
shows the aeroplanes she now possesses and those which are under construction.

2. Switzerland will be obliged to make a considerable increase in the number and total
horse-power of her aircraft in the interests of national defence.

3. Instructional aeroplanes, of which there are I75, are not included in the above figure.
They could not be used for war purposes.

4. The total horse-power shown in the table has not been calculated according to the
experts' formula, but on an average per machine, in view of the considerable differences in the
machines.

Table II. - Aeroplanes of the Land, Sea and Air Formations organised on a Military Basis.

Nil.

Tables III and IV. - Dirigibles of the Land, Sea and Air Forces or Formations organised on a
Military Basis.

Nil.

BUDGETARY EXPENDITURE.

MODEL STATEMENT.

Table A. - Return of Actual Expenditure for the Year I930.

Swiss francs

Land Forces . . . . .. 106,720,996
Naval Forces .....
Air Forces .. ...... 6,865,211

Grand Total .... II3,586,207
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Table B.

Subhead Category of expenditure Land forces
Total

Head I. - Efectives. Swiss francs

Personnel normally forming part of formations and services:
A Pay and allowances of all kinds: Officers .. .......
B Ditto: N.C.O.s and men . ....... I6,I78,833
C Ditto: Civilian personnel ................ 12,564,491

Personnel not normally forming part of formations and services:
D Persons undergoing preparatory military training, reservists

and reserve organisations ............... 2,758,552
E Maintenance of personnel referred to in subheads A to D . 33,505,426

Head II. - Transport.

F Horses and other animals, forage, harness and shoeing . .. . 12,444,644
G Coal, fuel, oil, petrol, lubricants, etc., and other transport

expenses . . . .... ... ......... 2,946,530

Head III. - Buildings.

H Construction of new fortifications and defence works . . . .
K Barracks, other buildings, upkeep, furniture . . . . . . 4,65,06

Total: Heads I to III . . . . . . . . . . . 84,563,537

Head IV. - War Material.

M Arms, ammunition and fighting material . ... ... . 15,101,876
M (a) Engineer and other warlike stores . ...... .. .. 7,055,583
N Manufacture of war material in "non-autonomous" State

establishments (expenditure not divisible between subheads
M andM (a)) . . . . . .. . . . . . . ..

Total: Head IV .. . . .............. 22,I57,459

GRAND TOTAL .. 106,720,996

REMARKS.

i. It might be suggested that the whole of the Swiss army's expenditure on pay, salary,
etc., ought to come under subhead D, since, in reality, the reference is everywhere to reservists
and reserve organisations within the meaning of the draft Convention, except in the case of
instructor officers. The view has been taken, however, that the use of subheads A and B
would be more in line with the figures given in Table I (average daily effectives). Further, it is
then possible to specify under D the expenditure on elements that are not directly part of the
army, and this is more in harmony with the real intention of subhead D.

2. No separate accounts are kept for officers and other ranks. Subheads A and B have
therefore had to be amalgamated.

3. The figures under A and B include expenditure on pay, etc., for schools of recruits.

4. They also include expenditure on the pay of instructional staff and fortress guards.

5. Subhead C includes, inter alia, expenditure on the staff of the central administration,
the arsenals and ammunition depots and magazines, the horse-training depot, the topo-
graphical bureau, and two-thirds of the cantonal expenditure.

6. Workmen are included in the civilian staff. Owing to the nature of the accounts,
there can be no distribution among subheads E, F, K, M and M (a).

7. Subhead D includes expenditure on recruiting, preparatory military training,
gymnastic clubs, cadet corps and training of men not with the colours.



8. Subhead E includes expenditure on military insurance, except invalidity pensions,
and the remaining third of the cantonal expenditure.

9. As recommended by the experts, the figures represent gross expenditure. Receipts,
as for instance from the sale or hire of horses, are not deducted.

Table C. - Naval Forces.
Nil.

Table D.

Air Forces
Subhead Category of expenditure Total

Head i. - Effectives. Swiss francs

Personnel normally forming part of formations and services

A Pay and allowances of all kinds: Officers .. . ......
-~~~~~- 1^ ~~~~~I,274,827

B Ditto. N.C.O.s alnd men . ..... . . . ....

C Ditto: Civilian personnel ..... ...... .... I,227,680

Personnel not normally forming part of formations and services:

D Persons undergoing preparatory military training, reservists
and reserve organisations ...............

E Maintenance of personnel referred to in subheads A to D .. . 362,o7I

Head II. - Transport.

G Coal, fuel, oil, petrol, lubricants, etc., and other transport
expenses. ........ ............ ... 503,940

Head III. - Buildings.

K Barracks, other buildings, upkeep, furniture. . ........ I96,I50

Total: Heads I to III ........... ... ... 3,564,668

Head IV. - War Material.

M Arms, ammunition and fighting material . ........ . 3,300,543

Total: Head IV ..................... 3300,543

GRAND TOTAL ................ ...... 6,865,2II

REMARKS.

i. Remarks Nos. I, 2, 3, 4 and 6 under statement B also apply to statement D.

2. Subhead M includes, inter alia, the expenditure on a first series of military aircraft
(see Air Material, Table I, remarks I and 2).

ANNEXED TABLES.

Table F. - Expendit!ure in respect of Pensions for the Year I93I.

b. Invalidity pensions, 5,549,974 francs.

This figure represents the amount which the military insurance fund had to pay out in
1930 for pensions for invalidity due to military service. It is not included in subhead E of
statement B (see remark No. 8 under that statement).


