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28. CONTINUATION OF THE GENERAL DISCUSSION. formulatestances of each State, shall formulate
Speeches by Mahmoud Fakhry Pasha (Egypt), plans for such reduction for the consi-

Aga Khan (India) and M. Castillo Najera
(Mexico). aderation and action of the several

Governments."
29. COMPILATION, IN A FORM SUITABLE FOR

EXAMINATION, OF THE PROPOSALS MADE BY
DELEGATIONS DURING THE GENERAL DISCUS- Having thus paid my tribute of gratitude
SION. to the memory of President Wilson, I
Proposals of the Bureau. should like to thank you for the honour

you have done me by electing me to the
Committee for the Verification of the
Credentials of Delegates. My service on that

28. - CONTINUATION OF THE GENERAL Committee has enabled me to realise both
DISCUSSION. the distinguished personalities of the dele-

gates and the high qualifications of the
The President. - Mahmoud Fakhry Pasha, experts.

delegate of Egypt, will address the Confer- A conference attended bysuch an impo-
ence. -sing number of States and having such

great and noble aims is unique in the annals
-Mahmoud Fakhry Pasha (Egypt): of history. The very fact of its meeting is
Translation: On addressing this Confer- a sign that times have changed, and that

ence for the Reduction and Limitation of henceforward mankind is marching towards
Armaments, I should like to take this first loftier ideals and higher destinies.
opportunity to associate my country with the At the very opening of the Conference,
unanimous tribute paid by the world to the the voice of our President, Mr. Arthur
great figure of Preside.t Wilson, the founder Henderson, filled this hall with an atmos-
of the League of Nations and the initiator of phere of confidence and co-operation.
this Conference. Then Sir John Simon showed us that the

You will remember that provision is made cause of disarmament could have no more
for the holding of our Conference in the brilliant defender than that ornament of the
Covenant of the League itself, for Article 8 English Bar.
reads a~s follows: Subsequently, all the eminent statesmen

"1. The Members of the League who have followed one another on this
recognise that the maintenance of peace platform have given us masterly expositions
requires the reduction of national arma- of the special views of their countries, and
ments to the lowest point consistent with have inspired in us the hope that their
national safety and the enforcement by hearts are in the success of the Conference.
common action of international obliga- I should now like to tell you the result of
tions. the age-long experience of the country of the
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Pharaohs, which gave birth to one of the (3) Reduction and limitation of defen-
most ancient civilisations of the world. sive armaments to the extent compatible

Our national river extends over nearly with the requirements of national defence;
a quarter of the terrestrial meridian, and (4) Complete abolition of aggressive
our national history covers a period of some armaments - land sea and air 
ten thousand years. The experience we
have inherited from distant ages teaches us (5) Moral disarmament.
that when primitive peoples had no weapons
they fought "" hand-to-hand ", long before Such are the proposals I have authority
gunpowder was invented, and even before to make on behalf of the Government of His
the Iron Age. Majesty the King of Egypt.

Moreover, the stories of ancient Egypt My august Sovereign, though trained in
relate the eternal drama of the wolf and the the school of arms and a regular army officer,
lamb, which has been retold by Phaedrus, prefers to be regarded as the protector of
iEsop and La Fontaine. art, science and literature.

The moral of all this is: (1) that the The Royal Government, the Egyptian
abolition of armaments does not necessarily Parliament and the people of the Nile
mean the abolition of war ; (2) that, as the entirely share the pacific and humanitarian
argument of force is generally imposed on the sentiments of their Sovereign, and wish the

we m. as Paos osaid, best success to the Disarmament Conference.
weaker party, we must, as Pascal said, The Pax Romana was founded on the
reintforce justice. principle Si vis pacem para bellum. The

In studying historical evolution, we may arned peace of our days rests upon the
note that the last century was dominated same conception, and inevitably involves
by the principle of the "concert of Europe .the peoples in a veritable race in armaments.
The present century has a wider and more The war budget for 1930 reached the impo-
liberal ideal; it bears the sign of the League figure of 20,000 million gold francs.
of Natio tat is t Beyonthat s to sdoubt, this conception cannot
of the nations living as a community, continue, for if it did it would quite certainly

Since that is our ideal it is essential that involve the world in a catastrophe even
civilised nations should observe the same more terrible than that of 1914.
principles of right and justice in their The time has come for every nation to be
relations one with another as within their allowed to live its own life according to its
own frontiers. I may perhaps be allowed to traditions, its particular genius and its
enumerate a few of these principles: ideals. The policy we must follow is a policy
(1) Respect for the security of a nation, of life, not of death.
just as the lives and property of citizens are The prophet of Islam said: "The throne
respected; (2) the right of legitimate self- of God trembles with sorrow at the tears of
defence to be recognised as belonging to an orphan ". May God preserve mankind
nations just as it belongs to individuals; from further tribulation, and grant to the
(3) compulsory arbitration between States; earth, that thirsts for heavenly dew, a lasting,
no State to be judge in a dispute to which it fruitful and beneficial peace !
is a party; (4) the regulation of national
armaments by the League of Nations on the The Presiden : Aga Khan, delegate of
lines of the legislation governing the carrying India, will address the Conference.
of arms; (5) an international force to be
placed at the disposal of the League to Aga Khan (India). - Almost all of us
enforce its decisions. here are preoccupied with the pressing

In this connection, I may recall the problems that have arisen as a consequence
admirable pronouncement of the Italian of the great war. Among these, the most
Minister for Foreign Affairs: " Our task is tor urgent is that of disarmament, with all
fortify justice, not to justify force." In this that it implies. But let us not forget that
exalted conception, M. Tardieu anticipated for many years before the war this problem
M. Grandi when he proposed that civil was insistent. The general burden of
aircraft, bombing-aircraft, certain classes armaments had created alarm among those
of land and naval material, and an inter- who were able to look ahead, and wide-
national force should be placed at the spread dissatisfaction among the vast masses
League's disposal. of the populations in all continents and

The Egyptian delegation has the honour countries - eastern and western alike -
to solicit the consideration of the Conference and India was no exception.
for the following proposals : I am speaking here for many millions

of my fellow-countrymen, who place the

(1) The draft Convention drawn up love of peace and the repudiation of violence
by the Preparatory Commission for the among the first of the human virtues. With
Disarmament Conference to be adopted them, the ideal of peace is no mere economic
as a basis of discussion; expedient; it is an element deep-rooted in

their very nature. That is the spirit which
(2) A material force commensurate with it is my task to reflect in making what

the high moral authority of the League to contribution I can to the proceedings of
be placed at the League's disposal; this Conference.
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The striving of mankind after some more total area is under the jurisdiction of Rulers
organic development than the mere clash of the Indian States ? Many of these maintain
of nations and States is nothing new. Many forces of their own, in part for the preserva-
of us who are taking part in this Conference tion of order within the States' boundaries,
will remember the hopes raised in our hearts and to some extent also for co-operation
by the first Peace Conference at The Hague; in the task of guaranteeing the defence of
and we remember the grievous disappoint- India against the possibility of aggression
ment that followed its meagre results. The from without. The remoteness of India
second Hague Conference was also a failure is my excuse, if I need one, for alluding to
and, even from the beginning, little was these facts.
ever expected from it. A happy augury of our proceedings

Since then we have had the terrible - and I can say, with experience of various
lessons of the world war. Confined in the conferences, that it is indeed a happy
first place by historical and other causes to augury -- is that we have already at this
one continent, it gradually spread its early stage heard and bent our minds to
devastating effects throughout the world. a number of concrete proposals. This is the
In distant India, as in Europe, it created more helpful and fortunate since the time
a host of mourners and left a legacy of for detailed study in commissions of the Con-
bitter tragedy. Over a million of my ference is fast approaching. Before we met
fellow-countrymen were called to arms, here, expectations ranged between the high
of whom more than 50,000 laid down hopes of idealists and the scepticism of
their lives. The ravages of war, in its toll those who looked for little or no result.
of humanity, its social and economic dis- The very atmosphere of our meetings and
turbances, have left their mark on India the earnest attention paid on all sides to
as on the other countries which were drawn fruitful suggestions give us confidence that
into its vortex. we can now work for positive results. Would

With the coming of peace, new hopes anyone have ventured to say three weeks
were raised that at last we had learned our ago that so much practical ground-work
lesson; that we could look to a better could be accomplished within so short a
world in which force would be replaced by time?
disarmament and arbitration, by the adjust- I think I am right in saying that there
ment of national differences and difficulties is already a general body of support for
through methods of peaceful co-operation; detailed suggestions of the kind that have
and that the reign of law was now to be been put before us by the representative
firmly established. of that great country, the United States of

Alas! We have found that armaments America, and may I say that America's
still hold sway, and that the feeling of long record of success in combining peace
insecurity persists. It is by no means with prosperity is one that fitly entitles her
certain that the war to end war has been to take the active part she has already
fought and won. taken in our deliberations? I look with hope

To-day social and economic conditions and confidence to a continuance of her
throughout the world make it imperative efforts.
that, unless the fabric of organised human Her suggestions are fresh in our minds.
society is to collapse, vigorous steps must In dealing with them., I might seem to be
be taken forthwith. In this work, the present travelling away from the more immediate
Conference is called to play a leading part. problems of my country if I refer to the
On the moral side, we must set ourselves to larger questions of naval defence. But I would
remove the paralysing effects of fear, ill- recall that India is essentially interested
will and suspicion. On the material side, it is in these matters. Her coast-line extends over
absolutely essential that the non-productive 5,500 miles - a length comparable perhaps
effort devoted to warlike preparations with that of any of the States here repre-
should be reduced to the bare minimum. sented. Though in the main an agricultural
That minimum has already been stressed by country, she possesses five great centres of
the spokesman of the United States of industry that, from their situation, are
America. In India, we have constantly exposed to attack from the sea, and her
borne in mind the underlying principle - volume of sea-borne trade is a vital factor
namely, the maintenance of forces that in her prosperity. She acknowledges the
shall be no more than adequate to guarantee immeasurable advantages given her by the
peace and order on and within her borders. protecting power of the British Navy. In

India's own scale of armaments allows saying this, I have in mind not only defence
no margin for aggressive uses. The size in war but the policing of the seas for the
of her forces has to be measured with refer- benefit of all who go about their lawful
ence to the vastness of her area and the occasions. If not a maritime Power, India
diversity of her conditions. The fact is so has maritime interests that entitle her to
often forgotten that I will venture to recall share in the discussion of all measures
it here, that the area of India is more than for relieving the burden of naval armaments.
half that of the whole of Europe, and her Then, again, we will co-operate to the full
population nearly one-fifth of that of the in devising means for protecting the civil
entire globe. May I also recall that within population against ruthless methods of
India herself more than one-third of the warfare. Thus we support such proposals



as that for the total abolition of the sub- it has governed the relations between the
marine, and of lethal gas and bacteriological States that compose the two great continents
warfare, and the use of poison generally. of North and South America- and here

Again, we would pay special attention to the case that comes most readily to the
any suggestions for limiting the destructive mind of a member of the British Common-
power of air bombardment, and generally wealth of Nations is that of the United States
for restricting weapons of warfare which of America and Canada, where the very idea
may broadly be classed as aggressive in of aggression has been so completely
their purposes. I know well the difficulty banished that, whatever other calamities
of marking off these weapons with any degree may threaten or befall their citizens, the
of logical precision. But there is already calamity of mutual warfare never enters
a great body of sentiment which considers into their lives or thoughts. May there not
that such a distinction can, and demands still be ample room to develop regional
that it should, be made, and that no merely fraternities which could in course of time
technical obstacles should be allowed to come to cover the whole globe, to act as
stand in the way. a reinforcement to the common instrument

To focus discussion on all these matters we that already exists in the League of Nations
have before us the draft Convention. We with all its varied activities?
whole-heartedly recognise the patient F shaping the work of future world
thought and work out of which it has been peace, France, which has so often led the
constructed, and we readily accept it as the world in brilliant ideas, has put forward
starting-point of our new activities. Its far-reaching proposals which have already
detailed provisions deserve, and will receive, arrested our attention. We must approach
the closest examination. We shall have to them from two sides. We must bear in
consider whether the principle of budgetary id the praical problems to which they
limitation may not provide an invaluable may give rise, the vast and formidable
cross-check on the limitation of armaments. adjustment of machinery that they may
We shall have to face the intricacies of the involve. But let us not lose sight of the
problem fully and frankly. We must meet ideal bywhich they are inspired. et us
the difficulty, for instance, of comparing the keep before us the possibility of a better
very different facilities for production that orl organisation, created not for sectional
exist in different countries. We must deal interests or for self-assertion, but for the
with the problem of relating the cost of single purpose of freeing each one of the
highly paid members of a voluntary force many millions on this planet from the
to that of the lower paid members of a force fear of war and fro the buren of guard-
recruited by conscription. And here let me in against war in time o peace. The ideal,
say, on behalf of my country, that India distant though it may be, will, I venture
would welcome anything that can be done to sa, carry an intimate appeal to my
to limit the burden of conscription and so own fellow-countrymen, for whom the
to release human energy for the purely greatest good is that each individual should
peaceful activities for which it was destined. go about his daily task in peaceful and

The authors of the draft Convention, ordered co-operation with his neighbour.
however, themselves urge that it should be
supplemented wherever possible by any I have placed this ideal in the forefront to
further constructive proposals that at pre- how the spirit in which I would approach
sent lie outside its scope. For the work of the practical problems underlying these
peace that we have in view, we must not proposals. We shall neither exaggerate nor
concentrate a powerful frontal attack on evade them. For India, the first problem
warfare on one or two points only. We would be how a supreme world authority
must attack warfare all along the line. We could be constructed so long as great and
must consolidate the establishment of peace. powerful countries like the United States of
We must make peace invulnerable by the America, the Union of Soviet Socialist
limitation of armaments, by the develop- Bepublics and several States which are
ment of arbitral methods, by each and every India's neighbours remain outside the
means of giving to weak and strong alike League of Nations.
an abiding sense of security. India has only one desire- to live

The basis of all security is a foreign policy in goodwill and amity with her neighbours.
rooted in mutual goodwill and co-operation; She is watching with friendly interest
a foreign policy in which no country covets the processes to which they are now devoting
its neighbour's possessions or seeks to themselves of readjusting their national
infringe its moral and spiritualrights. Strides and economic life, and she is not unhopeful
have already been taken in this direction, that in the event they may find themselves
notably in the Treaty of Locarno. Those able to assume the full rights, duties and
four great statesmen (Briand, Chamberlain, responsibilities of Members of the League of
Mussolini and Stresemann), whose names Nations.
will always be associated with that agreement, I will mention briefly some other problems
have placed not only their own countries, to which the proposals would give rise. For
but the whole world, under a lasting debt instance, would it be possible to compose
of gratitude. The spirit of Locarno is, an organisation to direct the forces under
however, no fitful spark. For many years the command of the world authority? Can



it be formed out of the nationals of the Clearly this ideal will demand all our best-
various countries; and, if so, how can it thought and our most patient study before
function if the international force has at it can come near fulfilment. Let us face
any time to be employed against one of the facts and agree that only a series of
those countries? Again, the central body of world conferences can lead us to the
theworldauthoritywouldhaveto beequipped achievement of this happy end for mankind.
with the power to take prompt and decisive Meanwhile, we must concentrate on the
action. Experience, so far, has unfortunately work that lies immediately to our hand. There
shown the extreme difficulty of assuring this is no excuse for us to sink back in despair
condition, which nevertheless would be and abandon ourselves to cut-throat com-
essential to the prestige, and, indeed, the petition and the ceaseless rivalry of arma-
existence, of a world authority possessing ments. Rather we must use and develop
the final power to enforce its will upon recal- to the full the instruments that are already
citrants. Further, the function of the forces in our hands. In particular, we cannot
maintained by the world authority, if they afford to cast aside the practical results
should ever have to be set in action, will achieved at the cost of such long and careful
largely be to defend the weaker against the discussion by the Preparatory Commission.
more powerful; yet both will be represented And to look further afield, it is inconceivable
on an equal footing in the League. Here we that the League of Nations as it now exists,
encounter the thorny question whether with the immense and worldwide moral
decisions would be taken by a majority or prestige that it has already won for itself,
by a unanimous vote alone. There is, should not forge ahead. Let us devote
moreover, the problem - which may be of our best energies to this great purpose.
special interest to India - whether the Above all, let us seize the occasion which
forces maintained by the world authority has now called us together. Disarmament
should be stationed at some central spot or in its widest sense -the neutralisation of
distributed regionally in areas where the war, the security and peace of mankind 
possibility of conflict may have to be taken can and must be taken in hand. Let us go
into account. Beyond all this, the establish- forward with it here and now.
ment of a world authority would call for a There is a cry going up from the heart of all
vast and complex adjustment of the mani- he peace-loving citizens of every country
fold provisions of international law. That for the lessening of their military burdens,
may well be a stupendous problem, no less for a decrease in the financial load which
than the others I have indicated. those burdens impose, for the security of

However, I do not wish to dwell on the civil populations against indiscriminate
difficulties. I instance them to show that methods of warfare, and, above all, for
a vast amount of ground has yet to be tra- security against the very idea of war. It
versed before we can confidently say that is their growing hope and demand that all
this, that or the other solution will terminate the moral authority of the League should
the problems and perplexities in which we be used now and strengthened in every case
are now living. But once again let us bear to prevent aggression and to support and
in mind what may be implied in the ideal establish the reign of peace, law, arbitration
which I have sketched. In the organisation and international goodwill. My countrymen,
of States, a universal feature is the mainten- to whom the cause of peace is sacred since
a;nce of a police force which commands time immemorial, will anxiously follow
respect just because it embodies the autho- our endeavours and wholeheartedly pray
rity of the State ; but behind it is a judicial for their success.
organisation which equally represents that
authority. The one is dependent on the T Pr n tillo N
other. Both these bodies would have to find gate. of Mexico, will address the Conference.a parallel if humanity should work its way 
towards an all-embracing world organisation. M. Castillo Najera (Mexico)
The judiciary would have to draw on the
best representatives of the ability of nations, Translation : Interest, ambition and
and of mankind. The central authority, vainglory are perpetually changing the
acting as a whole, would have to exercise face of the world and inundating the earth
more than merely judicial or advisory func- with blood; and yet, in the midst of their
tions. If confronted in various areas with ravages, manners grow milder, men's minds
vast internal forces of discontent, it might in become more enlightened, and nations that
its ultimate state be called upon to carry were isolated draw nearer together; trade
out rectifications, re-alignments and re- and policy at length unite all parts of the
adjustments in accordance with the wishes globe; and the total mass of the human
of the peoples most vitally concerned. Its race, in alternate phases of calm and dis-
duty would be to give effect to those wishes turbance, fortune and misfortune, moves
without ill-will and without risk of conflict forward slowly but continuously to greater
between the nations. Above all, it should perfection. " These statements, of such
be a living and developing organism and not vivid present interest, which might have
the dead hand of the past trying to prevent been thought to come from one of the books
the full and healthy development of the in which modern literature abounds, were
future. written by Turgot in 1750.
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In drawing this picture, that eminent " the world ". A new era of universalism
philosopher merely condensed the stages of has begun. Even here, the question has
human evolution, which vary in detail already been adumbrated. In an utterance
according to period and nation, but are distinguished by its depth of thought and
fundamentally identical, inasmuch as noble generosity, the speaker referred to
instinctive tendencies cannot fail to attain " international anarchy ", and called for
their ends. In obedience to biological laws the urgent organisation of " international
and sociological necessities, the family of order ".
mankind, formerly separated and living in We must, in my opinion, abandon interna-
small groups within territories bounded by tionalism. The international system is dead.
a river or a mountain range, has progressed, Before it was fully grown, it was overtaken
from the beginning of its social organisa- and passed by events, which demand an
tion, towards the natural unification which ampler and more vigorous system.
the unity of the species enjoins, since, in The thinker whom I have just quoted
spite of racial differences and geographical clearly realised the situation when he said:
barriers, there is but a single human species "The day of purely national organisation
inhabiting a single world. Moreover, is past, and in future States will no longer
that world is shrinking daily and all must be able to achieve their desires unless they
recognise the reality of phenomena which unite in a vaster and loftier organisation,
apply to the whole universe and are replac- the world ".
ing the ephemeral figments created by In these days, when the nations are
particular contingencies and maintained by drawing nearer and nearer together, begin-
a tradition that clings obstinately to a past ning more and more to resemble each other,
already interred in the Pantheon of history. we can no longer treat war as a localised

Like all sciences, the science of politics problem, nor can we suppose that, in future
must rely solely on facts for the construction struggles, there will be any countries to
of its systems and the computation of its take the part of spectator. Theories based
estimates. on appearances or on so-called similarities

In past days, the unevenness of the rate will end in painful surprises. It is sufficient
of progress, the lack of communications to reread works written before the war,
and the scarcity of moral contacts made it the authors of which prophesied the develop-
not only possible, but necessary, to classify ment and consequences of the conflict, to
peoples in two categories, the civilised and be convinced that even the most accurate
the savage races. To-day this distinction of experts were wrong on technical, economic
is vanishing and will soon be a thing of and other points, and that no one foresaw
the past. The rapid expansion of the con- either the extent or the duration of the
quests of modern science has facilitated disaster.
the creation of a standard type of civilisa- Invested with the two-fold authority of
tion over the whole surface of the planet. his personal prestige and his high office,

The sagacity of Francis Delaisi has M. Motta has had the courage to lay bare
revealed the manifold links which bind the causes which trouble the peace of
the world together, links which are none Europe, and which may yet cause bloodshed
the less real because they are almost on her soil. That is a by no means improb-
invisible to eyes accustomed only to look able danger, but it would be a mistake to
on appearances. imagine that it is the only one, and a further

Delaisi has brought to light the reality mistake to assume that the belligerents
of the interdependence of the world - that alone would be affected by the ravages of
is to say, the unity of the peoples, who, any conflagration. We have ample proof to
though separated by vast distances, are none the contrary; the whole body of mankind
the less united by common interests of vital is suffering to-day from the after-effects of
importance. The consequences that ensue the distant results of the last war. All of
from the present state of our evolution us, victors, vanquished and neutrals, are
call for the co-operation of all peoples, the afflicted by in the economic depression; it
mutual aid of the whole community. This threatens to create internal difficulties in
integral unification of the world is a neces- almost every country of the world; it does
sity to the march of progress. It will enable not spare even those nations which were not
us to enjoy happiness in a condition of implicated in the struggle. The mind
peace and well-being, a heritage from cannot conceive the direct evils and the
previous generations acquired at the price indirect repercussions of a fresh conflagra-
of their struggles and their efforts, one tion, but it would not be hazardous to predict
which it will be for our generation to that the damage would assume the dimen-
enhance by our own sacrifices and labours sions of complete annihilation; for a " loca-
and so bequeath enriched to our successors. lised" war would be simply the prelude to

When once humanity has succeeded in a drama in which the spectators would
forging its own unity, and when once the become actors, while the epilogue would be,
earth is the common dwelling-place of all perhaps, the disappearance of the human
men transformed into citizens of the world, race.
the classic phrase, " the two worlds ", must That first conflict would be simply the
cease to exist except as a purely geographical beginning of a series of wars, separated by
convention. There is only one world: lapses of time, of greater or shorter duration,



-7

which would lay waste the several quarters solution of the problems before it. She
of the globe. does, however, bring her faith, the faith

Mankind - the great mass of mankind which sustained her during the long years
which does not reason - senses, or rather has of grief and suffering through which she
a foreboding of, its totaldestruction. Instinct passed before she finally succeeded in
and intuition half reveal to it a terrible fate establishing a social and political structure in
which it refuses to accept. Mankind rebels harmony with the aspirations of her people.
before the portent of approaching death, The Mexican delegation accepts the draft
dimly but surely conscious of its biological Convention as a basis of discussion. It is
right to survive for centuries to come. convinced that immediate total disarma-

The family of mankind, spurred on by ment is impossible, but will support any
the most powerful force of all, the instinct proposals for the prohibition of exceptionally
of the preservation of the species, comes destructive machines and weapons clearly
before you and entreats you to save it, lest devised for the purposes of aggression;
it be obliged to seek its own salvation, chemical and bacteriological warfare, aerial

Never has the desire to live been more bombardment, heavy artillery, tanks, and
forcibly manifested than it is to-day. You also any proposals for the reduction and
are witnesses of a powerful movement in limitation of armaments to the minimum
public opinion for the rejection of war, a consistent with the internal security of the
movement that can be easily explained, for country.
never has the danger been so serious, and The Mexican delegation is in full sympathy
the pacifist reaction is proportionate to the with the Polish delegation's proposals for
prospects of destruction, progressive moral disarmament.

The world has placed all its hopes in you, Mexico has enjoyed an independent exis-
confident that the elite assembled at Geneva tence for rather more than a century, during
will deliver it out of its afflictions, for it which time she has pursued an international
knows that the men most representative of policy based on justice and has at all times
their kind, by reason of their wisdom, intel- been prepared to settle her disputes by
ligence, experience and culture-the heart pacific negotiations.
and brains of modern civilisation-will find Latterly, in January 1928, she submitted
a solution which shall ensure their future to the Pan-American Conference at Havana
happiness under the aegis of world peace. a proposal for a policy of non-aggression

Inspired by the grandeur and immensity which was unanimously accepted. Still more
of the task, it is not surprising that all the recently, when signing the Pact of Paris,
nations of the world should have welcomed Mexico declared that she included among
the opportunity of participating in this Con- wars of aggression those which are termed
ference, and it is a comforting spectacle to wars of intervention. She is a signatory of
see in this assembly, side by side with the the Washington Arbitration Treaty, and
delegates of the great Powers, those of the has, on more than one occasion, accepted the
smaller nations, all alike firmly determined decisions of a tribunal set up or of arbitrators
to succeed, to achieve practical results which chosen to deal with a given case. Faithful
will reconcile the cause of the individual with to its traditions, therefore, the Mexican
one that has a loftier significance - the delegation will support any proposal to
cause of the community. enlarge and strengthen the systems of

As one member of the world body, guided arbitration and conciliation.
by the ideals of world collaboration, Mexico Mexico is confident in the success of this
has come to take her seat among you, Conference, which will form the basis of the
conscious of fulfilling a duty, and happy to organisation and maintenance of a lasting
fulfil it. and definitive peace. She has always aspired

Mexico is a country whose small army to this ideal of concord among the peoples
serves solely to maintain internal order, and, in her international relations, she has
with a negligible military air force and a followed the principle laid down by Benito
navy of no international importance. Mexico Juarez, the defender of our independence and
has never taken up arms except to defend of republican institutions, who, nearly
her territory against invasion and threats seventy years ago, proclaimed: Entre
to her independence. Her people are pro- las naciones, como entre los indiriduos, el
foundly and sincerely pacific, despite the respeto al derecho ajeno, es la paz " (Between
reputation for lawlessness attributed to nations, as between individuals, respect for
them by those who are ignorant of the causes the rights of others, that is peace).
of our internal disturbances or are incapable
of interpreting historical events. Without 29. - COMPILATION, IN A FORM SUIT-
hatred and without rancour for the past, ABLE FOR EXAMINATION, OF THE
determined to do her utmost to progress PROPOSALS MADE BY DELE-
in every sphere and to serve the cause of GATIONS DURING THE GENERAL
humanity to the best of her ability, Mexico, DISCUSSION: PROPOSALS OF THE
which is not a menace to any of her neigh- BUREAU.
bours and fears no aggression - which
would be as absurd as it would be senseless - The President: The Bureau met this
brings to this Conference no technical morning, and I have some communications
contribution and no concrete plan for the to make on its behalf to the Conference.
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No meeting of the Conference will be referred to by the delegations in their
held on Saturday afternoon or on Monday. speeches. In order to facilitate the work of
These days will be devoted to the prepara- the Secretariat in compiling this index,
tion of the documentation for the Bureau. delegations are requested to hand in at
This documentation will principally be corn- once their formal proposals and also to
posed of all the proposals and suggestions indicate to the Secretariat the passages of
submitted by various delegations during the their speeches containing suggestions to
general discussion; it will also include an which they attach particular importance.
analytical index with reference to these
proposals, as well as the concrete points (The Conference rose at 12.50 p.m.)


