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Geneva, September 30th; 1924.

LEAGUE OF NATIONS

Organisation with a View to the
Exercise of the Right of Investigation in the Four

States subjected to Investigation
by the Treaties of Versailles, St. Germain,

Trianon and Neuilly.
(Adopted by the Council on September 27 th, 1924.)

CHAPTER I. - NATURE AND EXTENT OF INVESTIGATIONS.

The investigations provided for in:

Article 213 of the Treaty of Versailles,
Article 159 of the Treaty of St. Germain,
Article 143 of the Treaty of Trianon,
Article 104 of the Treaty of Neuilly

shall, when the Council so decides, cover such demilitarisation of territory as may be laid
down in the said Treaties, and any or all the military, naval and air clauses of the said Treaties'
and particularly:

(a) Legislation, such as military laws, budgets;
(b) Strengths;

J(c) Material existing or under construction (including aeronautical material,
plant for manufacture of munitions, implements of war);

(d) Training for war;
(e) New warship construction.

CHAPTER II. INITIATIVE.

(a) Without prejudice to the right of an individual member of the Council to bring any
matter to the direct notice of the Council, every Government Member of the League of Nations
may communicate to the Secretary-General, for consideration by the Council, any reports or
information which, in the opinion of that Government, call for exercise by the Council of the
right of investigation. Copies of such reports or information shall be forwarded as soon as
received to the Permanent Advisory Commission.

(b) On each occasion when the Council has decided to exercise the right of investigation
as authorised by the Treaties, it will notify the Governments concerned without informing
them of the details of such investigation.

CHAPTER III. -- COMPOSITION AND FUNCTIONS OF THE PERMANENT ADVISORY COMMISSION.

Any State, not being a Member of the Council, neighbour of a State which has given to
the former -State undertakings by the terms of one of the Treaties of Peace to submit to
investigations shall be represented on the Permanent Advisory Commission, for all ques-
tions contemplated in the present rules, as regards investigations concerning the latter State.

The Permanent Advisory Commission is responsible to the Council for preparing the
organisation for any investigations upon which the Council may decide.

To facilitate the decision of the Council 

(a) The Permanent Advisory Commission shall submit to the Council for approval
each year for the ensuing year, if necessary, a programme of the investigations which it
recommends. This programme will be based on the reports or information which the Per-
manent Advisory Commission has received officially and shall be accompanied by draft
instructions for the President of each Commission of Investigation, constituted as laid down
in Chapter IV;
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(b) At each meeting of the Council the Permanent Advisory Commission may propose
such additions as may be necessary to the programme of investigation mentioned in paragraph
(a) above;

(c) Should any reports received necessitate an urgent meeting of the Permanent
Advisory Commission, the latter shall advise the Council thereon, who may direct the Perma-
nent Advisory Commission to make the necessary arrangements for an investigation.

CHAPTER IV. - CONSTITUTION AND OPERATION OF THE COMMISSIONS OF INVESTIGATION.

Commissions of Investigation shall be constituted as follows

(a) The members shall be chosen from a list of experts qualified in the various matters
likely to form the subject of investigations. The Permanent Advisory Commission will
draw up a preliminary list for the approval of the Council as soon as the present scheme
has been approved.

The list shall consist of experts appointed by the Governments of States which are repre-
sented on the Council at the date the list is drawn up.

Each State shall furnish an equal number of experts, who shall at all times be available
in their respective countries.

At any time when a change takes place in the normal permanent or elected constitution
of the Council, this list shall be revised so as to be brought into line with the composition
of the Council.

(b) When a Commission of Investigation has to be appointed for the case of a particular
State, the Permanent Advisory Commission will propose to the Council the exact compo-
sition of that Commission according to the nature and importance of the investigation.
The Commission will consist of experts specially qualified to undertake the investigation in
question and selected from the list referred to in paragraph (a). It will include in principle
an equal number of experts from each State (and at least one from each State) taking part
in the investigation as defined in paragraph (c).

(c) Subject to the terms of paragraph (/) below, the States represented on the Council
at the time when an investigation is decided upon will be represented on every Commission
of Investigation. Should the Council not contain any representative of a State which is
a signatory of the Treaties of Peace and at the same time bordering on the State under inves-
tigation, or any representative of a non-signatory State of the Treaties of Peace, the Council
shall select a State from each of these categories and the experts of these selected States
shall be added -to those of the States represented on the Council.

(d) Every local investigation shall be carried out by at least three experts of different
nationalities.

(e) The members of the Permanent Advisory Committees shall not take part in inves-
tigations.

(/) The nationals of States subjected to the right of investigation shall not form part
of any of the Commissions of Investigation.

(g) The members of the Commissions of Investigation shall enjoy full diplomatic
privileges and immunities.

(h) Should the Council decide to hold an investigation comprising various objectives
in the same State, it will be undertaken by one Commission constituted as laid down in
paragraphs (b) and (c) of this Chapter with one President who will be responsible to the
Council for the whole of the investigation.

(i) Presidents of Commissions of Investigation will be nominated in advance, by the
Council in all cases, for the period of one year renewable. They will not reside in the State
subject to an investigation, except during such periods of investigation.

(j) Within the limits of their instructions received from the Council,. Presidents will
themselves arrange the order of their work and ask the Secretary-General to notify the
Government concerned of the date on which they have decided -to commence investigation.

They shall have full latitude in the convening of 'their Commissions and in the internal
organisation of them, subject to the reservation laid down in paragraph (d) above.

(k) In order to retain an element of surprise, the President of a Commission of Inves-
tigation need not disclose his exact objectives until the last moment. Within the limits of
his instructions he is also authorised to accord such freedom of movement to the groups of
his Commission as will enable their work to be brought to a definite conclusion.

(I) Commissions of Investigation may during a period fixed by the Council either
carry out the operations without interruption or intermittently.

(m) It is the duty of the Commission of Investigation to confine itself to the estab-
lishment of facts.

(n) When difficulties arise during the course of an investigation, the Presidents of
Commissions will inform the Council, and, in the case of technical difficulties, the Permanent
Advisory Commission also. The latter will, if the matter comes within its competence,
provide the President of a Commission of Investigation with such additional technical advice
or assistance as may be necessary. The Permanent Advisory Commission will not issue any
orders or in any way vary the original instructions approved by 'the Council.
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CHAPTER V. --- DEMILITARISED ZONES.

Within the period fixed by the Council and with its approval, the President of a Com-
mission of Investigation may detach groups to remain at points in the demilitarised zones
where continuity of investigation is required.

CHAPTER VI. - INFORMATION.

1. The Permanent Advisory Commission will furnish the Council with all the infor-
mation it requires as to the observance of the disarmament clauses of the various Treaties
of Peace. This will entail upon the Secretariat of the Permanent Advisory Commission
additional duties as follows:

(a) To receive and collate the final reports of the Inter-Allied Commissions
of Control, reports of Commissions of Investigation, together with copies of all
military laws, budgets and legislation;

(b) To receive from Governments of Members of the League all military,
naval and air information relative to the clauses of the four Treaties referring to
the right of investigation;

(c) To collate the information so received and circulate it to the members
of the Permanent Advisory Commission;

(d) To receive and collate all information furnished by Governments concerning
the application of any rules which may be in force for discriminating between mili-
tary and civil aviation.

The work required by the Permanent Advisory Commission will constitute the first
charge on the present members of the Secretariat of the Commission, who will be relieved
of all such duties as may prevent them from carrying out that work.

2. Any information required for the purpose of investigation shall be supplied to the
Presidents of the Investigating Commissions by the Permanent Advisory Commission.

CHAPTER VII. -- REPORTS.

The Presidents of Commissions of Investigation will forward their reports, together
with any minority reports, to the Council and the Permanent Advisory Commission. The
latter will forward their reasoned opinion of the report to the Council.

CHAPTER VIII. - FINANCIAL PROVISIONS.

1. The allowances for the members of the Commissions of Investigation shall not be
less than those payable to members of other Commissions of the League.

2. Unless the Council otherwise determines, the expenses of any investigation will be
borne on the general funds of the League.

3. The necessary advance of funds shall, within the limits of the budget and subject
to the Regulations for the Financial Administration of the League, be made to the members
of the Commissions of Investigation by the Secretariat of the League.

CHAPTER IX. - ENTRY INTO FORCE.

The organisation proposed above shall be ready to function for each of the States subject
to investigation before the withdrawal of the Inter-Allied Commissions of Control.




