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Geneva, October 22nd, 1931.

LEAGUE OF NATIONS

COMMISSION OF ENQUIRY FOR EUROPEAN UNION

MINUTES
OF THE

FIFTH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION
Held at Geneva on Saturday, September 261h, 93I.

MEETING (PUBLIC).

Held on Saturday, September 26th, 1931, at 5 p.m.

Chairman: H.E. M. Giuseppe MOTTA (Switzerland).

44. Election of the Chairman.

Sir Eric DRUMMOND (Secretary-General) opened the meeting and invited the Commission
to elect a Chairman for the present session.

On the proposal of Count MENSDORFF (Austria), M. MOTTA was elected Chairman.

45. Pact of Economic Non-Aggression: Constitution of a Special Committee.

The CHAIRMAN read two resolutions on the work of the Commission of Enquiry for
European Union submitted by the Sixth Committee to the Assembly (document
A.66.1931.VII).

With regard to the first resolution, the Chairman noted with satisfaction that the
Assembly had adopted all the proposals submitted by the Commission of Enquiry for
European Union and approved by the Sixth and Second Committees.

The second resolution relating to the setting up of a special committee to study a pact
of economic non-aggression laid two duties on the Commission. The first was the
appointment of members to sit on the special committee with the representatives of the
non-European States selected by the Assembly; the other consisted in fixing the date of
the meeting of the special committee.

He announced that the Secretariat suggested the appointment of the following countries:
Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Great Britain, Greece, Italy,
Latvia, Poland, Roumania, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics.

This proposal was adopted.

The CHAIRMAN stated, with regard to the date of the meeting of the special committee,
that the Secretariat suggested November 2nd, in view of the desire manifested on all sides
that this problem should be studied as soon as possible. That date had been selected because
it coincided with the meetings of other technical bodies connected with European Union
and would enable certain States to economise by appointing the same representative on the
various bodies. If the date had to be changed for unforeseen reasons, the States concerned
would be warned in good time.

This proposal was adopted.

46. Question of the Extension of a System of Special Facilities to Agricultural Products other
than Cereals: Constitution of a Special Committee.

The CHAIRMAN read the resolution submitted by the Second Committee and adopted
by the Assembly (document A.75.1931.II.B, resolution 2(b)) relating to the setting up of
a special committee to study the extension of a system of special facilities to agricultural

S. d. N. 1.355 (F.), 1.185 (A.), 10/31 - Imp. Granchamp. Series of League of Nations Publications

VII. POLITICAL
1931. VII. 16.



-2 

products other than cereals. He pointed out that the products concerned for the moment
were tobacco and raisins. These products, however, were mentioned rather as an indication,
and not in a restrictive sense.

The Assembly resolution laid on the Commission a new task - the appointment of the
members of the special committee and the fixing of the date of its meeting. Before the
meeting, the Secretariat would endeavour to collect all the necessary information relating
to trade in these products. For this purpose, he asked the delegations to see that a statement
on the question from the point of view of the countries concerned, bearing in mind the
international situation of the trade in these products, should reach the Secretariat, if possible,
by October 15th. It should be brief, but as clear as possible. If other States members
of the Commission of Enquiry desired the Commission to consider other agricultural products
they should communicate with the Secretariat before October 15th, giving a brief statement
of the reasons, with all the necessary information.

In accordance with a suggestion by the Secretariat, the Chairman proposed the following
fifteen countries as members of the special Committee: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria,
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, France, Germany, Great Britain, Greece, Irish Free State, Italy,
Netherlands, Poland, Spain and Turkey. It was understood that the conclusions of the
special committee would be examined by the Economic Committee before submission to the
Commission of Enquiry.

The above proposals were adopted.

The CHAIRMAN proposed that the special committee should be convened on October 30th,
subject to a possible change of which the countries would be notified in good time.

It was understood that other States would be entitled to submit observations to the
two committees just set up, should they so desire.

M. SOKAL (Poland) asked that the time-limit for sending the necessary information
should not be too rigid.

The CHAIRMAN replied that it was understood that October 15th was indicated as a

suggestion and not as the final date. Statements which arrived after that date but before

the meeting would be taken into consideration.

The date of the meeting was fixed for October 301h.

47. Election of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman for the Coming Year.

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that, under its rules of procedure, the Commission was

required each year, after the meeting of the Assembly of the League of Nations, to elect a

Chairman and a Vice-Chairman.

Viscount CECIL OF CHELWOOD (British Empire) proposed the re-election of M. Briand as

Chairman.

M. GRANDI (Italy) supported the British proposal. At the same time, he thought the
Commission felt unanimously that M. Motta, delegate of Switzerland, should be elected
Vice-Chairman. Everyone appreciated the zeal with which M. Motta had helped M. Briand
to direct the work of the Commission of Enquiry for European Union.

M. SOKAL (Poland) heartily supported M. Grandi's proposal. He was sure all the members
of the Commission would welcome the appointment of M. Briand and M. Motta. He thought,
however, that the latter, in view of the high office to which he would be called in the coming
year, might desire help in his capacity as Vice-Chairman.

It was true that the rules of procedure provided for the election of only one Vice-Chairman,
but there was nothing to prevent the Commission from altering its own rules and appointing
two Vice-Chairmen, the second to relieve M. Motta of part of his work. M. Sokal therefore
proposed that another Vice-Chairman be appointed and he suggested M. Politis. M. Sokal
thought it unnecessary to dwell on M. Politis's personal qualities. He had done much for
the League of Nations and the Commission of Enquiry for European Union. M. Politis
lived in Paris, so that it would be possible for him to get into touch with M. Briand.

M. BRIAND was elected Chairman of the Commission of Enquiry for European Union for

1932 by acclamation.

Count BERNSTORFF (Germany) supported M. Grandi's proposal.

M. GRANDI (Italy) said that if the Commission decided to appoint a second Vice-Chairman,
as suggested by M. Sokal, to assist M. Motta in carrying out his duties, the Italian delegation
would heartily support M. Politis. Everyone would agree that he possessed all the qualities
necessary for the fulfilment of the office of Vice-Chairman.

M. PETSCHE (France) stated that the French delegation supported the proposals of
M. Grandi and M. Sokal.

He added that if M. Briand had been present he would certainly have expressed his
gratitude for the confidence shown in him. For reasons of which everyone was aware,

M. Briand was absent. The French delegation therefore expressed gratitude on his behalf,
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and drew attention to the symbolic importance of the fact that at a time when M. Briand
was proclaimed Chairman of the Commission of Enquiry for European Union, French Ministers
were leaving for Berlin.

M. Petsche expressed the hope that a new era was opening in the relations between two
great nations.

The CHAIRMAN thanked M. Grandi, Count Bernstorff, M. Sokal and M. Petsche, who had
proposed his election. After a year's co-operation with M. Briand, he was unable to refuse
the honour, and in spite of the difficulties of his task he felt it his duty to place himself at the
Commission's disposal.

With regard to M. Soal's proposal he pointed out that, although the rules of procedure
mentioned only one Vice-Chairman, there was no objection to the appointment of several.
M. Politis was so well known that it was unnecessary for the Chairman to praise him.

M. POLITIS (Greece) expressed his gratitude to M. Sokal, M. Grandi and M. Petsche.
He would do his best to justify the confidence shown in him, particularly as he was called
upon to collaborate with two statesmen for whom he had the greatest esteem and the most
profound admiration.

M. MOTTA and M. POLITIS were proclaimed Vice-Chairmen of the Commission of Enquiry
for European Union for the year 1932.

48. Date of the Next Session of the Commission.

On the proposal of the CHAIRMAN, the next session of the Commission was fixed for
January 1932, during the Council session or some time before the opening of the session.

The CHAIRMAN declared the session closed.




