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ADDENDA TO THE REPORT ON THE WORK

OF THE LEAGUE, 1935/36, Part I

(document A.6.1936).

Page 24. - Before the second paragraph beginning with the
words " Before the Council met on December 18th . . " add
the following paragraph:

" The Ethiopian Note of December 12th (Official Journal,
January 1936, page 41) commented as follows on the sug-
gestions submitted by the United Kingdom and France:
'As the Ethiopian Government understands it, the proposals
submitted to it consist, as far as it is concerned, in the
following settlement: Ethiopia, the victim of an act of
aggression which has been formally recognised as such by
the Council and by the Assembly, is invited: (1) to cede
to its Italian aggressor, in a more or less disguised form and
under the pretext of a fallacious exchange of territories,
about half of its national territory, in order to enable the
aggressor country to settle part of its population there;
(2) to agree that the League of Nations should confer upon
this aggressor, in a disguised form, control over the other
half of its territory pending future annexation.'"

Page 26. - After the first sentence of the last paragraph but
one ending with the words ". . . which had flown over the town
the day after the bombardment ", add the following sentence:

"The Italian Government added that Dessie was one
of the largest military centres in Ethiopia, and that photo-
graphs taken by Italian airmen after the bombardment
showed that buildings and tents bearing Red Cross emblems
appeared to be intact."
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Page 31. At the end of note 1 at the foot of the page,
add the following sentences:

"The United Kingdom Government, on the strength
of ' the reliable evidence available to them ' (in particular
the reports of the Medical Officer in charge of the ambulance),
asserted that the ambulance had been bombed deliberately
and without provocation of any kind. In its Notes, the
Italian Government asserted that fire was opened, either
from the actual site of the British ambulance or from the
immediate neighbourhood of that ambulance, on the Italian
aeroplanes on three successive days-viz., March 3rd, 4th
and 5th; that two Italian aeroplanes were hit by the anti-
aircraft fire, and that armed Ethiopians had taken refuge
amongst the tents of the ambulance and from there opened
fire on the aeroplanes in question."

Page 33. In the last line but one after the words
". . . should take place at Ouchy ", add the following
sentences:

"' The Italian delegation was further prepared to consider
any means of keeping the Committee of Thirteen informed
of the progress of the negotiations. The Ethiopian delegation
repeated its previous rejection of the proposal for direct
negotiations."

Page 50. - At the foot of the page, add the following foot-
note (reference to second line " put the measures into operation "1):

" 1 On the eve of the application of sanctions, the Italian
Government handed simultaneously to all the Governments
represented on the Co-ordination Committee a Note dated
November 11th, 1935, in which it repeated its protest against
the steps taken to the detriment of Italy and contended that
the arguments contained in the Italian memorandum had
not received sufficient consideration, and, further, that those
provisions of the Covenant of the League which corresponded
to the situation denounced had not been applied. The Note
stated: '(1) that numerous sections of the population, headed
by their civil and religious authorities, had placed themselves
under Italian protection, that slavery had been abolished
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in the occupied territory, and that the peoples set free looked

upon Italy, not as an aggressor State, but as a Power with

the right and the power to carry out the civilising mission
devolving under Article 22 on the more advanced nations;

(2) that each individual Government remained the judge of,

and responsible for, concerted measures of pressure adopted

at a Co-ordination Conference which was not in any respect

an organ of the League of Nations; (3) that the first measure

proposed (the arms embargo), far from hastening the end of

the conflict, served to enhance its serious character and

possibly to prolong its duration, and was incidentally in

patent conflict with the proposals of the League of Nations

Committee, which recognised that the arms traffic in Ethiopia

should be made subject to strict international control;

(4) that the economic and financial sanctions were applied

for the first time to Italy, without any standards of graduation
or progressive enforcement and under conditions of fact and

of law which the Italian Government and people regarded

as unfair and arbitrary ; (5) that the sanctions and counter-
sanctions would undoubtedly have the most serious moral

and psychological consequences throughout the world;

(6) that Italy, as one of the founders of the League of Nations,

had not desired up to the present to dissociate herself from

the League in spite of the opposition to the action taken by

the League against herself, because she desired to prevent

a dispute such as the present conflict from giving rise to

more serious complications.' The Note, in conclusion, asserted

that the Italian Government had taken every necessary

step to prevent further dangers arising out of the situation

thus created. The Italian Government drew the attention

of the States Members to the responsibility attaching to

the measures applied and to the serious character of their

consequences.

Page 65. - After the first paragraph ending with the words

6 . . .arrived at between the British and other Govern-

ments ", add the following paragraph:

"This note verbale of January 24th, which was commu-

nicated on the same day to all the Governments participating
in sanctions, contained the following observations: 'According
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to the interpretation given by the French Government,
which is referred to in the British memorandum, Article 16
would imply complete solidarity between each of the Members
of the League of Nations in respect of that one of them which
had been attacked by the covenant-breaking State, if this
attack was clearly brought about by the application of the
provisions of the said article, the execution of which had
been decided upon in common. Now it would be difficult,
even from a merely formal point of view, to contest the fact
that, prior to the above-mentioned exchanges of views,
measures of an extraordinary nature had been taken by a
Power extraneous to the [talo-Ethiopian conflict, without
information thereof having been given to the League of
Nations, while the examination of the controversy by the
Council of the League of Nations was still pending and there-
fore before there was any possibility of invoking Article 16 of
the Covenant . . . The agreements communicated by the
British Government were arrived at on the basis of a
hypothesis . . . not only arbitrary, but completely in-
consistent, because such a hypothesis received the Italian
Government's most complete denial through their solemn
and repeated declarations . . . These declarations have
been confirmed, not only by the attitude adopted by the
Italian Government towards the economic and financial
measures applied in their regard . . ., but also by
Italy's constant collaboration, by means of concrete words
and deeds, in the maintenance of security and the orga-
nisation of peace in Europe . . . Such initiatives and
military agreements, in sectors extraneous to the Italo-
Ethiopian conflict create . . . an atmosphere of serious,
unrest and therefore a danger to European peace.' "
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